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When feeling ran h]gh
1 in Virginia in the  laie
| 1950s. over federal court
decisions upholding school
desegregation, TU.S. Dis-
trict
Hoffman began getting
threatening phone calls
from strangers and the
- silent treatment from
some friends.
. Hoffman's reactinn then
i was to disconnect his phone
and tell reporters, “I'd rath-
~er do my duty if it costs me
my last friend.”

The tough-talking A4
vear-old
face one of the stiflesttests
in his long lezal career in
the voming weeks as he de.
cides the crucial question nf
whelher Vice President Spi-
ro T. Agnew can be indicted
by a grand jury unless hes
first impeached and re-
moved by Congress.

- CHOICE

Hoffman, who was the

unanimous.choice of the sev- -

en Maryland federal judges
who all disqualified them-
selves from the case last
month bhecause of various re-
lationships with Agnew; 1s
" known in Virginia's Fastern
Judielal  Distriet as a no.
stansense judge who runs his
courtroom with oron dise

Judge Walter E.

Jurist is certain to

righi covﬁ =
" A Tough Judge
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WALTER HOFFMAN
A strong jurist

pline. _ . :
* Critics of the tail. heavy.
set judge claym that he is oc-
casionally overly outspoken
“in - his opinions.

‘During courtroom clashes

“over . the desegregation of
Norfolk's schools in

: he's a damn strong practical

appointed by Chief Judge
Clement . Haynsworth of
the Caurt of Appeals for the
Fourth Circuit tohandle'the
proceedings relating to alle-
gations of corruption against
the vice president, “‘is that

- man who won't let this thmg

R

" the .

- wake of the Supreme Court's

1954 Brown vs. Board of Ed-
ucation desegregation rul-
‘ing,
.ruled in favor of the inter-
grationists but made it clear
~that his personal sympathies
did -not always lie with their
cause.
*His -strong point.”" said
one of his judicial colleagues
recenlly after Hoffman was

‘Hoffman consistently

turn into a donnvbrook

Hoffman s senjority in hr-
glma s Easbern Juchcxa! Dis-

runmn\rr a 115!111 ‘courtroom

have made him somewhat
feared Dby new lawvers
trving their first Cases be
tore him.

CONTEMPT

In. 1969 when he was sent

to San Francisco to fill in’

there on an armed robbery
.case he promptly held the
mother’ of the defendant in
-contempt when she lit a cig-

‘aretie in court. The next day -

he placed the two defense "

attorneys -
showing up 25 minutes late
for a 9 a.m. court session.

Since his designation by

Haynsworth to handle the
Aznew case he has refused
to give any interviews ar an-
swer quesions from report-
ers concerning the case.

in contempt for



