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WASHINGTON, Aug. 28 -
President Nixon is “not justa
lame duck, he is a woundi
duck,” said Representatie
Howard W. Robison, a Rept-
lican with 15 years in te
House. Among his upstate Nw
York constituents more th
four out of 12 who answered
Robison questionnaire favorl
Mr. Nixon's resignation or -
moval.

Yet, like most of two dozn
House members recently ints-
viewed in their districts, M.
Robison will return to Cc-
gress next month believing tit
impeachment is an unthinkale

United Press International
Representative Dan Ros-
tenkowski, Chicago Dem-
_ocrat, says his constitu-
ents are perplexed.

curable decline of Presidet
Nixon’s leadership.

“As of now, I don't think he
committed any impeachable o
fense,” Mr. Robison said. “Stil
his capacity to lead and to 8oy

when I received a huge delug
&> of mail about Watergate,” sai
£ Representative

partisanship. !
- hearings were as absorbing

casualty, its worst pain alread
over. It is not, in any case, th
sort of problem that propel
action.

“There has never been a da

Robert H
Michel, Republican of Peoris
“Never anything like the da
Truman fired MacArthur, o
Taft-Hartley was up for repea
or there was a big farm bill u
for a vote.”

Diagnoses tend to refled
The Waterga%

soap opera, and as fleeting, Mi
Michel feels; at bottom, he su
pects they were a form
entertainment. ‘‘People a
quick to forget,” he said. “Jus
“ecause he’s down now,” h
idded of President Nixol
‘doesn’'t mean he won't t
iding high again in a fe
months.”

“Considered as an issu

Associated Press
Representative Sylvio P.
Conte of Pittsfield, Mass.,
a Republican, struck the

“entertainment”’ theme,

ern has been impaired.”

A certain numbness, rath
than outrage, is a persiste
theme of district soundings .
the wake of the first Wate
gate hearings and months |
sensational embarrassments |
the Nixon White House. Son
representatives conclude th:
the public crisis has passe
Others worry about voter rea
tions still to come. None he:
a public mandate for any a
tion as bold as impeachment.

The opinion of the Represen
atives on the issue of impeaci
ment is significant because in
peachment proceedings orig
nate in the House of Represen
atives.

Representative Edward Me

Presidency. If [the Presiden
says the tapes shouldn’t
made public,” he added, spea:
ing of the record of Whi
House conversations that M
Nixon has denied to the Wate
gate investigators, ‘“then the
shouldn’t be. And, you know;
kind of feel that way myself
Representative = Hugh
Carey, Democrat from a Broo-
lyn district that preferrd
Richard Nixon to George M-
Govern for President, la
year, finds a broad disenchan
ment with the President at
the mail overwhelming'
against him. .

No ‘Dump Nixon’ Bid
“But curiously,” he sai

‘ttrols, high interest rates an

-1"being President means newv

‘lical feeling than all the que
‘Itions of scandal.

"[the people and the Presiden

"|Presidency as such. But peop.

vinski, a first-term Democri
from Iowa City, Iowa, senses
feeling on Mr, Nixon’s part th:

having to say you’re sorry.”

But President Nixon will su
vive, Mr. Mezvinski guesse
despite Watergate, despite tk
secret bombing of Cambodia i
1969 and 1970, despite the ta:
paid improvements to M
Nixon’s real estate and despit
the economic woes that see
everywhere to stir more poli

“The people would like sonr
acknowledgement that or
can’'t avoid facing reality,” M
Mezvinski said after the Pres
dent, in a television speec]
asked the nation to turn awa
from Watergate. “They als
would like to have faith in tk
President because they do has
faith in the country.”

“But cynicism has set in,” b
said, and taken a hidden toll ¢

“There is still respect for th

have lost faith in the Preside:
as an individual. They has

“when you talk this out wi
them, you find that they're ni
willing to get rid of Nixo,

compared to inflation, Watet

. to a questionnaire from Rep:-
g:t?h‘llisssif::oultmggssf&%t]lg??em? sentative Joshua Eilberg, a

sai
Representative Sylvio P, Cont Deg‘lec[)'gragnd there, howew,

of Pittsfield, Mass., another Rey,oro are eloquent forebodirs

publican who struck the “enter (, . Watergate haunts the pt-

tainment” theme. li .
. ic. People talk about pric,
Almost everyone agrees tha .ty “penrecentative Bob Ec.

high food prices, scarce meal ha .

