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Hill Inqulry
Pushed by‘

Republlcans '_

By Richard L. Lyons
Washington Post Staff W’fiter

Republicans made another
effort:yesterday to obtain a
House hearing for Vice
President Agnew on allega-
tions involving him, but are
not .expected to reverse
Speaker Carl Albert’s deci-
sion to leave it to the court.

Fourteen Republicans on
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee led by their -senior
member, Rep.
I—Iutchmson (R-Mich,), intro-
duced a:resolution directing
the committee to investigate
the ‘charges, as Agnew had
reqiested, and to report to
the House within ‘three
months.

The resolution was refer-

* red to the Rules Committee
which has received several
other similar Republican
resolutions. Rules is . ex-
pected to do whatever. Al-
bert asks, either to kill the
resolutions or to leave them
in limbo.

The' argument for takmd
action to kill the resolutions
isvthat this would prevent
Agnew’s lawyers from argu-
ing in court that the grand
juty investigation of him
should be halted because a
request for the House to
take jurisdiction of his case
is still pending. Democratic
leaders have made ne deci-
sion on the question. -

Hutchinson told 'the
House: “Through leak ‘and
innuendo the character of
the Vice President is being
maligned. He has asked the
House to investigate those
charges and we are of the
opinion the House has a con-
stitutional duty to accede to
his request.” 5E

A House investigation
“shotild not be considered as
being in lieu of other judi-
cial proceedings,” said
Hutchinson. He" said' Ag-
newls case could be in the
courts: for “months, if' not
years,” and that the Ameri-
can people are entitled fo a
“fair and expeditious dispo-

'sition” of ‘the charges which
a three-month House  in-
quiry could provide.

Meanwhile, Agnew gave
at least the appearance of
business as usual as the fed-
eral grand jury in Baltimore
began:receiving evidence of
bribery and kickbacks alleg-
edly mvolvmg the *Vice
President,
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lems He was described as
“impassive as usual.” The-
House member said Agnew
rarely speaks at these meet-
ings, but usually makes a
contrlbutmn when he does
speak. .
Agnew attended a Wh1te
House ‘state dinner dast:
night for the prime minister
of New Zealand, Norman E. °
Kirk. This'morning he-plans-
to fly to Palm Springs;
Calif., to. be a weekend,’
house guest of his friend,
Frank Sinatra. On Saturdey,
Agnew’s -office said, he ‘will
go ahead with a speechifo a
group of Republican wonien.
Agnew had made his” re-
quest for a House inquiry
into the allégations involv-
ing hlm at a meetmg with
Hoyse leaders in Speaker
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Carl Albert’s office on Tues-

day. ‘Although Democratic
leaders agreed his request
shotild be turned down be-
cause the matter was in the
courts, two of them have

said they had a feeling of

“sympathy” for Agnew in
his phght

One Teader who would not
be ‘identified said Agnew
told 'them he was being

“crucified” by federal prose- .

cutors and “felt he could

not get a fair hearing before -
either a grand or petit (trial)

July ®

:L‘he Boston Globe quoted
one leader as saying Agnew
felt the charges against him
stemmed from the whim of
an overzealous U.S. attorney
(George Beall) and that the
case was based on “half-
truths and fabrications.”
Th}s source descrlbed [ Ag-

néw s speakmg in tones ‘of
‘“weariness and dejection.”

Another leader who:. at-
tended most of the White
Huuse meeting yesterday de-

ribed Agnew as “very

calm, strong, always seemed
to be in control of himself.
He didn’t appear to be a
man who feels sorry for
himself, He didn’t shed any,
tears, but he was not exactly
merry »

The sympathy expressed
from political -opponents
was the feeling of politi-
cigns who knew or could im-
agine what it could be like
to'be the target of a prose-
cution and bombarded daily

&

with leaks to the press.
Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-

Ariz.) said yesterday:
“I think this man has

been framed. Every politi- ;-

cian in the country could

. have this same thing pulled

on us.”




