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Fair Treatment
Of Vlce PreSIdent
Urged by Nixon

By David S. Broder -
Washington Post Staff Writer
Vice Presment Agnew, in a historical move, yesterday
asked the House of Representatives to mvestlgate the
charges of bribery and kickbacks that have swirled around

him for weeks. Such an inquiry could lead to impeach-

ment proceedings.

He made his dramatic request a half-hour after Attor-
ney General Elliot L. Richardson announced that evidence
concernmg Agnew would be presented to a federal grand
jury in Baltimore on Thursday

President Nixon met with both Agnew and Richardson
yesterday morning and did nothmg publicly to dissuade
either of them from their conflicting courses of action.
But later in the day Mr. Nixon issued a statement asking
the American people to “accord the Vice Pre51dent the

basic, decent consideration and presumption of innocence

that are both his rlght and his due.”

The extraordmary day, which included fresh TUmors

of an Agnew resignation and fresh denials from his aides,
ended with the situation full of uncertainty.

There was substantial doubt that the Democratic lead-
ers of the House would accede to Agnew’s request for a
congressional investigation. There was widespread expecta-
tion—but no confirmation—that the Vice President’s at-

torneys would move in court today to block the Justice,

Department from glvmg evidence on Agnew to thegrand
jury. ;

And, in a capital awash with rumors of plots and goun-
terplots, the greatest uncertainty of all “was whether
either the Justice Department or the Vice President was
respecting the wishes of the President of the United States.

A top presidential aide, involved in what must have been

frantic backstage negotiations, said last night that “the

Vice President is ploceedlng the way he thinks best, and
the Justice Department is proceeding as it thinks it must.”

‘But, he-added that no one should. necessanlv assume

that this double-edged legal-political battle “is a good .

move” from the point of view 0f a President dlready

locked in combat with the courts and with Congress over

) his own.role in.the Watergate case. i
Agnew went to the office of House Speaker Carl Albert’

AGNEW REQUESTS HOUSE,INQUIBY;
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yes’aerday afternoon and personally presented to'House

leaders of both par’rles his request for a formal investiga-
tion.,

In a letter he handed to Albert, Agnew said he would
fight “any criminal proceedings being lodged against me;”

but ‘would “cooperate fully” with a House investigation,
_ which, he said, offered the best means‘of “preservmfr thé

constitutional stature of my office and accomplishing my
personal vindication.”

He cited the precedent of an 1827 investigation of war-
profiteering charges against Vice President'John C. Cal-
houn, and said: “I am confident that, like Vice Président
Calhoun, I shall be vindicated by the House.”

After meeting with Agnew for 90 minutes and conferr-
ing for another half-hour with his Democratlc Colleagues,
Albert said: “I don’t know what we’ll do .
to consult a lot of people.”

But the No. 2 Democrat, Majority Leader’ Thomas P.
O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.), said, “My personal view is that we
shouldn’t act at all until the courts decide the question of

. We've got
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ew “I-eannot acquiesc ny»crnnmai ‘procee
bemg lodged against me in Maryland or eIsewhere.

whether he can be mdlcted and there were other mdlca- ,
tions that Agnew’s request faced delay or rejection.

Rep. John B. Anderson (R-IIl), chairman of the House

‘Republican Conference, said, “I can’t helieve they (the :

Democrats) are going to go along with it. They won’t bail .
the Vice President out of his predicament.” ’
Meantime, -a- Justice Department ‘spokesman last night °
reaffirmed Attorney General Richardson’s decision to
permit prosecutors in Baltimore to. begin giving evidence
on Agnew .to the grand jury that has been 1nvest1gatmg
chatges ‘of . kickhacks: to present and former Maryland
officials from contractors and consultants in the state..

\ Agnew had been informed in early ‘August that he was
under investigation in the widespread probe for possible
violation of bribery, conspirarcy and tax laws. :

In a formal statement,’ Richardson yesterday confirmed
that since Sept. 12 he and other department officials have
been meeting privately with Agnew’s lawyers “to discuss
procedural aspects of the case and options available to the
Vice President.” |

The Washington Post reported.last Saturday that in
those discussions, both sides had raised the possibility of
Agnew resigning from office in return for most or all of
the charges being dropped. Just moments before Richard-
son issued his statement yesterday, the Dow-Jones news
service reported that Agnew had made such an offer and
that it had been accepted in principle.

