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Vice President SpiroAg-
new was aware that he was
under federal investigation
as .early as mid-July but in-
formed President Nixon
about it only hours before.
the story became public.y -

Sources close to Agnew
said the Vice Pgpesident had
“an inkling se,’]‘}eral weeks
ago” that he was being in-
vestigated for possible viola-
tion. of bribery, conspiracy
and tax laws. He is known
to have discussed the issue
with, his old friend and per-
sonal attorney, George Ww.
White Jr. - .

“White, a Towson lawyer
who has Dbeen Agnew’s
troubleshooter when legal

" questions arose in the past,
issued a terse “no comment”
when asked about the report
yesterday.

‘The Vice President was
formally notified of the in-
vestigation last ' week in a
letter hand-delivered from
George Beall, the United
tates attorney for Mary-
and, to an Agnew attorney.

President Nixon was in-

ed of this development

wAgnew either Sunday,or

‘Monday at Camp Davigd; ac-

Gording to White~House

sources. . 8 rve
White

secretary Gerald L. Warren

See INTERPLAY, Al1, Col. 1

INTFRPLAY

sgiid the“President ;ﬁ;as noti-
fied about Agnew’s: stiate-
ment  zffirming his ‘inho-~

.cence before it was_issugd -

Monday night. But hejwould
not go beyond this, :declar-
ing at one point that hédwas
“not;’going to get into ‘a.dis-
cussion of why I canny '
cussit...”

“ Among the questions:War-

Ten declined to answer‘were :
queries about whether=Ag- -

new had actually spoken to

‘the President and exactly °

When the notification was
given.

~ 'Nor would Warren issue

‘'statement proclaiming presi-
degtlal support of Angew.
‘Instead, he repeated over
‘ant ;
'quday night—that
Viee Bresident had “issued a
statement” and

- Kgnew has been in virtual |
‘public seclusion since June |
*1‘1,;,’;when he spoke to the Na- |
tional Association of: &gor i
neys General in St. %u ul
and condemned the Senate
Watergate heazjngs, forvin-

pog ed; Watergate

. -_idge*ﬁg«s;ucceeded

House deputy press

over what he had said
the |

that the

‘White House had no com-
ment at this point. |

uncontroversial

1€l e

nocent mert i
¥ In/that speech Agnew sup-
Special
ysecutor Archibald ;@ox’s

¢ that hearings be SUS- .

pended pending prosegution.
Otherwise, said Agnew, the
hearings would “muddy the
waters of justice beyond re-

‘demption” by trying “the
‘Nixon administration ‘be-
gork -the court Of; public
opinion.” S ¥ ‘
The ‘Agnew speech was
-welcomed by the embattled
Nixomn administration on two -
‘grounds. First, there was
the / Vice President’s own
-freedam  of taint ini.the
Watepgate case. Secondly, it
was ‘known that .Agnew .up
until;‘a week before ' the
speech had been weighin'%i a
course of action some of:his
srters called “the ©ool-

tion.” ' W
in reference to.the
~of Vice ! President
Coolidge. in the;face
of fidals that embpsiled
thé administration of resi-
dé%ﬁWarren Harding.'%ool-
to the :presi-
dency when, Harding died
then elected to a

and was
ter,;;x‘i ‘his own right.
éwis. speech -i

ous defender of

dént.- But it didn’t turn out
that way. - !
: Political supporters of the
 Vice President told him
soon afterward that'‘The re-
sponse to the speech was
sponse to the speech: was
negative because, as one Ag-
new backers put it, “the gen-
eral public feeling was. that
Agnew was just sounding

The Vice «Presidant! did
not subsequently repeat his
ling of attack, though. he
never undercut Mr. Nixon.
""On June 12, the day after
the St. Louis speech, he
gave an essentially unpoliti-
cal talk on world trade- to
the Michigan Manufacturers
Association in Lansing. He
spoke again on world trade
al;d foreign policy issues on
June 28 to the annual con-
vention of Lions Interna-

tional in Miami Beach.:

“Agnew’s next public “ap-
pearance came more than a
mor}th later, when he spoke
J,,“,u 31 to the Worldwide
Apricultural Attache Con-
ference in Washington.
T;g;g.jde was also the theme of
thisspeech; “which “was'iso
that one

o the Senate commit- =

~ month.

‘the Presi- . g

“‘The only passin

nal Targets of GOP-Led Quiz

wire “¢érvice gave. 1t :iny a .

thljeefpargig'l'aph stor
enge to Watergate igsqgs.in
this talk occurred near”the
end of the speech when Ag-
new said: :
“Government is proceed-
ing, and new initiatives for

‘ peace are going fqrgvard. ’

The alleged paralysis is
‘more a paralysis of think-
ing, an attitude which per-
vades too much in Washing-
ton these days.”

Agnew’s inactivity for the
past six weeks has been de-
seribed by some intimates as
greater than -at any other
fime. But that has not ‘been
because of a lack of willing-
ness on the Vice President’s
part. o o o

Despite Agnew’s publicly
stated desire for an impor-
tant role in the Nixon -ad-
ministration’s “New Federal-
ism” programs, he has- not
been asked "to resume -his
first-term rele as an emis-
:sary of the administration to
state and local government.

Agnew’s chief service for

the administration has been .

méeting with visiting heads
of foreign states. He also
cast an important tie-break-
ing vote in 'the Senate last

Otherwise, in the words of
Agrew  Press Secretary

‘"Marsh Thomson, the Vice

President “has been sticking
iclose to-the-office.” He has
also found times or fre-
quent”rounds of golf with
such partners as Jpresiden-
tial scounsellor Melvin'R.
Laird . and House Minority
Leader Gerald R. Ford.
Golfing partners of ‘the

Vice President say he plays -

‘frequently but has learned

" to conserve time by driving

from green to green and
marking himself down for
two putts without actually

putting each hole. He has -

‘also been playing tennis
whenever he could.
Some vice pﬂx_jesidential
. sources indicate that Agnew
was well advancegﬁ,‘,on a “low
profile” policy eveh before
Hé became aware of the Ma-
ryland investigation.
«There are problems with
any speech now,” one Ag-
new intimate said last week.
«Until the (Watergate) héar-
ings are over, you run into
the constant business of
haying to dance on: eggs
about what you respofid to.”
“Others who are close to
Agnew believe  the Vice
President’s well-develaped
intlination to say as littlesas
possibleyon Watergate was
deépenediby knowledge that

hewould-soon befndmed in

" stories about. the Baltimore




1nvesﬂgahon They \offer no
1n51ght on why he d'd, not
immediately inform " GV,
Nixon about the mves’uga— \

.tion—although they say ‘it is

“possible the President

«learned of the investigation
<-anyway from Justlce Depart-
ment sources.

Agnew’s own response to

8the report of possible aw vi-
olations -contrasts sharply
with the White Hose re-
sponse to first news of the
Watergate break-in,t which
‘press secretary Roneld L.
Ziegler termed “a third-rateg
burglary.” Fie days later
P}"esident Nixon said the
.case was under investgatiofr
by the proper authorities
and- that he would dechne‘
comment

In the Agew case, the
Vice President’ immediately,
declered his innocence “of
any wrongdoing, issuing” %‘ﬁ
statement before many of
the riews ostlets that rés. .
ceived it had become aware“.
0f the investigation. ”;
. flinch, so he imediately:
preparedthe statement de-".

- claring his innocence” sald*
Thomsin. Thomson added
that Agnew intended to re.
main “as effective a member
of the adminstration as pos-_

© sible”. and speak out .wher:
_ever he thought it Would

"do some ‘Zood.

Thompson said Agnew spent
y@sterday "doing office
work" in his suite of rooms
in the New Executive Office
Building. The Vice Presgi-
dent declined to make any
further comment about the
on-going investigatio n
after the bried declaration
of innocence he made the
night before.



