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Attorney General Elliot L.
Richardson yesterday wid-
ened ‘his investigation of
possible government leaks
_in the probe of Vice Presi-
dent Spiro T. Agnew.
Responding to a stern
command from President

- Nixon for a full investiga-

tion of the leaks, Richardson
sent a letter to Agnew say-

ing he has designated Glen -

E. Pommerening, the acting
assistant attorney general
for administration, “to. un-
dertake a systematlc in-
quiry.’ 4
Ruha:dsnn also wrote Ag
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continued “and I have ex-
panded the ‘efforts: already
undjerway to determine
whether and to what ex-
tent the department has
bben. the source ' of past
leaks and to prevent any tu-
ture leaks.”

Pommeremng will have'
“any.andgall department re-
sourc’es&o use “as he sees
fit,” Richardson said. A Jus-
tice Department spokesman
stressed that the FBI has
not been called in to investi-
gate! Justice personnel hut
has theen alerted in case it
appears. a_ federal law has
been broken.

Richardson’s Tetter under-
lined the point by remind
ing Agnew that no informa-
tion about his*case has been
submitted to a grand July
and adding:

“Leaks of grand jury pro~

ceedings are, of course, ‘sub- | ,

jectw.to cmmlnal sanetlon
but ‘leaks at prior stdges of |
an “investigation are mnot.”
Therefore, a source said; a l
formal FBI investigation !
will \not be needed unless
anduntil information gdes
toa“grand jury. !

But' Richardson, alluding
to Mr. Nixon’s warning, said, -
“Should any of the leaks be !
traced to Department of Jus- |
tice personnel, departmental
regulations providing ad-
ministrative sanctions, in-
cluding dlsmlssal w111 ap.
ply.*

information director, John
W. Hushen, said late vester-
day, “We have turned up no
evidence that departmental
personnel are the sources”
of the leaks. -

Richardson, reflecting

widespread Justice Depart-
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gnew’

new that he has alerted FBI

" Director Clarence M. Kelley

“to cooperate by making
available FBI. personnel to
assist in the inquiry as
needed.”

Agnew was informed Aug.
1 by George Beall, the U.S.
attorney for Maryland; that
he was under investigation
for possible violations .,of
bribery, extortion, conspir-
acy and tax law. ;

The investigation of the

Vice President began as a

probe of alleged kickbacks

from engineering and archi-

tectural firms to Maryland
political figures that is be-

o};se S, and ‘Agnew’s
own staffs— wrote:

“As- you'skrow, a consid-

erable number .of people:in

. and out of‘government are |
aware of some details of the
outlihes

‘investigation. Its
care known to a number of

witnesses, individuals under.”
mvestlgatmn their lawyers, *

select members of my, your,

and ;the White House staff; .
mvestlgatWe b

and: certain

personnel of the Internal i

Reyenue Service. .

‘‘For this reason,"
may be no fully e
means of stopping t
ical rumors and con,
all too evident in
weeks.”

Richardson ;added
“we can, however c
to: msust that - those 5
employ hehave with. extra
ordinary circuimspection.”

Richardsen’s. spe culatmn
about other. po v;ble\soul ces
of leaks came. #s: an. Asso-
ciated Press’story was filed
quoting unnamed | Justice
Department and Agnew
staffers as saying the White
House might be mvolvedk;w

“There are two people -4
the White House who are:

he cyn:
ectures
recent

kept fully informed on what'™

‘our findings are,” a Jus-
‘tice official told AP, refer-

ring to Mr.

Nixon and his'
chief of. staff>. Gen. Alex-
ander M. Halg%r “It’s not
inconceivable that informa-
tion
- down through other staff
from them and gotten out
"that way.”

At,. San: Clemente, deputy

Whlte House press- secretary

‘D
L‘to’cally false.” Asked if some- _

- Gerald L. . Warren alled re-
orts~of White House leaks

there‘ :
flective

that

could have filtered |

i ‘out; his

ing conducted by Beall’s
staff in Baltimore.

At a press conference
Tuesday Agnew complained
about news leaks in the in-
vestigation, particularly an
article in this week’s Time
magazine which said that
“in the view of Justice De-
partment officials in Wash-
ington, the case against him
(Agnew) is growing steadily
stronger and that an indict-
ment appears inevitable.”

The article also quoted “a
Justice Department official”
as -saying that “at least

three witnesses have told of
Qelivering cash payoffs to
Agnew.”

staff couf

W :

replied, “Absold by ‘
The Attorney General 1t
‘was ' learned, also - asked
'Donald C. AIexander com-
missioner of the Internal
Revenue Service, to see if
fleaks_ might have come
from his agents.

awdre of the request and
had..not been able to 1each
Ale)tander who was .
Montreal to address the Na-
tional Society of Pubhc
Accountants.

In' his letter Rlchardson‘
also, sought to assuage Ag-’

new's. anger over reports
that Beall was unsure that
he wanted to interview the
|Vice  President about the
case ‘even though Agnew
had expressed w1lhn<*ness
.'«20 be questioned.

+ Agnew insisted Tuesday
that he still wants to tell’hig
ide of the case to the prose-
cutors. -

‘. “Certainly you should and
will ‘be given an opportuni-
ty to'tell the prosecution all
that you feel dpproprlate ”
Richardson wrote.

The Attorney General told
Agnew that he and Beall
“appreciate your past - and
bresent offers of coopera:
tion in the investigation.”

Another Justice Depart-
ment spokesman, Horace -S.
Webh, said Richardson’s in-
quiry into possible depart-
ment leaks began Aug. 7,
the day newspaper stories

: An IRS |
spokesman said he was un-

Leaks Intensified

The next day, Wednesday,
President Nixon strongly
condemned the leaks and
said any Justice Department
official responsible for them
would be fired. g

Richardson, who has in-
sisted he has no evidence to

indicate any law enforce-
ment official did the leak-
ing, wrote yesterday that he
has “persistently tried: to
find out whether or not
‘sources close to the investi-
gation’ were indeed employ-
ees of the Department of
Justice.”

The Time article: “comi-
pounds the problem,” he
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appeared, saying the Viee

President had been notified
by Beall that he was bem;,
mvestigated -



