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Sees Effort
To Affect
Grand Jury

By Jules Witcover
Washington Post Staff Writer

Besieged by published
reports that he faces immi-
nent ‘udictment in the in-
vestigation of alleged con-
tractor kickbacks in Mary-
land, Vice President Spiro
T. Agnew yesterd4y charged
that “some Justice. Depart-
ment officials have decided
to indict .me in the press

whether or not the evidence .

supports their position.” -

In a most unusual statement -

before live television and a
roomful of reporters in the
Executive Office Building, Ag-
new specifically demanded
that Attorney General Elliot
L. Richardson investigate what
he called “a clear and outra-
geous effort to influence the

outcome of< possible grand?

jury. deliberations.” . _
At the -same time, Agnew

pressed his' offer -to: discuss|

the casé directly’ with U.S: At-
torney- George Béall;’ “heading
the inveéstigation in-Baltimore.
Quoting reports that_Beall has
s81d " hesis anot; csure; whether
hé /evert - wishes to" - qaestion
me,” Agnew bitingly obseived:
- -“I suppose that, if he wants
to hear only one side of the
story, that {s up to'him. 1 will
say only that it seems tome a
very strange way- to run an in-
vestigation.” - -

--Publicly.-. remmdmg Beall
that the - Justice- Department
had-fifermed his-lawyers that-
“the “Way-is-open-for-t ice ]
President totalk to th& prose-
cutors if he wishes,”” Agnew
snapped: ~

“I do wish. T Hope that the

-1ce Q

-ttacks
ficials

Assoclated Press

" “Some ... have decid_éd_to indict me in the press...

wa*y remains open.. It is
‘through proper investigation
of all the facts that the truth
.will emerge—not through trial
by headline nor by hearing
only part of the story.”
Beall, after listening to Ag-
new’s. statement on the radio
in his Baltimore office, said he
stands by. his statement of
‘Aug. 8 denying that the prose-
cutors have “in any way been
the source of any information

cerning this investigation.”

[ The U:Sattorney said-he:is
“gravely . concerned” about
leaks in. the case and “will
continue-'to preserve the se-
crecy of the,proceedings until
such time ‘as’ public disclo-
sures can properly be made.”

reported--by -the- media con-|.

See AGNEW, A3, Col. 1

f’ ﬁi Agliéw'-“Thxs is not

¢ . denial: of leaks coming from

= fully share- the Vice Presi-

E*._ wsuge.that the Justice Depart-

b iAGNEW From Al o
3 ',Beall also denied that his of—

“fice: does not want to meet

fl' A ” he said. “We have not
mhed a conclusmn and-this
Pgnder study. Indeed, the
- whole investigation continues
undgr active study, including
2 the possibility of an interview.
..Qbe of - the. unresolved ques-
fions”is te manner in which
thi¥ inerview or conversation
canbe conducted.” -

‘Richardson joined in-Beall’s

government investigators. “I

dent’s concern about unfair
- afit inaccurate publicxty," he

g, “I stand by my previous
- ‘statement that every reasona-
blg_step is bemg taken-to as-

- Thipnt- has ‘not been and will
. *Rot be the- source of such pub-
hcxty. [ '

.

“By observing restraint in
what they’ report, the media
themselves can help to assure
fairness. I would like to point
out, moreover, that we do not
have any firm basis for the as-
sumption that the information
which has appeared in- the
press has come from law. en-
forcement officials.

“In any case, any plausible
lead imphcatmg the Depart-
ment- of Justice will be pur-
sued vigorously, and appropri-
ate disciplinary action will be
taken against any Department
employee found to be respon-
sible.”

_Richardson also released his
reply to a‘ complaint by the
American Civil Liberties Un-
iorl that Agnew’s rights were
being violated by the leaks to
the press. The Attorney Gen-
eral- said- he shared the
ACLU’s concern, but he dis-
puted as “unwarranted. and
unfair” an ACLU contention
that the leaks could only have

come directly or md1rectly
from law enforcement offi-
cials. Rlchardson ‘asked the
ACLU for any evidence it had
to substantiate the charge: ’
Another Justice Department
spokesman said the Vice Pres.
ident had made his demand
for an inveéstigation of leaks in
etter to Richardson that ar-
rived just before Agnew went
on television. ]
Rather than any massive in-
Wthrspomsmar
said, Richardson himself ‘had
mquu‘ed of the relatively few
people informed about the in.
‘| vestigation whether they had
'Ileaked information about* it,
‘land all said no. The Attorney
‘|General will continue to ad--
monish the departmental staff
'lagainst leaks, the spokesman




said.

Agnew, Iookmg tanned but
gaunt, noted that Richardson
in a televisiorn interview Sun-
day had denied that any of the
leaks in the Agnew case had
come from his department,
and that he would investigate
any suggestion: that they did.
© “I have communicated with
the. Atterney General today
‘and-have-asked—that-he-fulfill
that promise and pursue such
an investigation vxgorously,'.’
Agnew said.

