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WASHINGTON — 1}1‘&51—
dent Nixon’s lawyer argued
todg,y that a federal court
ord,er _requiring the Presi-
i}r"to turn over tape re-
cordings of White House
conversations to Watergate
prosecutors - could set off
widespread demands for
confidential presidential rec-
ords.
With  his arguments,
Charles Alan Wright took
the'legal battle over aceess
to jthe tapes into the court-
‘room before U.S. District
Judge John J. Sirica.
Special Watergate prose-
cutor Archibald Cox was on
hand to reply to erght sar-
: guments.: ;
Fnst Appealance
It was the first courtroom
oral .argument on a constitu-
tional .confrontation” that is
expected to 80 to the Su-
preme Court."

Both -sides have set out
their positions -in lengthy
br1efs submitted to Sirica in
the weeks since Cox went to
court
President has refused to
turn over either to him or to
the Senate Watergate Com-
mittee.

Wright asserted that no
court, can overrule the Presi-
dent in his judgment of
whether confidenital conver-
sations should be kept se-
cret.

‘Sordid Eplsade

'He said that 18 iﬁonths
ago ‘“‘nobody of respcns1b1e
opinion anywhere in the
American legal community
would have said a court has
the power Yo overrule the
President of the United
States in a matter of this
kind.” )

He  asked rhetorically,
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“Whﬁfﬁ Sﬁcaused oplmonto
change?” and added:

“What has happened has
been Watergate. The hy-
draulic force arising from
this sordid and unhappy epi-

~sode has led men of distine-

tion to say the Constitution -
means something it has
never meant before.” ‘
' ‘Other Interests’
“While anht said he con-
g;ders ‘getting to the truth
of: Watergate is a goal of

© ‘great worth,” he added:

““There may well be times
.when there are other nation-
al interests more important
than the fullest administra-
‘tion of eriminal justice.”

erght went to the heart
of the White House conten-
tion — that the President,
mot the courts, has the pow-'
er to decide what material
‘may be made public.

Precedent

“The special prosecutor
asked two things,” Wright
sald “First that the court’s
Judgment be substituted for
the President of the United
States on whether it is eon-
trary to the public interest
to- disclose his most privi-
leged documents; and sec-
ondly, if the courf con-
cludes the President has
erred in his judgment to
withhold them, whether
court has the power of com-
pulsqry process toi compel
i ,,,jto produce them;:!

“The snnple fact of hl.sto-
ry is that in the 184" years of
the republic, no court has
ever been asked to do elthel
thing.”

Should the Judge ordel
Nixon to produce the tapes,
Wright said, it would. set a
precedent for the 400 other

. federal district Judgesmthe

country who could rule in
later cases that theyhadthe
power: tosoverride ‘a presi-
dential “claini of pﬂvﬂeg‘e




