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But Most Doubt Speech

"“By George Gallup ...
PRINCETON, N.J.—=Presi-
.- 'dent Nixon has- registered a
‘gain in popularity following
his speech on Watergate last
Wednesday—from ,. 3
--point of 31 per cent ‘to 38
_'pPer cent approval—but. at
‘the same time a’ large ma-
. “Jority of ‘Americans. con.
tinue to believe he was in-
‘volved in the " planning - or-
cover-up of Watergate.
Further evidence, that the
President’s_speech failed to
" dispel 'widespread doubts
. among the American people
. is the finding that 58 per
cent of:those who have seen
or heard the speech say they
« are dissatisfied with his ex-.
“-planation regarding Water-

‘Bate, compared to 34 per .

cent-who say theyare satis.
fied. ..

P—

------ Desbite-the fact that -as--

- many people as ever (3 in 4)

think Nixon played some .

role in the ‘Watergate situa-
tion, only about one person
in five (23 per cent) in the
-atest suryey . thinks the
' President should be im-
. peached and compelled to
i leave the presidency.
Nixon’s gain in popularity
following his nationwide tel-
_evised speech could, at-least

in part, be expected. :Sur- ..

veys taken immediately af-
. ter " major televised = ad.
1 ‘dresses by Presidents over a
number of years on a wide
range. of topics - typiially
approval rating for the chief
executive. )

The President’s lowest
rating since he has been in.
office (31 per cent) was re-
corded in the previous (Aug.
3-6) survey, following se-

- veral weeks of televised
‘hearings on Watergate. That

.-rating represe

low

have shown increases in 1 the _ gate:

37.points_from Noxon’s -high
point of- 68 per cent re-
" corded last January_follpw- -

ing the Vietnam peace set-
' tlement—the most

. tous drop yet recorded for a
seven-month period. It was
also the lowest rating -given
‘any President in 20 years— -
since January, 1953, when 31

. per cent registered approval
. ‘in-President Truman’s final

month in office.

The following table shows
the highest and lowest popu-
larity rating for each of the
last five Presidents:

Hish Low Average
1

.Nixon (To Date) .... 48 3 55
Johnson s 54
-Kennedy .. 83 57 70
Eisenhower 79 49 86

Truman = . 0 0100t 87 23 46
This is the question which
has been asked about the in-
cumbent President since the
Roosevelt years to measure
presidential popularity: . --
“Do. You approve or dis-
approve of the way Nizon is
_handling his

job as Presi-
dent?” -

-Approve Dis- No

approve Opinion
o ° %
Aug. 17-19 ... 38 54 8
Avg. 31 57 12
July 69 40 49 1
June 2225 45 45 10
June 1-4 44 45 n
May 11-14 44 45 A 1
May 47 45 42 13
April 2730 . . 48 40 12,
April 69 . . 54 36 10
March 30-Aprl 2 59 32 9
Feb. 16-19 ... & 25 10
Jan. 2629 11 48 25 7
Jan, 12215 . 8 37 12

This is the question asked
to measure attitudes on
Nixon’s involvement in Water-

“Here are four statements

nted a drop of .-

precipi- - --

Police Compu;er

A ;"t\;& L

Frd |

* B. Niron did not plan>the

..bugging but knew about it be.

fore» it took place. .

- 3. C. Niron found out about
the-bugging after it. occurred, .

buttried to cover it up, 3
.D. Nizon Kad wo. knoiale%ge

of the bugging and spokéfup

as soon as he learned al}out-

6

) i ;
- Planned About Pp Knows Dpin- |

edge , jon
Aug. 1720 3 2 e R% %
vg. 17- 4
(Aus.’ 15: 'Nixon’s speech on Watefsate)
Aug. 36 8 29 k4

July 69 9 30 34
June 2225 g 27 ¥ 17
June 14 8 28 3

“This " question  was also
asked: .

“Do you think President
Nizon should be impeached
and compelled to leave the
presidency, or not?” 7

“The percentage favoringre-
moving the -President from

office rose between late Jhne. ..

and early August and subse-
quently (since the speeth)
declihed slightly, as follo}vsr

Avg. 17-19 .... 23 70
Aug. 36 ..., 26 . - 61

-June 2225 ... 19 69

The findings reported to-.
day are based on a full-
scale national survey . of
1,452 adults, 18 and older.
Interviewing was condue ed
in person in more than 00
scientifically selected logal-
ities between Friday zgnd

Sunday evening, 3

. 3
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WIESBADEN,~ West —

concerning President Nizon’s |TMany, Aug. 21 (AP)—West Ger-

connection with the Water.
gate affair. Will you tell me
which one comes. closest to '
your own point of view?”

A. Nizon planned-the Wa.

ginning. -

14

er-"

man police -announced they.
have begun using a computer
that can supply a police Ista.
tion with information aBout
" tergate bugging from the be- |any of 180,000 wanted pergons '

i ) . in less than'10 seconds, s
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