Pressure

“there is a disposition on the!
part of the, White .House or;
people in-the White House to'
force the .Vice President to
resign or that the White
House is applying pressure on
the Vice President to resign,
or that the White House is the
source of the stories which
say that the Vice President
will resign,

“Now beyond that,” Warren
said, “I will not have any fur-
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The White House broke|
its puzzling silence on Vlce
President Spiro T. Agnew S
status yesterday with a cau—
tlous statement of sup
and denials of any
House! effort to remove
{from ‘office. ;

But even as these stat" f
ments were bemg issued, there
was a fresh report that a prm— '
cipal White House official has
predicted Agnew’s resignation
in the “next few weeks.” The
report came from an Eastern
Republican who said he was
told by the official within the
past few days that Agnews
departure would give the
President “an opportunity” to
set a whole new tone for.the
administration.”

These developments came
amid a'barrage of reports that
great tensions are building up
between Agnew and the White
House staff. They are based
yon the’ belief among Agnew
associates that a concerted ef-
fort is under way within the
administration to build:: up
pressufe for Agnew’s resugna—
tion.

The ; beleagued Vice Pres1-
dent is under 1nvest1gat101} by
a federal grand jury in Balti-|
more..in .connection with al-
legati .that Je may have re:
ceived kickhaeks' or other il-
legal; payments from business-
men rwhﬂe governor of Mary
land. .

Deputy Whlte House press
secretary Gerald -1. Warren
yesterday sought to deflate re-
portsiof a White House effort
to undermme ‘Agnew’s p051~
tion.

He had declined on Tuesda ]
to make any response to re-
ports that Agnew was consid- !
ering resignation. Nor wouldz
he respond to questions about
"|Mr. Nixon’s support for the
Vice' President.
Yesterday Warren: changed
the . script. He brapded as
“false” stories alleging that;

m

bty

mem of SUpport for Agnev&f’%

President’ like. they supported

Ehrlichman. They don’t dol
what the Vice President d1d in |,
- the case of the President and
Watergate.

his “no comments” Tuesday
and his statement yesterday
came after direct dlscussmns
with the President.

ing ‘man,”
knows what people will read
into omissions.”

tary, J. Marsh Thomson, did
not accuse the White House of
spreadmg the story that"

son’s owp statementr
the ‘
the President and the Vice

ther comment -until the: At-
torney General cempletes his
assessment of this srtuatlon
and addresses this matter.”
Under questioning, Warren
did say that Mr. Nixon stood
by his Sept. 5 press confer-
ence statement expressing
confidence in Agnew’s
“integrity during the period
that he served as Vice- Pre51-
dent » ok

" Some of Agnew’s strongestj
supporters continued to ex-|
press the view that the Vlce‘
Président is being undermined |

by the White House.

Victor Gold, Agnew’s for-| e .

. ers, cited th" “no comments”
of Warren to questions ’Pues-
day about whether Mr. Nixon
still supported Agnew.

“This is calculated byithe al

White House to keep the Ag

new story alive,” Gold said.. “I
blame the staff at the highest!
level, by which I mean Melvm,

a1rd and General (Alexande1 !

- M.) Haig.”

Both Haig and Lalrd demed!
Gold’s charges. They said they
e not involved in an?@

Geld said he urged Lalrﬂ to
call Warren and have ‘{hlm

“Let’s have the Presujent
and his people stand up,” Gold
said. “They can wipe out ‘this

talk overnight. Why don’t they ;

say, - ‘We support “the

(H,'R.). Haldeman and (John

| Warren made it clear t}hat

. “The President is a calculat-
Gold said. 9He

Agnew S present press secre-

wing tension between

do|!

éx'1: see what' ‘isigoing
As A conscious cong ction
of the White House,” Th ngson
said. :

Asked whether it was
unconsicous
Thomson repliedr “We don’t
hagge unanimity on ' that
around here, but we regard it
asunwarthy to suggest in any
way that Messrs. Laird and
Haig want him to resign.”

‘ Thomson said that Agnew
would speak next Wednesday
in California to a closed-door
session of insurance executive
in Pebble Beach and to an
open meeting of the Califofnia

Federation ‘of Republican
Women . three ‘days later in
Los Angeles. The Pebble

Beach meeting is closed at the|

request-of the insurance exec-
utives, -niot Agnew, Thomson
added.

: THomson dneied reports
that Agrnew had canceled ‘an
appearance next Tuesday: be-
;r% the Forum on Growth in

sa because of the resigna-
tion stories. He said the Vice
P@e&dent had declined the in-
vitation in August.

"‘Sen Henry Bellmon has
asked the Vice President to re-

' consider and he is domg so0,”

Thomson said. “But it is un-
hl{_'y that he will make ‘the
speech because of the conflict
- his California appear-

Pebble Beach and Los Angeles
speeches, Thomson said. It is
“likely” that he will visit
Frank Sinatrain Palm Springs,
Thomson said, though no
defmrte schedule has hbeen
decided. »

On Capitol Hill, a number
of Senate Democrats privately
oressed ‘anger at the thought
that ' ‘a presidentially nomi-
nated Vice President to re-
place Agnew would use his
p051t1 to promote his own
presrdentlal candidacy in 1976.

*Some ;Democrats expressed
the view that the Democrats

shQ d,?aattempt to block any
vic

pres1dency

Some leading Repubhcans
also are known to feel the’
same way, believing that any-
one,who might be neminated

Nixon to win the party nomi-

‘Ination in 1976. -

At a ‘news conference in
New 'York, former Texas
Gov. John Connally—frequently
mentioned as a vice presden-
tial replacement if Agnew
does resign—fended off all
questmns about. Agnew or.the
v1ce‘=;p sidency.

Gov Nelson_ A Itockefeller

concoction,” |

Agnew will take a day or5
two of rest between thel

e presidential nominee un- ;
i |1ess he pledges not to- seek the

would be hand-picked by Mr. .

rk. det:lmed to give
ron whether he
eptra vice presiden-
tial nomination.

At the White House, Warren
declined to concede that his
“no™ -comment” statements
Tuesday when questioned
about .a report that Agnew
was considering resigning con-
tributed to speculations. that

there.was a .rift between..the.
President and Vice President.

Warren said he had made no
comment on the original re-
port and that the Vice Presi-
dent also had refused to _om-
ment. -

“We felt that was appropri-
ate then,” hesaid. - :