But Agnew’s office denied the report—-as it had. done
with the earlier version—and Richardson said “the dis-
cussions have . failed to yield a satlsfactory Te-
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Agnew leaves the Capitol after a meeting with Speaker of the

House Carl Albert,
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solution. It has proved.im-

possible, to this point, to

. reconcile the Vice Presi-
dent’s interests, as repre-
sented by his counsel, with

 the Départment of Justice’s

- perception of its responsi-

bility to assure that justice

»

. is pursueq fully and fairly.

Accordingly, Richardson
said, he had authorized U.S.
Attorney George Beall to
- begin presenting the evi-
dence on Agnew to the
grand jury -on Thursday.

Agnew’s attorneys had no
comment on the action, but
there was widespread specu-
lation in Baltimore that they
* will interpose constitutional
- objections to Richardson’s
-actions today.

- Such an action was clearly

forecast in Agnew’s letter
{0 Speaker. Albert. The Vice
President said that “after
the most careful study, my
ccounsel have advised me
-that the Censtitution bars a
,criminal proceeding of any
+kind . .. -against a President
.or.Viece President, while he
holds office.

« “Accordingly, I cannot
.acquiesce in any criminal
‘proceeding being 1 odged

against me in Maryland or
= elsewhere.”

. Agnew had informed Mr.

Nixon of his stand in a-

-meeting at mid-morning, re-
‘quested by Mr. Nixon after
-he had been briefed by
. Richardson 'on the break-
~down in the negotiations,
For.reasons that were not
clear, Justice Department
officials - said the President
+had not immediately relayed
.that information to the At-
«torney General, and they
said - Richardson -was yn-
aware.of Agnew’s intentions
.when he made . his an-
:nouncement that the case
. would go to the grand jury.

w1 While Richardson said in

. his statement that the nego-
.. tiations with Agnew’s attor-

i neys ‘“took place with the
;- approval of the President’s
counsel (Leonard Garment)
.-and the President,” he said
" .nothing about presidential

approval of the decision to
. proceed with the grand jury.

., Aides later said they could
+ not go beyond Richardson’s
_own statement. |

| Similarly, on Agnew’s de-
., cisionyto ask for a House in-
. vestigation, there was no in-
dication that Mr. Nixon had

[

endorsed such action. Two
White House officials and an
aide to Agnew all told The
Washington Post the action

‘was decided on by the Vice
President on his own.

In a statement issued af-
ter both Richardson and Ag-
new had indicated their
courses of action, Mr. Nixon
said Agnew in their morning
meeting had ‘“again denied
the charges-that have been

made against him” and had
“informed me” that he in-
tended to request a House
investigation.

“I wish,” the President
said, “to emphasize my
strong belief that ' during
these proceedings the Vice
President is.entitled to the
same presumption of inno-
cence which ig the right of
any citizen.” -+ -

Mr. Nixon praised Ag-




new’s s_érvice as Vice Presi-
dent and said “he has won
the respect of millions of

Americans for the candor
and courage with which he

has addressed the controver-

sial issues of our time-”

The ' presidential .state--
m-em: put a temporar" bene-'
£ ¥ ﬂl 5

: First word of’ the drarna

that was in store came short-
ly after noon when deputy
press secretary Gerald L.
Warren, replying to a ques-
tion at his briefing, said
that the President met in his
Oval office for nearly an
“hour and- a half with- Rich-
ardson- -and A551stant At-
‘torney 'General Henry E
= Peterse
S40The - meeting, ‘Wwhich - had
been’ long expected began

about 8:30 a.m., Warren re-
ported.

The President met with
Richardson and Petersen “to

receive an assessment of the
investigation under way in-

volving the Vice Presxdent >,

Warren “said.

Follpwing ‘that meeting,
the President asked the Vice
President to come  to his
office, and they met in the
‘Oval off1ce for a little more

than an hour, Warren said.

