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“Albert Is Backed on Decision

The chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee said yes-
‘terday that it is the responsi-
. bility of the President and the
‘courts—and not of Congress—
ito handle any action against
‘Vice President Spiro“T. Ag-
new. Lt
{ Rep. Peter W. Roding Jr. (D-
'N.J) rejected the possibility

‘that Congress should first deal

with the -question of whether
or not Agnew should be im-
peached on charges growing
out of allegations of bribery
and . corruption against .the
Vice President in a federal
probe in Baltimore. ‘

“It is not the right of the
legislative body to take away
an action that might be indict-
able from the courts,” Rodino
said on the CBS program,
“Face’the Nation.” !

Agnew’s  attorneys ‘i chal-
lenged Friday the right, of the
Justice Department t‘&_f‘cgn-
tinue to present evidence rela-
ting to the Vice President to a
special federal grand jury in
Baltimore, ity W

The Vice President’s law-
yers have leaned heavily in
their arguments against tndiect-
ment before impeachment on
asection of the U-S. Constitu-
tion, which states: “Judgment
in cases of impeéachment shall
not extend further than to re-
moval from office and disqual-
ification to hold and enjoy any
office of honor trust-or'profit
under the United States: but
the party convicted shall nev-
iertheless be liable and rsub-|
Ject to Indictment, trigljudg-
iment and punishment ‘aécord-
ing torthe law.” !

The grand jury began hear-
ing ‘evidence against Agnew
last week after Speaker of the
House “Carl - Albert . (D-Okla.)
denied an Wednesday Agnew’s
personalsappeal for a "House
investigation of the corruption
charges. : : y

Rodino said that it might be
‘up to President Nixon to as-
sume the final ‘decision' on
whether ‘o ‘not to proceed
with ‘ansactual. indictment -of!
Agnew. Attorney General El-'
liot L. Richardsori“has said in
the past that ‘he will make the

final decision on whether to
1 seek an indictment after the
evidence against Agnew is
presented to the grand jury.

“I think,” Rodino said, “that
if we 2o to the view that .the
President is the chief execu-
tive officer, that the Attorney
General is a subordinate, that
'then the President, I. think,
ias the responsibility of deter-
mining whether or not there is
in fact any foundation to go-
ing forward .. .”

Rodino also put aside yester-
day any possibility that the
‘House Judiciary Committee
“would take on an investigation
of charges hy Agnew of leaks
concerning the nvestigation
coming from the Justic D
partment. {

Instead, he said ‘dt.is the
“right and responsibility” of

Fresident Nixon tot@inquire |

into the handling of the case
by the Justice Department.

ter in itself, s

Newsweek magazine * re-
ported in this week’s ‘issue
that Tawyers for the v “Pres-

ident and White House attor-
ney J. Fred Buzhardt ergaged
in three “plea bargainifig” ses-
sions hetween Sept. 19 and
Sept. 21. :

The negotiations. took place
in secret in the Executive OFf.

tence in return for his resigna-
tion and guilty plea. *
Judah Best, one of the'three
Agnew lawyers said to: have
been'in on the meetingsisaid
yesterday he would havéiino
domment on the report. i ..

i Appearing on the WTOPM

program, “Washington News
3

Conference,” Rep. Robert Bau-|

man (R-Md.) dismissed ‘yester-
day the House leadership’s re-
fusal to investigate the charges
against Agnew as “politics.”
The Maryland Republican, the
principal sponsor of a resolu-
tion that would have the House
investigate the charges, §aid
that Congress was the “prd‘fpgr
forum for the issue” . .,

“We think the Vice President
did raise the proper constitu.
tional issue,” Bauman said. “r
think it'is shameful that the
Democratic leaders

Rodino warned that failure of |
the President to do this could|
constitute an impeachable mat-|,

fice Building, the magazine|
said, and explored the possibil-|
ity that Agnew might accept a |
reduction = of the charges|
against him or g light sen-|
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