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Hunt:
We Were
Trapped.

Says Baldwin
Was Acting as

Double Agent

By Lawrence Meyer
and Peter ‘A. Jay ,

» Washington Post Sfiaff Writers ‘

E. Howard Hunt Jr.
suggested yesterday that
he and his fellow con-
victed Watergate con-
spirators were “trapped”
by a “double agent” in
their group who provided
police with advance in-
formation about the Wa-
tergaté break-in.,

Hunt’s statements about
Alfred C. Baldwin III, a look-
out during the break-in, were
quickly ,rebutted . by = Sen,
Lowell P. Weicker Jr. R-
Conn.), who drew what ap-
peared to be a concessionary
smile from Hunt,

Butthe discussion brought
out into the open, a theory
that the committee’s “other
two  Republicang ~— Sens.
Howard H. Baker' 6f Ten. -
nessee and Edwatrd J. G
ney“of Florida — hath

-toying, with since /the 3
ings began last May: kgl

Baker has - cons(Bté: tly
questioned witnesses  in-
volved''in the June, 1972,
Watergate breakdin and
about intricate details of the

discovery of the burglary. -

Privately, according to in-
- formed sourtes, Baker :has

discussed: his suspicion thaf

' the arrest of five men inside
the ‘Watergate on June 17
was the result of a double
agent. ; :

Baldwin, the person
.named by Hunt as possibly

being such a double agent,
is a former FBI agent who °
worked for the 'Watergate -

conspirators monitoring tel-
ephone conversations in the
Demeeratic National Com-
mittee’s Watergate head-
‘quarters from a motel room
- across the street. During the

" - Watergate conspiracy trial,

he turned up as a key prose-
‘cution witness against the

.other conspirators. : %

© Asked by a reporter what
~difference it would make to
the Watergate investigation
if Baldwin were a double
agent, Baker replied, “Noti a
bit. It would just be a fact
- to know. It wouldn’t militate

one bit against what- hap- -

pened.” |

. Hunt’s testimony yester-
day provided few new de-
tails about the Watergate
break-in and” bugging or
other clandestine operations

in which he participated.

During his testimony | vester-
day, Hunt told tbe
committee: |

See HEARING, A10, Col. 1

T str ctions.

® He had never heen of-

. fered executive clemency. In
. addition, Hunt denied that

he had ever ordered or en-

" courdged four of the other

Watergate defendants, often
referred to as the “men

- from Miami,” to follow his

example and plead guilty.
® He called Bernard L. |
Barker, one of the men from

. HEARING, From A1l

Miami, in May, 1972, prior to -

President Nixon’s speech an-
nouncing the mining -of Hai-
"pheng harbor to ‘ask Barker:
‘to organize a telegram cam-

. paign to support the Presi-

dent’s decision,

® He spent  about: 4%

-early morning hours inter-

‘viewing ‘ITT lobbyist ‘Dita -
* Beard in her hospital room
in Mareh, 1972, . Hunt told

- the committee he used inter-
ruptions by thé attending

' physician to eall  special

counsel to the President,
* ‘Charles W. Cols

Ison, for in-

- Yesterday’s hearings clear-

1y were overshadowed by -
' “events elsewhere, In mid-
* afternoon, NBC-TV took ad-
. vantage of breaks in Hunt's
+lackluster testimony to an-
““nounce developments in the ,

*:Justice. ' Department’s deci-

- “sion that a federal grand

" Jjury in Baltimore would

_"begin hearing, evidence
"' against Vice' President Ag-
" “new on Thursday.

- At the end of the day, Jbe-
' fore ' committee chairman
‘Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr.. (D-
'N.C.) ha& recessed the hear-

' ings, television coverage ab-
. ruptly shifted to the splash-

down of Skylab I :
Hunt’s testimony  about’

. .~ Baldwin, who has denied be-
ing a double agent, was in-

" .. vited yesterday by Gurney. ..

" "Gurney pointed out to Hunt

. that tapes placed on the

.~ doors in. the Watergate the

night of the break:in by the
burglars had been removed
- by a security guard and
then replaced again by con-
vieted conspirator James W,

- MeCord Jr.

