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 Probe of Hughes'
- Gifts to Nixon

-Las‘yeg«as :

SENATE SLEUTHS are investigating
two $50,000 contributions to President

Nixon from billionaire Howard Hughes.

The money was handed over in eash to the

President’s friend, Bebe Rebozo, in 1969

and 1970. ' - «

Although Hughes’ aides describe the
$100,000 as a “‘campaign contribution,”
the President wasn’t rumning for office in
1969 or 1970. The Senate Watergate Com-
mittee is investigating reports that the
money may have been diverted to the
Pregsident’s personal use. .
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HIS is vigorously denied by White
House spokesman Gerald Warren,

who said: “The President never received
any such money.” Rebozo refused to com-

ment on the charges. Sources close to

him, however, stated that neither he nor
the President has ever used campaign
meoney for personal purposes.

We first reported on August 6, 1971,
that Hughes’ aides “siphoned off $100,000
from the Silver Slipper, a Hughes gam-
bling. emporium, - for - Nixon’s campaign.
The money was delivered by Richard Dan-
ver, |a Hughes exec, to Bebe Rebozo, a
Nixon confidant.”

. Watergate Investigators have now veri-

Jack An,ers'on. :

fied our story from some of the pl‘inciﬁals.
The payments to Mr. Nixon, the probers
have been told, began in late 1969 at a
time when Hughes was consolidating his
hotel-casino empire in Nevada. :

The first $50,000 was slipped toRéﬁgzo  "

‘in late 1969 -not long after the President

personally approved Hughes’ purchase of
the airline, Air West. The money was de-
livered by Hughes hotelman Danner to
Rebozo, the Senate investigators have
been told. ‘

The second $50,000 contribution was
made in the summer of 1970 -when
Hughes became the largest casino opera-
tor in the world. Again, it was Danner
who passed the money to Rebozo.
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ITNESSES have told Watergate in-
vestigators that the $100,000 posi-
tively was intended for Mr. Nixon, not Re-
bozo. What the President did with the
money, if he received it, remains a mys-
tery. 3
In 1969 and 1970, he was completing the
purchase of his San Clemente estate. Both
Rebozo and Robert Abplanalp particit
in the acquisition. o
The President’s personal attorney,
Herbert Kalmbach, has denied that sany’
campaign contributions were used. ‘




