Grand Jury Scheduled
fo Get Evidence in.
the Case Today

i

By RICHARD L. MADDEN .

* Special to The New York Times i
WASHINGTON, Sept. 26 —
Carl Albert, Speaker of the

House, refused today to act at

this time on " Vice President

Agnew’s request for an investi- .
gation by the House of Repre-
sentatives into allegations that '

he received kickbacks from
contractors in Maryland. {
- Mr. Albert announced his de-
" cision a day -after the Vice
President personally delivered

a letter to him asking for a.

‘full inquiry” by the House and
a day before the Justice De-
partment was scheduled to pre-
sent evidence against Mr. Ag-
new to a Federal grand jury
. in Baltimore,

- Facing newsmen in hig of-
.fice just before the House con-
vened at mnoon, the Olahoma

Democrat read a brief states

ment that saids -

».

rcourts. In view of that fact, I,
as Speaker, .will not take any
action on the letter at this
time.” ) . )
Agnew’s Options Narrowed
The unwillingness * of tl;e,
House Democatic ‘leadership
‘open. an investigation by Co
gress instead. of by the court

appeared to limit sharply the:
options, now available to the
Republican Vice President and|

was widely believed here/ to
have worsened his chances of:
jheading off a grand investiga- |
tion, ,
| There was speculation that
lawyers for Mr, Agnew, who is
former Maryland Governor and
fomer Baltimore County Execuy-
tive, might go ahead with one
option and ask g Federal Dis-
trict Court in Baltimore to
plock the inquiry by the grand
jury. ‘ 4
Democrats Applaud- i
After reading his staterhent,
Mr. Albert hurried off to. the
House floor, refusing to elabor-
ate. But Representative Gerald
R. Ford, Republican of Michi-
gan; the ‘minority. leader, said
that ‘he “interpreted . th. state-
ment. to mean ‘that the Speak-

(IION

“

“The Vice President’s letter
,rsel'ates to matters before the

to

er would not act.on_the, Vice
President’s Tequest “until there
is some resolution in the courts
concerning Mr. Agnew’s case,
“They made a Democratic de-

Albert’s’
Ford, who supported Mr. Ag-
new’s request and favored creat
ing a select committee to con-
duct the inquiry, told reporters,
“I don’t think there’s 'anything
we can do since we are in the
minority.” i

There was scattered applause
from a few Democrats when
Mr. - Albert’s statement was

. 'Continued on Page 28, Cohimn 1
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resentative Thomas P. O’Neill
Jr.,-Democrat o f Massachu-
setts, the majority leader,.and
statements from a number..of|
Democrats expressed support
for Mr. Albert’s decision. . :
+ Mr. Albert made his decision
after. conferences late yester-
day and this morning with
members of the House Deéemo-
cratic leadership, including Mr.
O’Neill; Representatives John J.
McFall of California, the major-
ity whip; Peter W. Rodino Jr.
of New Jersey, chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee,
and Lewis Deschler, the House
parliamentarian.

“I don’t think there was any|
objection; it was the Speaker’s
decision,” Mr. McFall said. “I
don’t think the House should
Ainterfere with a court action.”

A more political reason was
.offered by Representative John
B. Anderson of Hlinois,. chair-
man of the House Republican
conference, who told reporters
before Mr. Albert’s announce-
‘ment*that he did not believe
the Democrats would go .along
with Mr. Agnew’s request.
“They won’t bail the Vice Pres-
ident out of his predicament,”
he said. : :
. After the Speaker’s announce-
ment, Mr. Anderson said he felt
that Mr: Albert, before making
his decision, should have asked
‘Attorney General Elliot L. Rich-
ardson to provide him with in-
‘formation on whether the ‘alle-
gations against Mr. Agnew
involvedithis conduct sincetak-
ing office as Vice President in
1969. ?

- “My criticism at this point is
whether or not the action ‘was
taken in a vacuum,” Mr. Ander-
‘son said. ’ :

Later in the day Mr. Ander-|
‘son and Representative William!
S. Cohen, Republican of ‘Maine,
introduced a resolution -calling
‘on the Speaker to appoint “an
‘appropriate committee” to in-
vegtigate whether the allega-
tions against Mg, “Aghew in-
volved activities' i his -tenure
as Vice President: They said|

¢ Committee.
cision,” Mr. Ford said of Mr. |
announcement.” Mr, .

read on the House floor by Rep-
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that the Vice President was en-
titled to.have such: determina-
tion made but that they did not
know whether their resolution
would be sent to the Rules
Committee or the Judiciary

Impeachment Panel

Moments after the House

convened, Representative Pauli
Findley, Republican of Illinois,

introduced a resolution calling
for. establishing a select com-
mittee of 14 members to recom-
mend whether the House should
undertake impeachment pro-

ceedings against the Vice Presi-
dent.

“Although some would tather
see. the Vice President first
twist slowly in the winds of an
indictment and trial, the nation
cannot afford such uncer-
tainty,” Mr. Findley said.

Mr. Findley’s resolution was:

automatically referred to the

House Rules Committee, whose
chairman s Representative Ray
J. Madden; Democrat of Indi-
ana, took the House floor -ear-
lier to denounce Mr. Agnew’s:
request for a House inquiry as|
“preposterous.” Mr. Madden|
added: ‘

“The petition of Vice Presi-
dent Aginew is obviously a legal
maneuver in his behalf; de-
singed to burden the House of
Representatives with his prob-
lems. If indicted by a court the
Vice President is entitled to a
fair trial before a duly estab-
lished Federal or state court
and, of course, if convicted his
situation might be of corcern.
to ‘the Congress.”

- Specialist Consulted

|

Mr. Rodino said that staff|
members of his Judiciary Com-
miftee worked most of last,
night compiling research and
opinions on the Vice President’s
request before ‘Mr. Albert an-
nounced his decision. Among
those consulted, Mr. Rodino
said, was Raoul Berger, a Har-'
vard Law School specialist in
codstitutional law and the au-
thor of a| recently published
book, “Impeachment: The Con-
stitutional Problems.”

Mr. Rodino said it was his
view “as a lawyer and a legis-
lator that it would be inappro-
priate for the Congress to take
-any steps to impede the orderly
,administration of justice in the
courts.”

' He-said, “If there is any
basis. for the Vice President’s
broad. claim of immunity from
criminal prosecution while he
is holding office, the question
cannot 'be appropriately re-
solved - by the Congress but
must be dealt with by the
courts.”

| Among other Democrats sup-
‘porting Mr. Albert’s decision
‘was Representative Robert F.
;Drinan, Democrat of Massachu-
isetts, - who ‘previously " intro-
duced a resolution calling for
:the Impeachment of President
[Nixon. He said that Mr. Ag-

mew’s request 1s a demand,
imade by desperate -attorneys
who, by appealing to spurious
history, want to impose upon
this House a ‘function which
‘belongs not to this House but
to the courts of the United
States.” : ) )

“I support the Speaker in
this decision,” said Representa-
tive John Conyers Jr.. Dem-
ocrat of Michigan. “We should
not interrupt the legal process.
I would trust«12 honest citizens
of Maryland' rather than 435’
members of Congress.” i