In answer .to questions,
Warren said that the Vice
President had not resigned

- and that the President. had
not asked the Vice President

to resign. No one in the

White House has pressured ..

Agnew to re51gn Warren in-
sisted.

" A short time Iater, the,

Vice President’s office con-
firmed that he had canceled
plans to speak at an insur-

iance meeting today in Peb- .

ble Beach, Calif, but in-
sisted that he would keep his
engagement to speak before

Ca grou‘p of Republican wom-

en in Los Angeles Satur-
day.
About the time that Ag-

-new’s office was making that

statement, -House Minority
Leader Gerald R." Ford (R-
Mich.) was seen entering the

White House.. He was met =

just inside the ‘door by a
White House aide and’ they

© walked quickly across West

Executive Avenue to the Ex:
ecutive Office Building,
where Mr. Nixon was work-

ing in" his EOB -hideaway.

The White House at first re-
fused - to acknowledge that
Ford met with the President,
but later it did so. without

giving any details on the

meeting.
By mld-afternoon the
Dow-Jones financial wire re-
ported that Agnew had of-
fered to resign, a report that

immediately was branded as .

false by J. Marsh Thomson,

- Agnew’s press secretary.
Shortly before 3 p.m., while

Ford and the President were
still meetmg the Justice De-
partment announced that
Richardson® would have a
statement at about 3 p.m.

The stateraent was not re- -

leased, however, until short-
1y after4p.m by which time

" Agnew had set up ameeting
with House leaders and was -

preparing to leave his EOB

office for the drwe to the .

Capltol

Present for 'the Sessmn in
the Speaker’s office were Al-
bert, O’Neill, Ford, Majority

Wth John J. McFall D- .

Calif.), Minority Whip Leslie
C. Arends (R-IIL), Judiciary
Committee Chairman Peter
W. Rodino (D-N.J.), Rep. Ed-
ward Hutchinson (R - Mich.),
rankmg Republican on Judi-
ciary, and House Parliamen-
tarian Lewis Deschler.

After discussing Agnew’s
request for a House mves’a»

gatlon for 70 minutes, the

‘House leaders went mto the

chamber and interrupted con-
sideration of an immigration
bill to have Agnew’s letter

-read.

Shortly afterward, the Vice
President left the Speaker’s
office and told reporters,
“The letter speaks for itself.
I may have a comment later,
maybe in-a few days.”

The House Democratie
leaders met until after 6
p.m., but Albert say they had
left the ‘meeting undecided

- on their course of action. He

said the decision on how to

-proceed will be. “up.to the

whole  House” but would not

‘comment on How ‘the issuye

would get before the House.

McFall said the . alterna-
tives would include referring

‘the matter to the Judwlary
100mm1ttee appointing a- se-
“lect committee to conduct an
inquiry, or doing nothing,

Hutchinson, tlough: the
top Republican on Judiciary,
said he would prefer a select
committee handle the mat-

- ter. He said he supported

Agnew’s request but added,
“I domt blame them. Cthe
Demoerats) for taking. their
time in deciding.”

That Albert would face
some opposmon from his fel-
low-partisans” in doing what
Agnew asked quickly be-
came obvmus Backing
O’Neill’s skeptlmsm, Rep.
James G. O’Hara (D-Mich.),.
a fornier president of the
liberal Democratic' Study

‘Group, said he believed the
House “ought not to get into

it at this time.”

“It seems to me,” O’Hara
said, “an effort by Mr, Ag-
new to confuse the issue
and . buttress his claim that
impeachment is the ‘proper

Aforum rather than the

courts.” o

Several members of the
House "expressed the view
that an investigation could
be construed as a prelimin.’
arv step toward impeach-'

ment, but Hutchinson noted
that if a House committee
“doesn’t find any evidence
of an impeachable offense,
it wouldn’t lead to any-
thing.”

Contributing to this story
were Washington Post report-
ers William Chapman, Car-
roll Kilpatrick, Susanna Me-
Bee, William G'rezder Lou
Cannon Ed Walsh, Richard
Lyons and Spencer Rich.