"I hope that the natlonaI

news media will -also urge Mr.
Richardson and- the Justice
Department - to conduct such
an investigation " diligently,
wherever it. may lead, and. to
use altavailable: investigatory
tools to compel ‘sworn testi-
mony to_reye the identity of

‘unnamed Jus t!éi)epartmentz‘
ofﬂcwlLand_sou:cm_dose_to

the investigation2 - "7
~Agnewsgid He wTspeahng
out- a. second txme._.. L tw
weeks because “any person

whe=kas= beefz- il politics- and |

government- _ﬁgl‘-many.yéars,u
aware of the personal and po-
litical hazards of unsubstanti-
ate#* charges,. rumors, .innu-
endo and SpechlOH“""i ==

“I have been subjected to
these before,” he said, “and I
am accustomed to fxghtmg
this kind of battle. What I'find
intolerable, however, is the
impact which this smear pub-
licity may have on-the rights
of others—partlctﬂarly pnvate

VICE PRESIDENT AGNEW
. wants leaks probed

citizens—who have been swept
into this highly publjeized in-

tigation.”
vej\;iew did not 1dent1fy the
pther persons he referred to
and his office refised to elabo-

I'BLE

Agnew based his complamt
speczﬁcally on a,story in this
week’s issue of Time maga-
zine, which said that “in the

view of Justice Department of-|
ficials in Washington, the case |
against him is growing stead-|
ily stronger, and' that an 1n-|
dictment appesrs inevitable.” i
fTh”‘Tlme story-also quoted‘ i

a Justice Department offici
in Washmgtor;” as saying that
“the >‘departmenf” has no i
choxce._AL_least_——three th.-u
nesses \have told of dthermg,‘w
eash . -payoffs to _Agnew. The
evidence is so strong that the
case must be taken to trial.” -

= In'the*face of such’fepgrts,
Agnew—ag&m—yesterday said
he will-fight “to prove my in-
nocence” and intends to re-
main_ “in _the’ hlgh office . to
which I have' been. twice
elected.”

Agnew took the. extraordi-
nary step of attacking the At-
torney General . and Justice
Department of his own admin-
istration after having advised-
the White House of his inten-
tion to meet the press, but not
of .the substance of what he
would say.

White House “deputy’” press
secretary Gerald L.- Warren
reported that the Vice Presi-
dent- in- his notification. “did
1cr go into details.”

Warren denpunced as “total-
ly false” reports that there was
a contingency plan to choose
a new Vice President if Ag-
new were.to resign.

It was Agnew’s second tele-
vised meetmg with reporters
here in. two weeks.- These
meetings came at a time Presi-
dent Nixon has been under in-
creasing criticism for not hold-
ing-a press conference to dis-
cuss his own Watergate trou-

‘bles. } 7 i

Agnew’s office billed it as a
“press conference” but at the
outset of his. elght-mmute
statement which ‘he read the
Vice President said he would
answer no questions.

This was so, Agnew said,
“not because JI want to avoid

the facts, not because I do not
wish to see you fully in-
-formed, but because to do SO
would be to continue discus-
sion in a public forum of what
should be a secret investiga-
tion. By such a free-wheeling
discussion, I would be engag-|
ing in the very same -tactics
that I ‘called you here to criti-
cize.” -

At the close e of the state-
ment, Agnew again apologized |
‘for not answering questions.
““f understand fhat disappoint-
ment is likely to result,” he
said, “but I would ask each of
you as a fair-minded individ-
:ual to place himself in‘'my pos-.
ition and understand the re-
|strictions of my current sta-
tus. 2.

--The -Vice . Présxdent, among

the nation’s foremost critics of
the press in the past, also
seemed to go out of hig way
'yesterday to a absolve " the press)
o blar” - tle]
leaks and 1o-place it squarelw
on-the Justice Departmen i
T have™ fiot~¢al™e ~you=to:
this meeting: for: the purpose
lof criti¢izing the news media,”
he said. “I cannot fault you
for__ publishing _information
given = you by informants
within the Department of Jus-
tice. The blame must rest with
those who give this informa-
tion to the press and who do
so, with an_obvious motive of
interfering with the independ-
ent mvestxgatlve process of
the grand jury.”

After the first published sto-
ries on Aug. 7 that he was un-
der federal investigation; Ag=
new ,said, he had issued. a
statement “declaring my inno-
|cence-of .any. wrongdoing, and
anpouncing I would make no

further comment until the in-'
vestigation had been com-;
pleted.

“I had every right to ex-
pect,” he said, “that a similar
effort to prevent publicity
would be made by the Attor-:
ney General and Mr. Beaux
and their respective staffs in!
Washington “and Baltimore. |
That, of course, was their le-
gal duty.

“Therefore, I was shocked
“during the course—of themext
36 hours to discover that thei
news media were reportmg!
numerous details concerning!
the investigation, detailed alle-
gations that had to be coming
from people who were actu-
ally participating in the inves-|
tigation.” i

It was for thxs reason he
said, that he had called his
first press conference, on Aug.|
8, “to set the record straight. i
But since then, he said, “the|
leaks have continued una-
bated.” It has become clear,
he said, that “the ‘sources
close to the investigation’ so
frequently quoted were indeed
just that=persons involved in
the investigatory process.”

—In-his first-press-conference,

/in which Agnew labeled re-
ports that he had received spe-
cific cash kickbacks “damned
hes he observed:

-.The accusations that-are
bemg made, if they §d7come
from pe_ople who are also un-
der . investigation, must—be
looked at as accusations that
are- coming—fro:
have-found themselves in very
deep trouble, and are looking
to extricate themselves from
_thistfouble; and are. flirting
,ym_h the idea that fﬁey can ob-

tain—immunity=" or—reduced-




, perhaps;™ by doing |

=SusiR: Vice President. then|
[’a‘d ded that,“T~ have no tangi-
ble ‘er - definite. information |
‘aboﬁut the leaks.”
. Before Agnew’s press con-i
ference- “'yesterday,”— White ,‘
House deputy press secretary|
Warren again expressed the‘
President’s confidence in-Ag-!
new, but said Mr. Nixon would;
not comment on the leaks,:
which he said was a matter for|
Richardson’s attentijon. !
“The President feels that|
leaks in situations such as this
dre certainly alien to our due
‘Process-of-law-and-the-rights
of individuals and certainly do
not assist the proper authori-
ties in investigating certain
matters,” Warren said.
. - Pl
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