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The Senate Wa‘cel gate
committee recessed the
first phase of its inquiry
into. the Watergate “case
yesterday after hearihg a
detailed defense of the
government’s much criti-
cized original - lnvestiga-
tion.

The seven --member com-

mittee, whose televised pro- .

ceedings have preoccupied
the capital and much of the
Nation for nearly three
_months, recessed until Sep-
tember 10 after inferrogat-
ing two witnesses who had
guided the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigation “of .the"

campaign conspiracy: and |

COVErup. ;|

Former Attorney Genelal !

Richard G. Kleindienst and
Assistant -Attorney General .
Henry E:*Petersen declared

that they ‘had “‘cracked?’:
case in April but had never
obtained any information
implicating President Nizon |
in the Watergate coverup.

TESTIMONY

The - two witnesses de-
scribed continual str ].Eb,
however, in their eff:)%gé to .
assure an ummpeded inves-
’agatmn

Moreover. they told .the
committee that John D.Er-
lichman, ‘the Preqldqnt’
former domestic adviser,
had’ sought ‘‘technical ad-,
vice early this year about
the possibliity of lenient
sentences = or presidential
pardons for Watergate de—
fendants.””

Ehrlichman has denied un-
der oath charges that he
sought a guarantee of execu-
tive clemency for E. How-
ard “Hunt Jr., one of “the
seven original Watergate de- .
fendants. 3

END P

The long opening phage of
the Senate examination of .
the roots ‘and”aftermath of
the June 17, 1972, Watergate

bur glary——wlnch had been by
turns startling’” hurdensome
and 1nqu151‘t10nal—came to a
sudden and dramatic halt as
Petersen, the 33rd witness * o

appear in 37 days of tele- -

vised hearings, left the wit-
ness table at 4:45 p.m. EDT.

Kleindienst and Petersen
testified in their sepa;
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. appearances yeﬁerday that

they had.been unable to ob-
tain evidence of a hlgh-level
conspiracy until April off
year, and” both witness es
$aid they had immedia iely
conveyed their findings to
the President.

‘But the former attdrh'ey

sgeneral told the 'senators
sthat Mr. ¢Nixon had” been
itdumbfounded”’
stérsen said" that the Presi-

while Pe-

dent had been concerned but

alm” when they had told
him on April 15 thatithe con-
spirators may have included
senior officals in the White
House' and the Committee
for the Re~e1ect10n of the
Pr‘emdent el

e MITCHELL
Kleindienst told the com-
mittee, though, that he may
not have been the most
“precise” witness on the
meeting because he had
been. shaken by the news’
that his close friend and
pledeceasm former A tot-

ney General.-John N, Mltch-
ell, was among the coverup
participants.

Kleindienst 1ecalled that
he had “‘wept” earlier that
day when he learned -of
Mitchell’s alleged 1nvolve-

. ment and that the President

nad consoled h1m when they
met later.

Both witnesses attubuted

- the April break-in the case

to private statements made
to government prosecutors
ny John W. -Dean III, the
former
counsel, and Jeb Stuart Ma-
gruder. the deputy director

‘uncompromising

White  Hotise legal

under 'Mltchell of the presi-

'dent § reselection Committee.

Petezsen said that on the
basis of Dean’s and Magru-
der’s accounts, the prosecu-
tors
bele were these seven ‘‘pu-
tative defendants” in the
case

Mltchell Robert C. Mardl-
an, a formel assistant attor=
ney - general and campaign
aide; Frederick C. LaRue,
another campaign official;

"Magruder; Ehrlichman;
- H. R. Haldeman, the former -

- White House chief of staff
and Dean.

Petersen said that he had
“resented” being replaced

by a special Watergate pros-
ecutor this spring and, that

he was certain the Depart—
ment of Justice, in which he
has been a career lawyer-
since 1947, “would have con-
victed those people” if the
case had not been taken out
InL several respects, t%

husky-vomed Petersen 1%1
have been among the most
compelling of the witnesses
who spent a cumulative total
of (181 hours at the brown
fel;—covered witness tablein
the caucus room of the old
Senate Office Building.

Uﬁhke many of thoseWho
_préceded him, Petersen tes-

+of 1t§ hands.

'tlfled. that he had been. di-

1ecf, — almost blunt — and
in the
cou,nsel he had given Mr.
Nixon on the’ Watergate
case, :

" He said that he had ifked
the President,on April 15 to
fire, Haldemam and Ehrlich-
man becausey while he was
‘not“able themito guarantee
they would be prosecuted,
he was able to .asure leon
their presence,in the White
House would : “source of
emban assment

Fxfteen days’ latel—“L -

er ‘than. I'would’ve liked,

Petersen recalled this af@er-
noon, — M. Nixon acceptgd
the/'resignation of his_ two
senior domestic assistants.

. Petersen said that he had
émmélly perguaded Mr. Nix-

on not to dlsmlss Dean, how- \

hever:

hen the Pres1dent asked

hlm 1f he should do so, Pe-

Hearings End
-For Now

had concluded that

tersen testified, “I said, ‘My
€00 ess '110,””" and told Mr.
Nixou that his legal counsel
was the first White House of-
ficial-to indicate willingness
to cooperate with the prose- }
cutors.

The assistant attorney gen—
eral 'said that he lafer
agreed with the Presidentin
demanding Dean's resigna- .
tion because Dean insisted
on “a grant of immunity
from the ' prosecutors 'and
the U.S. attorneys were ,not
prepared to extend the.im-
munity.

Petersen, an intense man
who_told the committee that
he had resolved early inthe .
Watergate investigation that
he had been %}he Justice
Department ‘“‘too long tojeo-
pardize my reputation for
anyone,” described in blunt
phrases his argument that
Mr. Nixon must replace
Haldeman.

“I pointed out to the Presi-
dent,” he recalled, “‘that ap-
parently. no one tool;,the la-
boring «oar to try and stop
(the .conspirators) and I
thought that that was cer-
tainly  the responsibility: of
someone like Haldema
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