! rdt of Houston, a libell
the fuel shortage, wage cONyeyas Democrat, but Wate
gate “is having a far me

serious effect on people’'s at-
tudes.”

other elements of a trouble
economy are mentioned b
voters more commonly tha;

Watergate. Especially in Con ‘“People just don’t want )

. : 1 r.
gressional politics, the econom E%!f.fisa %‘L“Jsﬁafﬁﬁife{he};e cisglf
—now and always——is the rank think about it. Maybe thy

ing “issue.” _ ink it’ ious that th
In northeast Philadelphia, ala%lr?}: ﬁ;nsto t”‘f‘&‘ii agout{
references to Watergate and Uphecause of the conclusit

President Nixon under the “na, <. the nation that t

tional problem” heading did no : .S, .,
add up to complaints about inPre51dent isn’t trustworthy.

Mr. Eckhardt continu¢

bridge, they're willing to li
with him, if he cleans u
There’s no rabid dump Nixe
movement yet.”

Republican House membe;
around the country rate tk
confidence in President Nixa
“little changed” in Phoeni,
“tarnished” in Canton, Ohij
“eroded” in Peoria, Ill., ai
“severely wounded” in weste
Massachusetts. :

Democratic Representativ
find Mr. Nixon's support ‘“di
tinctly diminished” in Housto,
down by ‘‘alarming propo
tions” in Sacramento, ‘‘deteri
rated’’ in Tucson, and “as lo
as a President can get”, |
Cambridge, Mgss.

However grave the analysi
Representatives view the dar
age to the President as som
thing to live with and adapt to
For some it represents a still
mysterious, deeply disquieting
condition of American politics
for others it is a chance

flation in the 10,000 response
they’re not willing to cross thil.~ po

“People in the Southwest &
nnately loya'! to their instii-
ions and lecuership. I get &
eeling that this attitude s
resently flawed and Nixos
opularity is distinctly dim-
shed. I get this conclusion rt
rom a violent reaction agairt
Jixon but from an embx-
assed or quiet reaction. Peop
wren’t rushing to his rescu¢’

Representative Bill Frenz,
. Republican from the Minr-
ipolis suburbs, makes a simil
Ineasy point,

“People  understand tht
Jixon is not going to resigr
le said, “and they think th
he likelihood of his impeac-
nent is negligible, so we migt
s well go on with somethi2
lse. [But] they're not buyi}
Nixon's idea that it's unimpt¢-
ant or that they should forg
. They're just resigned to f2
ict that he isn't going to sy
wuch.”

Congress, too, Mr, Freni
alieves, will learn to live wa

-~

Assoclated Press
Representative Robert H.
Michel, Republican from
Peoria, 1ll., said he has

had little mail on issue.

. certain amount of disbelief
f President Nixon's repeated
lenials. “My personal view on
mpeachment,” he said, “is that
he chances are extremely
light, unless they turn up 10
nore witnesses who say, ‘The
ittle rascal in the White House
lanned the whole thing.'! I
hink most people can live with
he belief that the President
nay have been involved in the
:over-up. They don’t think that
vould be ground for impeach-
nent.”

Representative Richard H. Ful-
on, Democrat of Tennessee,
;ampaigning during the recess
n the rural counties near Nash-
rille that were added to his
listrict last year, finds the
)ame puzzling reticence about
Natergate. People prefer to
alk about prices and com-
nunity issues, but “if they are
ick and tired of [Watergate]
hey certainly are keeping
?Pﬁmselves well informed about
it

In most districts, Represen-
tatives are finding only small
minorities in favor of impeach-
ment. The 42 per cent figure
iIn  Representative Robison’s
questionnaire is relatively high,
though probably not the high-
est. Representative Edward R.
Roybal, a Democrat from East
Los Angeles, estimates that
President Nixon has the sup-
port of barely one voter in five
and that “if it were not for
the fear of who would follow,”
the sentiment for impeaching
Mr. Nixon might approach a
majority.

