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What followed was

. From Page 1 %\g L
them to come to th
er’s-office on an urg
ter.

) Before long, -th ;
Joined . by Senate minority
le:(ziggg Hugh Scott (Rep-Pa)
and Senator Barry Goldwater
(Rep-Ariz.). %* f

JAaMm
And in almost no time at

all, the narrow Capitol cor-

ridor outside the Speaker’s -
office was jammed. with .

House members, . congres-
sional staff and’ Ieporters
eagerly waiting to find out
wh,g.;, was going to:happen.
At.one point, there: seemed
to be more members. in the
hall than on the Houge floor
o dtself.
Thier interest was natural,
Ever since reports began to
circulate of Agnew’s meet.
Ing; earlier in- the' day with
President: Nixon, rumors of
an . Agnew resignation: once
more filled the cloakrooms.
But if the vice président
were going' to resign, they
asked, why was He visiting
with Speaker Albert? ' |
Albgrt himself had time to
wornder. .. Fordyhadyealled
him early in tﬁéé %%c%-&fli:g to|
tell him Agnew wanted to-

A‘g;~ Di‘ulﬁuﬁc Day _
©On the Hill .

¥ . By Thomas J: Eoley.
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At a few minutes past 4 p.m. yesterday, Vice
President Agnew walked into House Speaker
- Carl Albert’s office and handed the Democratic .
¢ leader something he didn’t expect and.giduit’
- want — an invitation to investigate cha;?;%”
- being made against the vice president. ..

described by participants as ‘“very.tense, very:

' serious,” in which the embattled vice president.
made a strong plea to congressional leaders to
take over a probe that Agnew’s ‘own administra- -
tion wants a grand jury to conduct.

Albert’s first action after Agnew handed him
the letter was to call in House leaders#of both
parties. House ‘parlamentarian Lewis ,Deschler

‘approached Minority Leader Geraldl Riv Ford
(Rgp-Mich.), Majority Leader Thomas P. 0'Neill
Jr ¥ (Dem-Mass.), majority whip John McFall
(Dem-Calif.) and minority whip Leslie “Arends
(Rep-Ill.) on the House floor and quietly asked
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1 ‘meet with the peaker on an

les, such asiw v
.quiry should be conducted

.bert sent Represe
o McFall to  ask judiciary
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a 90-minute meeting

e

important . matte
the afternoon.
INSIDE

Inside Albert’s offige; the
lawmakers heard sAgnew
make his case. One partici-
‘pant said, “The vice presi-
dent appeared very anxious
— anxious in the sense that

-he was urging some affirma-

tive action be taken.’’-

Ever since the Watergate

hearings began to raise
questions about President
Nixon’s involvement, the
Dep}ocratic‘ :leadershg% has
tredted impeachment like a
het potato. They. discour-
aged talkof impeachiilg the
President and, from all indi-
cations, were content, to let
the vice president’s.. prob-
lems

courts.

Dyring thew\mee'ti&é, the
leaders, disciissed mgcham-
/hether the in-.

A

by the judiciary committee
or _a select mittee, Ac-

cording to pal cipants, Ag-
news himself di

-not specify
which he would prefer, .
D) ... CAIL . g
$hortly before"s'p

ey Al-
tative

be settled ;y t‘he‘

comifilittee cpairman Peter
R%o: em-N.J.) and Rep-
resentative Edward Hutch-
inspn (Rep-Mich.), the com-
mittee’s. rankingRepubli-

"' can, to join the meeting. ' -

‘Rodino indicated he wasn't
eager to take up the matter
but ithat, if any committee

“did,” he believed the judi-

ciary committee should han-
dle the inquiry. E
Finally, Agnew toldithe
Congressmen he had pre-
pared copies of the letter

and was going to hand them

to reporters when he left:Al-
bert’s office. o

At ‘this point, Ford sug--
“gested that the vice presi-

dent wait unitl the letter had
been made part of the offi-
cial House record before he
released it. s

Ail:}’ert agt eed and, while
Aguew waited in the Speak-

% %

er’s office, Albert and the

"

other leaders went to fhe
floor” where the House was
just, finishing debate on an

immigration bill. A
The drama of the unortho-
dox procedure was masked
somewhat by Albert’s low
key approach,
The Speaker simply an-

' nounged that he had a com-

munication for the House
and thanded the three-page
letter. to majority read;;pg
clerk! Charles Hackney who
read it to a hushed House. '

Albert quickly adjourned

the House and returned.to
his office to say good-by to
Agnew. When he emerged
from, Albert’s office, 90 min-
utes after going in, the vice
president told waiting news-
men ‘only that “the letfer
spea}§s -for itself and TlI
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" There was. . spme“f?fum.—
bling, on the House floor
among Democrats to the ef-
fect they did not have some

warning that the letter was .

u T

haye no further state'men%et :
© this time.” * G-

% GRUMBLES . -~ thecourts. L

with 12-honest ‘men than
. Who “aren’t’So honest***

&

adjourniment ;prevented any
more:overt reaction. .

- coming. . But Albert?%%ﬂil@clﬁ

i
_These seemed.tobeigener-
alyjagieement in fthe-eorri-

dogs: that Agnew believed his.
Bon,

best. chances, for: vindieati
would come in the Houseo
Representatives rather than

As one liberal Democrat
was. overheard saying: “He
might have a rougher time