“You, yourself, of  course,” -

i, Gurney . said to Hunt, -
.+, “testified that the second
- breakin.did not make a
., great deal of Sense and then

after the tapes were discov-

_ered.to_have been removed,

you-thought it wag certainly
foolhardy to go ahead. Do
you have any theories on

: whether there was a double

agent here or not?”

“The series of events that
night, taken in their totality,
Sen. Gurney, have suggested
to me for many months that
we might have been, as it
were, ‘trapped -by informa.
tion having been provided
beforehand to local law en-
forcement authorities by a
member of our unit,” Hunt
replied. “I would have to in-
dicate that the most likely
subject would be Mr, Alfred
Baldwin.” . !

As supporting evidence,
Hunt. noted that Baldwin
-had been hired only shortly
before the Watergate inci-
dent, that he was hired by
MeCord through a magazine
advertisement, that Baldwin
“had rather intimate ties to
the - ‘Democratic Party in
Connecticut,” and that Bald-
win had failed the night of

" the arrests to give advance

warning when . plainclothes
police began their .search of
_the Watergate office build.
ing. . i

Hunt said that Baldwin’s
“intimate ties” to the Demo-
cratic Party consisted of
Baldwin’s being the nephew
of a Democratic judge and
that Baldwin had once rep-
resented himself ‘ag being
the nephew' of Connecticut
‘Democratie Party chairman

_ John Bailey,

Weicker opened his ques-
tioning ‘of Hunt by assert-

" ing, “The only relative that

Mr. Baldwin has who is or

. has been a judge is former

chief justice of the Supreme

- Court, State Supreme Court,

in Connecticut who would
be Raymond Baldwin who
was also the Republican sen-
ator from Connecticut, who
was also the Republican gov-
ernor from Connecticut and
who . is . generally looked
upon as Mr. Republican in
the state of Connecticut,

“You indicated also rela-

 tive to ‘Mr. Baldwin, that he

had indicated . ...a relation-
ship with John Bailey. Say-
ing that * he was his
nephew?” Weicker asked.

“I " know - he qualified



that” Hunt replied. “I was
given to understand by Mr.
McCord that at the time the
floor plan of the Democratic
National headquarters was
being compiled, Mr. Baldwin
represented himself to the

?_Sen. Sam Ervin, left, confers with counsel Sam
[

receptionist of the Demo-
cratic National Committee
and said that he was a
nephew of John Bailey and
given the red carpet treat-
ment-”

“So if in fact you were go-
ing to case the Democrat

National Committee head-

quarters, it would certainly
be far more appropriate to
identify yourself with John

.Bailey rather than Robert

Dole (former chairman of
the Republican National
Committee) or Clark Mac-
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uel Dash at Watergate session.



Gregor (former director of
the Committee for the Re-

election of the President), .

wouldn’t it?”” Weicker asked.

“Yes, Senator,” Hunt rep-
lied with a fleeting smile.

Hunt also was asked by
Sen. Daniel K. Inouye (D-
Hawaii) whether, if Baldwin
had notified the police in
advance of the break-in,
“did you consider that his
actions were wrong or ille-
gal in notifying the police of
the burglary.”

“My assumption, of course,
Sen. Lnouye, was that the
project itself was legal”
-Hunt replied. “Now, Mr.

Baldwin’s actions in disclos-

irg the project or setting up
an entrapment really is an-

other matter. ! Certainly, it

Wwas a matter of the greatest
disloyalty to “his employer
and to those of us who com-
prised the entry group. The
courts have yet to decide the

- legality or nonlegality of the
operation itself.”

"During the morning ses-
sion, Hunt gave the commit-
tee a detailed account of his
visit in March, 1972, to inter-

" view lobbyist Dita Beard in
a Denver hospital. He said
he was sent on the assign-
ment by Colson, then spe-
cial counsel to the Presi-

dent, to determine whether

a controversial memo attrib-
uted to Mrs. Beard. was
fraudulent,

The memo, reported by
syndicated columnist Jack
Anderson, alleged there was
a direct connection between
the = Justice Department’s
settlement of antitrust cases
involving the International
Telephone and Telegraph
Corp. and an ITT offer to

help bring the 1972 Republi-
can national convention to
San Diego. g

Hunt described yesterday
how, wearing a disguise and
using an assumed name, he
interviewed Mrs. Beard, who
was . hospitalized at the
Rocky  Mountain  Osteo-
pathic Hospital and being
treated for a heart ailment.