Most Anti-Nixon District

Representative Thomas P.
O'Neill, the Democratic floor
leader in the House from John
F. Kennedy's old district in
Boston and Cambridge, the
most anti-Nixon district in the
1972 election, finds impeach-
ment sentiment stnong and
growing. ‘“I'm  absolutely
amazed at what the people are
saying.”

But the more striking im-
pression is that individually and
as a group, House members
have notably less interest in
impeachment than their con-
stituents, “I don’t think we will
see impeachment proceedings,”
Mr. Roybal said. I personally
would not like to see the im-
peachment of the President.”

Mr, O’'Neill said, ‘‘the evi-

dence would have to be over-
whelming.”
Representative Morris K.

Udall of Tucson, a Democrat,
feels that impeachment senti-
ment at home may have grown
to 20 per cent. Yet impeach-
ment remains “a very drastic
remedy, an agonizing thing to
put the country through.”

districts in Cook County of
Ililinois, Representatives Dan
Rostenkowski, an eight-term
Democrat from the ethnic
wards of northwest Chicago,
and Samuel H. Young, a fresh-
man Republican from suburban
Glenview, report similar find-
ings. ‘
Gallup Poll Backed

.Both men rate President
Nixon’s local popularity, after
a Watergate drop, at around 40
per cent, not far from the Gall-
up Poll's national figures. Both
men hear fewer Watergate com-
plaints than before, and almost
no impeachment talk.

Voters are torn, Mr. Rosten-
kowski felt, between disap-
pointment in people—*politi-
cians are bad,” they tell him-—
and loyalty to basic institu-
tions, “My district was always
America first,” he said, “very
strong against Communism.

“They are an orderly people,

a disciplined people. There is a
great deal of respect for the.

lost confidence in what he says.“"'_____—_—
In two sharply contrasting
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He added, “I think the public

Representatives Find Nixon Hurt but Call Impeachment Unlikely

polls would have to be at least
65 to 70 per cent in favor of
impeachment before that senti-
ment would be reflected” in
Congress, ““] personally feel that
if anything happens to remove
Richard Nixon from office it
will come not through loud im-
peachment proceedings but
through his resignation, pres-
sured by party leadership, con-
servative newspapers and the
financial world. The key is to
watch the mainstream of na-
tional Republican leadership.”

Among established House Re-
publicans, however, there are
no outward signs of panic or
rebellion. Representative Ham-
ilton Fish of Millbrook, N. Y.,
is still hearing from party
workers, he said, “who profess
concern about damage to the
national party. They don’t feel
the party is guilty of anything,
but they also know perfect!
well it's hurt,” Yet, “Any feel-
ing for impeachment or resigna-
tion has peaked and is on the
¥ane.”

Representative  Jerry L.
Pettis, Republican from south-
ern California, just back from
mainland China, finds that de-
spite unhappiness with Presi-
dent Nixon’s ‘‘vague,” incon-
clusive” accounting on Water-
gate, people in his huge, ranch-
ing district think it “foolish to
talk of impeachment.”

Impeachment, he said, is “the
last resort.” “You are taking
a long step—forget about what
happens to Richard Nixon —
to telegraph to the whole
world that you have reached
the point where you are talk-
ing about overthrowing your
Government,” he said.

Representative Wiley Mayne,
Republican from Sioux City,
Iowa, believes that President
Nixon still commands majority
support in his district and he
attributes the small decline on
the “recent bombardment in the
media.”

It seems significant also that
freshman Republicans, busily
campaigning during the recess,
do not feel compeiled to dis-
agree with President Nixon.
Representative Ralph S. Reg-
ula, driving through the dis-
trict around Canton, Ohio, in
a mobile home, endorses the
President’s position that “Con-
gress should leave Watergate
to the courts.”

Representative David C.
Treen, the first Republican
Congressman from Louisiana
since the Reconstruction, says
that the Watergate evidece
“noways justifies the vilifica-
tion the President has suf-

fered.” Even on the secret
bombing of Cambodia, he
argues openly, “deception

shouldn’t always be connected

with evil.”




