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ew pressures

on reporters

Exarmner Serwces

WASHINGTON — The at-
tempt by lawyers for Vice
President: Spire T. Agnew to
compel newsmen to disclose
their sources of information
has revived intérest in legis-
latign to prevent such ac-

Bills that would give news-
men the right to refuse to
disclose their sources have
been lying idle for:months in

House and Senate commit- -

tees,
them can now be expected.

“Hight reporters who wfote
stories about the grand h
investigation -of Agnew have
been ordered by Agnew’s
lawyers to bring their qgtes
and any other records th
would disclose their sources

but efforts to move | the bills by the news media.

Itiwas a 5-4 deczswn ot the
Supkeme Court in June,
197‘2 holding that newsmen

had no constitutional right to’

refuse to disclose their
sources, that led to the intro-
duction of the bills now
pending in the House and
Senate

The court invited Congress
to provide protection for
newsmen through legisla-
3 df: it felt such prote@tlon
‘able, and there was an
eally surge or support ‘for

It soon developed, howev-
er, that the absolute protec-
tion desired by much of the
media had little chance of

- passage in Congress and en-

to the federal courthouse in .

Baltimore Thursday. The

sist the order.

The prospect of a major
legal battle over the rights
of a free press prompted
Sen. William- Proxmire
(D-Wis.), yesterday to call
for prompt action. -on legisla-
tion to protect newsmens
sources.

And Rep. Jerome R. Wal-
die (D-Antioch, - Calif.),
urged House action, saying

- the subpoenas served on the
newsmen by. Agnews law—

yers, were. de

idate the press.” = -

Proxmire is- co-sponsor of
a bill that has been before
the Senate Constitutional
Rights subcommittee since
March 8, with no action hav-
ing/been taken on it.

“Any reporter worth:his
salt is going to refuse taire-
veal his sources and will

probably face contempt pro- |

ceedings;” -said Proxmire.

““That in turn could force the -

issue in the U.S. Supreme
Court, which in the past has
- been reluctant to uphold out-
right the fundamental Jour-
nalistic ethic to protect news
sources’ Who want such pro-
tection.”*s :

L

thusiasm for the legislation.
‘ waned

Last June a House Jﬁdi—
ciary subcommittee headed

‘newsSmen are expected tore- | by Rep. Robert W. Kasten-

meir (D-Wis.), approved a

- bill' that would grant abso-
' lute protection against dis-

closure of news sources to
grand juries or other investi-
gative bodies, but would per-
mit disclosure at the trial
stage under limited cu'cum-

i stances

In’ Iéeéent weeks, privdte
negotlatmns within the me-
dia have indicated growing
support for Kastenmeier’s

-bill, ‘and he said last week

he feels ‘encouraged enough
to present it to the full Judi-
‘ciary Committee later this
month.