The interview took /place
one night between 11 p.m.
and 3 o’clock the next morn-
ing, Hunt said, and when-
ever he was interrupted by -
an attending physician . he
would leave Mrs. Beard’s
room and put in a call to
Colson in Washington. .

Mrs. Beard was under
heavy sedation; he eaid; and
he never got a clear answer .
when he asked her if the
memo was a forgery. (Mrs.

-Beard eventually did say the ;

memo was “a hoax” and a
forgery, some three weeks
after Anderson first report-
ed its existence. -

Mrs. Beard's son, Robert
D. Beard, told reporters ear-
lier this year that his
mother had been visited in
the hopspital by a ‘“‘very ee-
rie” man who wouldn’t give
his name, and. who had “a
red wig on cockeyed, like he
putit on in a dark car.”

Richard Helms, former
Central Intelligence Agency
director, whosa agency had
furnished Hunt the wig,
told the committee good-hu-
moredly earlier this summer .
that the wig wasn’t red hut
brown, and that the CIA
technicians who provided it
were indignant at the sug-
gestion they would 'supply
an ill-fitting red wig. Hunt
cited Helms’ testimony yes-
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Alfred C. Baldwin III denied he told police of the
plan to plant bugs in/ the Democratic headquarters.

’



m.&.oamua Hunt Jr,,

: : By Jaimes K. W. Atherton—The Washington Post -

right, finds a light moment with his lawyers before resuming testimony in the Watergate hearings.

“clarify what he-

- 000 to Hunt’s ‘wife and to

terday and said with a Smile
that, in fact, the wig was
brown.

Hunt said he was sent on
the Beard mission by Wal-
lace Johnson, then a mem-
ber of the congressional rel-
ations staff at the ‘White
House, to whom he was re-
ferred by Colson.

Inouye noted that Colson,
under -oath, has testified
elsewhere that the idea of
interviewing Mrs, Beard was
Hunt’s. Hunt said it wasn’t,
and that he didn’t know
where the idea originated al-
though it was. Colson who

brought him into- the affair
by sending him to J ohnson.

In other questioning yes-
terday, s\mmnwm«. sought to
ne-saw as a dis-
crepancy between the
amount of money Hunt said
he'and the other Watergate
defendants received from
Nixon administration and
campaign officials and the
amount  other witnesses
have mentioned,

Hunt has testified that he
received a total of at least

- $217,000 in various install.

ments, $156,000 of which was
given his former attorney,

- William O. Bittman, in legal

fees..

Former New York City.po-
liceman Anthony Ulasewicz
and Nixon 'campaign aide
Frederick C.LaRue testified
that they ‘distributed - $266,-

Bittman.  Why, Weicker
wanted to know, was there a
difference  between  the
amount of money Hunt re-
membered - receiving and

‘that which the other wit.

nesses said they supplied?

Hunt was unable tg give a

_.Clear answer and Weicker

did not press ‘the matter.
The Connecticut senator did
say that he found the $156,-.
000 in fees given to Bittman
to bé “unusuval” especially
‘as the four Cuban-Ameri-
cans who were codefendants
with Hunt in the Watergate
case had @combined legal
fees of only $36,000.

During the day, Hunt said
several times—as he did on
Monday—that he felt “let
down” by the White House’s
failure to support him and
his  codefendants, more
-strongly. . The Watergate
break-in, he maintained, he
still believes to have been a
legal act carried out on the
instruction of high govern-
ment officials for legitimate
national security purposes.

The committee remained
in session later than usual
last night to allow Hunt to
complete his testimony. The
hearings will resume today
at 10 a.m. with White House
alde Patrick Buchanan as the
witness.

Television to Cover
Today’s Hearings

The Senate Watergate
hearings will resume at
10 am. today with festi-
mony by Patrick J. Buc-
hanan, a White House
aide. . o
Channel 9 (CBS-WTOP)
will televise the hearings
live, beginning at 10 am.
‘Channel 26 (WETA) will
rebroadeast t.he- sessions,
starting at 8 p.m.

The networks have an-
nounced no-plans for
coverage beyond. today.



By James K. W. Atherton—The Washington Fost

E. Howard Hunt Jr. chats with son St. John and daughter Lisa during a break:




