Shzft a Surpnse

By ]3111 Richards

.‘Washington Post Staff Writer

When federal investiga-
tors headed by Baltimore’s
Repubhcan ‘U.S. attorney,
George Beall, hauled away a
truckload of records from
the office’ of Baltimore
County’s Democratic gov-
ernment last @anuary, top
Maryland%"“ gocrats from
Gov. Marvin. "Mandel on
down privately labeled the
burgeoning investigation as
a political vendetta against
their party.

By June, however a dra-
matic turn ‘'of events began
to shift the focus of the in-
vestigation from Baltimore
County Democrats to top
Maryland ‘Republicans,
reaching to Vice President
Agnew. And the 'change
-caught leaders of both par-
tles by surprise. :

Baltimore County, here
Spiro Agnew got lu§ pohtl-
cal start and wher# he still
maintains long-stan ing rel-
ationships with wealthy Re-
publicans who bankrolled
that beginning, was seen by
some Justice Department of-
ficials as a political dauger
zone.

‘At the start of the mvest1-
gation, however, Beall as-
sured the officials that no
matter what the rﬁult of
the probe Agnew could not
be involved, accort to
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for criminal offenses 1SEh
years and for tax offenses is

six and, Beall and hls%aff
of * youthful "investigators
pomted out that Agnew Jleft
his'post as county execupve
in 1966 for the Maryland
goyernor’s mansion. o
Igmaddltlon to the countyire-
cords which filled an entlre
room in the U.S. attorney s
fourth-floor suite of offices in
Baltimore’s Old Post Ofﬁce
Bulldmg, federal 1nvest1gatox;s
also subpoenaed the re Qrds
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were three who supphedf {in-

/ formaj;lon that
shift in the investigation.
The three were Ba1t1more
County Administrator ..
liam E. Fornoff and cons
ing ‘engineers Jerom & B.
Wolffs' snd Lester
whose: firms are bas q
Baltnnore County.
In June, after all thi'ee
had been questioned by the
federal investigators, Egall
anngunced that Fornoffﬁvas
plead;ng guilty to a g nor
tax c:harge and was choper-
'atmg Wwith the probers. For-
1ade his plea June 4
and “immediately reSiBhed
front 1is post as admrn.r@tra-
tor 1n which he ‘had qver-
seen\the day-to-day opera-

: tion"ef government infthe !

{sprawling suburban county.
Fornoff wo served under
“both @gnew and the present
county executive, Dale’ An-
derson who succeeded. Ag-
nev%m the county post, said
he thad recelved casly pay-
ments from “variousyibusi-
nessmen that had contracts
with ‘Baltimore County or
wished to acquire such-con-
tracts.-in the future; . or
fzé g

both;’” ‘according to the
eral posecutors

| peared b 19
. tors seVeral times duris
May and June and, accogd-
'ing to sources, both “hinted
that in r@turn for immu 1ty
‘from ; prosecution they
would be willing to supply
the présecutors with 1nform-
ation concerning Agnew.

It was.at this period in
the eldht-month investilga-
tion, sources said, tha}: the
emphasls bdgan to }shift
i from the" local Democratlc
officials to 1mportant§state
Republicans and Agnew,

Wolﬁf, 55, is pre51de¢ht of
. Greiner Env1ronment Sys-
‘tems, Inc., and was a senior
off1c1al 1n the' Baltimore
County publlc works depart-
‘ment from 1959 - through
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Shortly after Matz. 'and
Vé’ lif were called before

; atmosphere  around
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ey’s staff it appear

e pressure began to taper

" here in the county and

”%'h word was that it had be-
gun to shift to Annapqlls w

st week the "in

- n, according to

far. as Agnew and two-of his
topiassociates from t le. pe-

rigdt when he was governor -

fro 1966 to 1968. The.,:ylce
prgﬂﬁdent was informedithat
he 3 jas, under 1nvest1gmon
thefsources said, by a lef
frg@ Beall del1vere Ly~ by
e 1nvethat10n ?mhas
cofie to cover state "opn
traets awalded durmgf
perlod and  ‘contr: cts
awarded by the Genmal
Se! ices Admlnlstratmm&af-
ter: Aggnew assumed the
pre%dency i b
lew admitted Mon \9
mg in a statement frg
his office that he was ul%r"
1nveswigat10n “for possrb
vrola ons of the crlmm’al
statutes” but he denied

wrongdomg e
Yesterday, Marylan d
Staté  Highway Administza-

tor /Bérnard Evans said
Beall’sy office had subpgp-
naed Becords from his offiee
stretching back to 1961. %
he said he  didn’t kn

whq
was §pec1f1cally probing A,gq

wis tenure in Annapolisfg’
?‘B’o far none of ‘thé infowm-,

ion" ‘gathiered “by Beall’s'
staff has been presented to

the grand jury and his_ of-.

frce is mamtammg a ,tlght
recy,: rersing to

fg %pknowledge yhat
&, 'Vice "President has - al-
ready conflrmed o

According to-
however, the

two weeks. The

within -

er the U.S. attorney.

Jjury is scheduled to :
hursdéy
he 1nvest1gat10n of the .
pubhcans and Agntw. by
Bkall has a special irpny
siice Beall was appointed
eight years ago by Agnew —
then still governor — to. a
st on the State Criminal
1ry Compensation Board.
‘ter Beall was appointed

’;)o:vaus current post by the

~Fesident three years ago he
ged to root out corrup-
{1 as a means of restoring
onfidence: of youth 1n

leaving'thé S
torney in Baltimore was t
charge that he was inhibited
by ‘his Justice Department
superiors from seeking'ito
indiet Victor Frenkil, a'Bal-
timore contractor and heavy
Republican contributor.
Sachs had sought to indict

- Frepkil on charges of con-

spiring to defraud the gov—
ernment.

{;‘Ht made me aware of the
ttemendous responsibility of:

~”e job and the tremendous .

essures that are brought
on you from outside and’
f'i?om within,” Beall said af-
tery assummg the Post. -

Since ‘then he hassought

i A. (T’l]l'k)r
" a ‘member of the !

Scoft,
H%%e of Delegates, was in-

dicted on charges-of conspir-
ing to sell heroin in Balti-
more. He was shot to death

" last- month before standwg

rrré,fﬁ;5 i
second 1r1d1ctme‘r‘1t

can’ae against State Sen.
C 1ce M. Mitchell TIT of
Baltimore, who was charged
with ;aﬂure to file federal
ing ome: tax returns. That
cascmmfs been postponed un-
tll ttyyear after Mitchell
¢ %115 legislative term.
weportedly has mot
receiVed any orders. from

his superlors in the Justice
Department to drop his case
against Agnew or other Re-
publicans.

According to Justrce De-
partment sources, he met
for 1% Thours yesterday
morhin‘g with Attorney Gen-
eral Elliot L. Richardson
and other Justice staff mem-
bers and discussed the in-
vestigation.

The sources said  that
Beall was assured at the
meetlng that his mvestlga-
tign would not be hampered
and that he would be given
additional manpower from
the'Justice Department.if it
is,peeded.. Beall has not re-
quested the extra help, the
sources said.
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Us. Attorney George Beall heads the investigation.



