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 GSA Lease Involving Friends
- Of Sen. Scott Under Probe

PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 30
(AP)—U.S. Attorney Robert

" E.J. Curran says the Justice

Department is investigating
. afederal leasing contract in-
volving friends and associ-
aes of Senate Minority
Leader Hugh Scott (R-Pa.)

The investigation involves
the General Service Admin-
istration agreement to lease
regional offices in a build-
ing constructed by delev-
oper Matthew B. Weinstein,
Curran said.

~ Weinstein has been a
' friend of Scott for 25 years,
. and negotiations for agree-
ment were handled by Wein-
. stein’s nephew, Herbert Fo-
. gel. '
There has been no evi-
. dence of involvement in the
case by Scott.

Justice Department offi-
cials in Washington refused
any comment on the Phila-

' delphia investigation or
whether it is at all related
to the investigation of Vice
President Spiro T. Agnew
presently being conducted
in Maryland.

George Beall, the U.S. at-
torney for Maryland, has in-

. formed Agnew that he is un-
der investigation for possi-
ble violation -of extortion,
bribery, conspiracy and tax

' laws. | :

The investigation, accord-
ing to informed sources, in-
cludes allegations that since

" Agnew-became Vice Presi-
dent, money collected .on his
behalf from Maryland busi-

nessmen, ostensibly as cam-
paign contributions, was
used to influence the award
of federal contracts by the
GSA.

Curran said a complaint
against the Philadelphia
agreement was filed here
five months ago, soon after
it was reported that Wein-
stein was awarded the lease
even though he submitted
the high bid and failed to -
meet five criteria set by the
GSA., .

John W. Merriam, one of
the losing bidders, has filed

a civil suit in U.S. District
Court here charging that
the lease was awarded on
the basis of false informa-
tion supplied by Weinstein.
The lease confract al-
lowed Weinstein to build his

18-story Gateway Building
~near downtown Philadel-

bribery, conspiracy and tax
million a year in rents for
20 years. o

The contract was  ap-
proved by GSA adminisira-
tor Robert L. Kunzig, a for-
mer aide to Scott and now a
federal judge. :
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