NG TRISFOR

Says -Watergate Bur”gz[ars
| Won’t Get Maximums—
- Segretti Pleads Guilty.
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By ANTHONY RIPLEY
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 1—Chief
Judge John J. Sirica of United
iStates District Court breught
fiverof the Watergate burglars
tinto his courtroom today- and
ltold them he did not plan to
give them maximum sentences.

In the unusual move . this
morning, Judge Sirica told the
five, all of whom had pléaded
guilty at the beginning of their
trial in January, that published
reports of long sentences rang-
ing up to 55 years were false.
He said such sentences would
be “not only unwarranted -but
unjust.” ’

In another courtroom - this
afternoon, Donald H. Segretti,
who was hired by President
Nixon’s White House aides to
play tricks on the Democratic
presidential contenders, pleaded
guilty to three misdemeanor
charges for his actions in the
1972 Florida Democratic pri-
mary.

The .five men from the orig-
inal Watergate case—E. How-
ard Hunt Jr., Bernard L. Bar-
ker, Eugenio 'R. Martinez,
Frank A~
R. Gonzalez—were called to
the court by Thdge Sirica.

“I wangtoysay,at the outset
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that ‘I have™ beeri disfurbed

a widespread misunderstanding

posed upon these defendants
last March after the trial,” he
said. I

“I want to take this oppor-
tunity, therefore, to disabuse
the public mind in this respect,
and,: in addition, fairness

‘any

quires 'but demands that
they

misunderstanding  that

|situation in which they find
themselves be clarified.” ..

The judge explained that un-
der ithe law he is require
give  the maximum possihl
sentences on a temporary basis
while the court seeks more de-
tailed  information as a basis
for final sentencing.

Under - such maximum sen-
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warranted but unjust,” Judge
Sirica said.

He said the sentences would
be based on presentencing re-
ports, on the law and on “fair-
.ness, compassion, understand-
ing and justice.”

‘Not the Fact’

He said it had been “widely
reported” that' the sentences
were permanent and would
run “30, 40 or 55 years.”

“This is not the fact,” he

. stated.

Part of the confusion was
generated by -Hunt in his ap-
pearance before  the Senate
Watergate comimittee on Sept.
‘24 'when he "sdid,. “I was :pro-
'visionally sentenced to prison
ifor ‘more than 30 years.”

The word “provisionally”
was not mentioned in some
news reports of ‘Hunt’s ap-
pearance. .

Of the seven original Water-
gate defendants, only G. Gor-
don Liddy has received a per-
manent sentence. Judge Sirica
ordered his imprisoned = for
from six years and '“’Eight
months to 20 years.

James W, McCord Jr., ’\who‘

has%i;peen cooperating with the
prosecution, has not yet zone
to prison. The other five ‘who
appeared in court today are
all serving provisional sen-
tences. All but Liddy have
filed appeals seeking to: set

aside their guilty pleas and
asking for new trialsi
Segretti and his lawyers, Vic-

tor ‘Sherman of Los Angeles'
and Plato Cacheris of Washing-
ton, appeared before Federal
District Judge Gerhard A.
Gesell. o
Case Was Transferred

i Segretti had been charged in
an indictment . * originally
brought by a United States af-
torney in Florida. The case was
transferred here and expanded
from two to four counts. Today
he pleaded -guilty to a con-
spirgcy charge and to two

charges of distributing icam-i

paign literature that failed to

responsible for printing it. [
The maximum penalty for|
conviction on the three charges
is a.$3,000 fine and three years
intprison. #

. However, Segretti has agreed
.to work with the special Water-
‘gate prosecutor, Archibalg: Cox,
.and B&' cooperation is expected
'to shorten the length of his sen-
‘tence. RURE

-One of the charges against
him was dropped as part of an!

ed a tempor| -

- spo-|
sition would not only be un-|!

court and sealed at the r
of Segretti’s lawyer.
“You tell me what you
Judge Gesell said to Segr
California lawyer,

Segretti, speaking in a ¥oi
that” at times was barely audi-
ble, -spoke of giving $50 to Rob-
ert M. Benz to work with him.}
He said that letters had ‘heen
sent out on the campaign sta-
tionery of Senator Edmund*S.
Muskie of Maine ‘“relating to”
Senator Hubert H. uHmphrey .
of Minnesota and Senator
Henry M. Jackson of Washing-
ton.

All  three Senators were
Democratic Presidential hope-
fuls and were entered in the
Florida primary. The letter al-
leged that Senators Humphrey
and Jackson had been involved
in sexual misconduct. ‘

“At a later time Mr. Benz
had -a card printed relating to
Governor Wallace,” Segretti
said/" o

Mr. Benz, named as a co-
conspirator but not indicted in
the case, went to one of Ala-
bama Gov. George C. Wallace’s
rallies in Pinellas County, Fla.,|
on Feb. 12, 1972, distrbiuting.
cards that read, “If you liked
Hitler, you’ll love Wallace :;-. .”
and urging a vote for Mr. Mus-
kie.

Mr. Benz also distributed
posters saying, “Help Muskie
supiport our children now.”

“Did you understand - what
you were doing and that you
did' it on purpose and not by
mistake? the judge asked.’

“Yes sir,” Segretti replied.

Dropped Charge

The charge dropped by agree-
ment today involved sending
letters on Senator Muskie’s sta-
tionery saying that a Florida
Congressman’s office personnel
andequipment were being used
to support Mr. Muskie,

Segretti was released on per-
sonal recognizance. No date
was set for sentencing.

He then moved to Judge Sir-
ica’s courtroom, where the
judge signed orders granting
him limited immunity from
prosecution in testifying before
Mr. Cox’s grand jury and be-
fore the Senate Watergate com-
mittee.

The order protects him from
‘having his words used against
‘him later in a criminal case
and also forces him to testify.

Also granted limited or
“use” immunity for Senate]
committee” appearances® by}
Judge Sirica were Mr.. Benz
iand another of Segretti’s Flor-
ida associates, Martin Dpuglas
Kellv. All three are among
wit* gsses who may appear be-
fone the .committees later this
w 2ek. The hearings are sched-
ulxd to resume Wednesday.

United Press International
Sidney S. Sachs, lawyer
for E. Howard. Hunt Jr.,
leaving court in Washing-
ton yesterday after hear-
ing on Watergate.

Donald H. Segretti leaving Federal C

United Press Infernational
ourt yesterday in

Washington after pleadiqg guilty in Florida case.



