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Nixon'’s Mldmght
Ca" for the Tapes

Wa,shin gton

President Nixon asked
the White House to fly one
of the Watergate tapes to
his home in California at
midnight on one of the
five days that John W.
‘Dean’ IIT testified before
the Watergate commit-
tee, Senate investigators
have disclosed.

The committee officials
said the President discarded
the plan — but had one of
his Watergate lawyers listen
to the recording in the White

House the same night and

then brief him on its con-
tents — after being informed

“there was not a convenient’

courier flight to rush the
tape to San Clemente.

The Senate sources said
this was only one of several
. instances in which Mr. Nix-
on permitted aides to listen
. to Watergate tapes or be
briefed on their contents.

In. refusing ‘to make the
“tapes’ available to the Senate
"“panel, “the special govern-
ment presecutor on Water-
gate or to U.S. District

Court Judge John J. Sirica,

Mr. Nixon has contended
that to do so would violate a
“principle o f confidentiali-

. ty” essential to the the pres-.

idency.

The U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia
will hear oral arguments to-
morrow in the President’s
appeal of Judge Sirica’s-rul-
ing that the tapes must be

surrendered to him to be ex- .

amined in private.

The Senate investigators
said they believe Mr. Nix-
on’s handling of the tapes
before their existence be-
came known July 16 could
be a factor in weighing the
argument about their confi-
dentiality.

But the sources said that
thus far lawyers for the Se-
lect Committee on Presiden-
tial Campaign Activities
have shown little interest in
submitting the information
to the courts as part of the

Senate lawsuit to gain ac-
cess to the tapes.

‘The committee and Archi-

.bald" Cox, the prosecutor,

want to hear the tapes in the
hope _that they will" shed
]ight on who has been tell-
ing the truth about the bur-
glary of the Democrats
headquarters- in the” Water-

+ gate complex last year and
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~ the subsequent.cover up.
The committee, which re- -

cessed early last month, will
meet tomorrow to plan for
the resumption of public
hearings later this month.
According to the sources,
the Senate committee ob-
tained new details concern-
ing the treatment of the
tapes when the committee
staff conducted private in-
terviews last month with
Stephen B. Bull, a special
assistant to the presi-

dent and White House press

secretary Ronald L. Ziegler.
DETAILS
-Among the details, they
said, were the following:
~On June 27, the third
day of testimony by Dean,
former White House legal
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counsel, the paging device
worn by Bull buzzed as he
‘was dining not far from San
.Clemente at 9.p.m.

Bull telephoned the San

Clemente compound and :
was told by Alexander M.

Haig Jr., the President’s
chief of staff, that Mr. Nixon
wanted the tape of his April
15 conversation with Dean
flown to California as soon
‘as possible.

Bull, as the White House
staff . administrator, was
able to tell Haig immediate-
ly that there was no conveni-
ent, courier flight from
‘Washington at that hour.

SUSPICIOUS
Accordingly, Bull was said

to have been instructed to
make arrangements for the
Secret Service to play the
April 15 tape at the White
House for J. Fred Buzhardt
Jr.,. a special Watergate
counsel, so that Buzhardt
could brief the President by
telephone.

Dean has testified that he

became suspicious that the
President was recording the
April 15 conversation when
the President asked him a
number of leading questions
and then stepped away from
his desk to say, in a barely
audible tone, that he had
been ‘foolish” to discuss ex-
ecutive clemency for a Wat-
ergate defendant with a
member of his staff.

Mr. Nixon has said his
only discussions of clemency
dealt with his statements
that it would not be granted -
to any Watergate conspira-
tor.

President Nixon was said’
to have asked Bull on June
4 to listen to the recording
of a March 15 meeting he
had had with Dean and
Richard A. Moore, a special
counsel fo the President.
Bull made notes on the con-
versation and then read the
notes to Mr. Nixon.

REPEAT
The President then called
Ziegler to his office andhad
Bull repeat the information.
The sources said that both
Bull . and Ziegler had con-
firmed the account, but that

" neither would say wha’c was

on the tape.

There was no explanation
of the President’s interest in
the' March 15 tape.

The Senate sources said
Bull also had given the com-
mittee information about the
availability of several tapes:
to H. R. Haldeman both be-
fore and after Haldeman re-
signed April 30 from his post
as White House" chief of
staff.



