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Justice Dept. -
Hits Agnew

‘Leak’ Clai_m _' :

Washington

The Justice Department -

has branded as “frivolous”
Vice President Agnew’s
allegation that it engaged
in a campaign of news

leaks directed agamst

him. -

The,department also said’
that subpoenaing newsmen
to. prove there was such a
campaign was merely a
‘fishing expedition.”

In a memorandum deljv-
ered fo U.S. District Judge
Walter E. Hoffman yester-
day, the department de-
clared ‘its opposition to Ag-

new’sefforts to call off the

Baltimore grand jury that is
looking into possible crimin-
ality -en his part.

~REPORTERS

At the same time, lawyers
f?)r 11 reporters and news or-
gamza’mons called the sub-
" poenas ‘‘virtually unprece-
dented” in their sweep and
indicated they will attempt
to have the court throw
them out.

The newsmen’s lawyers
filed a motion asking for a
week’s delay in responding
to the subpoenas but the re-

quest was summarily reject- |

ed by Judge Hoffman.

Several of the ten lawyers
involved said they are con-
sidering an appeal of thke
judge’s action, :

SCANDALS

The rejected motion was
filed yesterday in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Baltimore
where the grand jury: has
been sittilig since January
1nvest1gatmg scandals
suburban Baltimore county
and- in the state of Mary-
land. Agnew served as elect-
ed executive of the county

from 1962 to 1966 and as -

Maryland’s governor from
1966 to 1968.

The Vice Pres1dent Was
notified by letter August 1
that he was under investiga-

in’

tion for possible bribery, ex- -

tortion and  tax fraud. He
has denied the charges.

The newsmen argued that

From Pagel

one. of  the key issues at
.~ Stake is the “right and duty

of the press to alert the vot-' |
ers and their representa-

|

tives to activities which may" !

constitute grounds for 1m-
peachment.”

Agnew’s lawyers have
argued that he cannot be iri-
dicted by the grand jury but
must be removed from of-
fice by impeachment first.

The . Justice Department
does. not plan to fight the

_:subpoenas that«its" ‘officers
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have aJ,§gxqce1ved ts mem-,f:

orandum “stated.

Instead, the
said it will submit depdsi-
tions, which are sworn state-
ments from those 'Sub-
poenaed.

““‘Analysis of the papers
submitted by counsel forthe
Vice President discloses'that
their motion (to stop the
grand jury) is supported by
neither the facts nor the
law,”” the memorandum
stated. ‘“They are engaged
in an atteémpt to confuse the
issues and to halt a legiti-
mate investigation by..the
common defense tactic of
trying the prosecutor.”

The memorandum sald a
vigorous internal investiga-
tion had been made and had
turned up nothing.

“But since the unsupport-
ed charges made by counsel
for<the Vice President: are
serious, the department
wishes to meet them head
on and meet them now,”: the
memorandum continued.
For that reason, despite the
lack of any basis for the
charges the department will
‘not ob]ect to or seek relief
from the order that ‘senior
officials give their deposi-
tions under oath.

“However, we strongly ob-
ject to the subpoenas issued
to newsmen.

‘“We have never suppm ted
incursions into this sensitive
area for the mere purpose of
conducting fishing expedi-
tions, ‘and it is plain that this
is all'that is involved here.”

LEAKS

It called charges of a cam-
paigh toleak news unfavora-
ble to the Vice President
“legally irrelevant.”

S

department

The motion also saud»th&t/‘

hf {7 evidence - gafhererl"

,’agnst the Vice Pr esuient is
soiclasely entwined witlt' év-
lcYene gathered against oth-

ey pr\esent and for mer Mar'y’«

land officiald Hizes Vige
Premdent 'S_case canmﬁw@ v

dro p pe d without aftectmg

the others. 3
It was the first time in the
investigation that the Jus-,
tice Department has given'

any insight into its relue- -
tance to drop the case
agamst Agnew, o
New York Imuw



