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Delay on
ITT Memos

Washington

Special Watergate pros-
ecutor Archibald Cox and
his staff are trying to find
why 13 “politically sensi-
tive” documents essential
to a Justice Department
inquiry into possible per-
jury by high government
officials and officers of the
International Telephone
and . Telegraph- Corpora-
tion were withheld from
the department’s criminal
division during the 1972
presidential campaign.

This is one of the areas to
be explored by a grandjury
that convened here last
Monday. The grand jury
was requested by Cox toin-
vestigate Watergate-related

matters — campaign financ-

ing, ‘“dirty tricks,”’ and pos-
sible perjury and obstruc-
tion of - justice connected
with the settlement of three
antitrust suits against ITT in
1971. .

The fact that former At-
torney General Richard G.
Kleindienst was the first wit-
ness suggested that Cox in-
tends to take ‘up the ITT
case first.

The documents withheld
from the criminal division
are crucial to the determina-
tion of whether perjury or
obstruction of justice were

committed. These. memos

and letters by ITT officers
contain statements eonflict-
ing with testimony by both

ITT and government offi-.

cials during the hearings‘in
March and April 1972, on
Kleindienst’s nomination.

The fact of the withholding
— at least until the end of
October last year and possi-
bly later — emerged from
an examination of testimony
last December and in May
and June of this year before
the investigations subcom-
mittee of the House Com-
merce Committee.

‘The committee did not es-
tablish ultimate responsibili-
ty for the withholding. But
under questioning by the
chairman, representative
Harley O. Staggers (Dem-W.
Va.) and the committee

cou%s lyDaniel J. Manelli,

‘following was dlsclosed
by William J. Casey,former
chairman of the Securitigs
and Exchange Commission,
and John Dean III, former
White House counsel:

@ Former Attorney Gen-
eral John N. Mitchell had
the politcally sensitive docu-
ments possibly as early as
March 1972, when the Klein-
dlenst hearings began .

‘® Dean received a set of
documents from Mitchell
about the time of Mitchell’s
resignation as President
Nixon’s campaign dlrector
on July 1, 1972,

® Klemdlenst receaved« a
set from Casey immediately
after, a conference of the two
men ‘at the White House on
Aug. 25, 1972.

° Fma]ly, the SEC, which
had been investigating the
merger of ITT and the Hart-
ford Fire Insurance Co. for
two years, had a set of the
documents since early
march 1972,

- -The 51gn1f1cance of these
dates is that on June 30,
1972, the Senate Judiciary
Committee, simply on the
basis of testlmony at” the
Klemdxenst hearings and

without any knowledge of
the ‘‘politically sensitive”
documents, had g,sked Klein-
dienst toi conduct an investi-
gation of possible perjury in
the hearings.

Harold P. Shapito, depu.y
assistant attorney general in
the criminal division, wa;
put in charge of the invest'-
gatlon

Yet, 1t was not untll Oct 6, ‘

1972, that a set of the docu-
ments was formally sent ta
tht Justice Department.
They came from the SEC
at that time because Casey,
after  consultation with
Dean. decided that this was
how to k=ep them outof the
honds ol the Blagger: sub-
committee.

The documents were sent B

to deputy attorfiey General:’

Ralph E. Erickson. He told:*

the Staggers subcommlttee
on June 6, that he kept the
document,s in his safe “for
some time . . . a matter. of
weeks, probably two weeks;"
three Weeks I am not sure”

before sending them to Sl;lcl'

New York Times

piro.
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