‘Until We Geg( ti)tS%

Truth’

- Ervin Insists Hearings Will Continue

By Henry Eichel
Special to The Washington Post
SHELBY, N.C., Aug. 23—
Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. today

"challenged President Nixon’s

I

'réppeals to the American peo-

ple to leave the Watergate

"scandal to the courts and
. move on to other things.

“The select committee didn’t

. invent Watergate,” Ervin said

ata news: conference here,
“even though some people
). think so. It was in-
‘men entrusted by
the Pre31dent with great - po-

litical and governmentalf
power.”

Ervin, here for a county
Democratic rally, also said
that Watergate has not im-
peded Congress’ work. Rather,
Ervin said, “This Congress is
further ahead with its work
than.any Congress in at least
10 years.”

‘When one reporter asked
Ervin if his request for tapes
of presidential conversations
wasn’t really a “fishing expe-
dition,” Ervin replied.

“We have some fish in the
pond already. The question is
whether the President will let
us catch the right fish.”

. Shortly afterward Ervin
added, “I’d say we’ve caught a
lot of minnows, a few sharks,

and maybe even -a few
whales.” '
Restating his appeal for

President Nixon to turn over:

the tape recordings, Ervin
said, “It is really to impede a
search for truth.”

Ervin turned his sarcasm on
full force when asked about

Mr. Nixon’s assertion Wednes- |
day that Presidents Kennedy |

and Johnson had authorized
burglaries “on a very large
seale.”

Ervin said he had ‘never
‘ heard of any such burglaries,
then added,

i

. commit evil in the present be-

cause evil has been committed !

in the past ... Murder and

theft have been committed |

since the earliest history of
mankind, butthat fact has not
made murder meritorious, or
larceny legal.”

Askpd whether, ne believed
Presrdent Nixon’s assertions
that he knew nothing about a
Watergate cover-up, or former
White House counsel John W.

Dean's™ testlmony -that the|
President did know, Ervin said

‘ “That argument'
" basically is that it’s all right to |~

he had reached no decision—
and that only the release of
the tapes could answer that!
question.

“I don’t agree with a lot of |

people who dismiss John
Dean’s testimony out of hand
on the unsupported assertion
that he is a liar,” Ervin said.
“In the practice of law, I have
found that sometimes 11ars tell
the truth.”

Earlier, Ervin said that “the
recordings -are the best evi-
dence there is.” He said that if
Mr. Nixon releases thé tapes,
“We can make a determina-
tion of fact very quickly.”

-Ervin said, ‘“We're not.: goingy
toy continue ‘the mvestlgatmn

1until the last lingering echo of

N"AUszlWB

Gabriel’s horn trembles into
ultimate silence, but we are
going to continue until we get
|the truth.”

Meanwhile, commentary

from other officials followed
predictable lines. In Honolulu,
Sen. Barry Goldwater (R Auz)
praised the President’s per-
formance, but suggested that
he release those portions of
the White House tapes relat-
ing to the Watergate incident
“and totally clear up the situa-
tion.”

He called the President’s

comments “the best statement

fiiade, so far. I think he
hold ‘& “meéeting' like

this possibly once a week.

“But if I were the Presi-

dent,” Goldwater ‘added, “I
would downgrade Watergate,
answer all the questions he
can, but point out that while
Watergate is a dreadful thing,
this country is in very,_ very
serious trouble on a number
of fronts.”. .~ }

In Washlngton, Republican
National Chairman George
Bush called the President’s
news conference comments
“straightforward and direct.”
His counterpart in the other
party, Democratic National
Chairman Robert S. Strauss,
said, ““Unfortunately most of
the questions (about Water-
gate) still have not been an-
swered.”




