‘Whlte oﬂaper’ to Rebut Charges
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Nixon Readies Counterattack

By Lou Cannon .
Washington Post Staff Writer
The White House pre-
pared yesterday to strike
back at its Watergate accu-
sers with a wide-ranging le-
gal and political defense

* that includes a “white pa-

per” intended as point-by-
point refutation of damag-
ing allegations raised in the
Senate Select Watergate
Committee hearings.

The legal battle will be
joined today when Charles
Alan Wright, a University of
Texas law professor, goes
before U.S. District Judge
John J. Sirica to oppose a
subpoena in which Water
gate Special Prosecutor Ar-

chibald Co% seeks docu-
ments and tapes relating to
nine White House conversa-
tions. oo
The white paper is likely
in the middle of next week,
when President Nixon is
expected to respond to:
charges raised in nearly two
months of Senate hearmgs
Administration sources
said the President’s in-

tended refutation will cen- .
ter on charges made by for-

mer White House counsel
John W. Dean III, who told
Senate investigators that he
warned the President of
what was going on in the
Watergate investigation as
early as Sept. 15, 1972,

These sources said the
statement has not yet been
written but that it is ex-

pected to be far more spe-

cifie than presidential state-
ments of April 30 and May
22 on the Watergate issue.

Soon after he issues his
white paper in Washington,
it is expected that the Presi-
dent will fly to the Western
White House in San Cle-
mente. Some administration
officals said it is 'possible
he will stop en route for
speeches before friendly au-
diences in an effort to show
that the administration has
not been mortally wounded
by Watergate.
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In an interview on the
CBS-TV morning news show
yesterday, presidential as-
sistant Patrick J. Buchanan
said Mr. Nixon would re-
spond to Watergate charges
within a_ week to 10 days af-
ter the Senate committee
hearings recess.

The committee is ex-
pected to recess some time
this week.

Though denying there is
any “strikeback strategy,”
Buchanan criticized the Wa-
tergate committee for show-
ing signs of partisanship.

“I think that when the
chairman of the committee
(Sen. Sam Ervin of North

Carolina) speaks on the

weekends about ‘the most
repressive President in our
history’ . . . .it’s fair to say

“that there has been a rise in

partisanship on the part of
the committee,” Buchanan
said.

Buchanan, who said he
‘hoped the President would
hold “one or two press con-
ferences which discuss the
issue in some depth,” said

that charges raised at the

committee hearings have
been “exaggerated by the
media.” He also noted that
polls show more than one-
third of {he American peo-
ple believe that President
Nixon knew of the Water-
gate break-in before it oc-
curred.

“And the President is thus
being convicted in the court
of public opinion of an alle-
gation or of a charge that he
has not even been charged
with personally,” Buchanan
said.

While the President’s po-
litical defenders addressed
themselves to the court of
public opinion, Wright was
putting the finishing
touches on the administra-
tion’s answer to Cox’s sub-
peena for the tapes and doc-
uments.

One element of that legal
defense was suggested yes-
terday by Assistant Attor-
ney General Robert G.
Dixon Jr. in a speech to the
American Bar Association
convention.

“It has been said occasion-

ally that the President is
precluded from invoking ex-
ecutive privilege where vio-
lations of the criminal law
arve involved,” Dixon said.
“Actual practice does not
seem to support that state-
ment.”

Sen. Herman Talmadge
(D-Ga.), a membar of the
Senate Watergate commit-
toe, said Sunday that the
President is mlsusmg execu-
tive privilege in refusing to
release the tapes. Talmadge
took the view that the privi-
lege does not apply when
the President’s aides are ac:
cused of obstructing justice.

Mr. Nixon wrote Judge
Sirica on July 26 that he
weculd not comply with
Cox’s subpoena for the tapes
and documents. He said the
subpoena violated the con-
stitutional doctrine of sepa-
ration of powers and that he
was following the example
of other Presidents in tak-
ing the view that the Chief
Executive “is not subject to

compulsory process from

the courts.” i
After the President’s at-
torneys reply today, Sirica
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will set a date for Cox to
submit a written reply. Af-
ter that, a hearing will be
scheduled in the momentous
constitutional case.
Regardless of what Sirica
decides, the case is consid-
ered almost certain to wind

up in the Supreme Court.

But Wright has predicted
that it will take about three
months to get there.

While the President’s law-
yers were completing his le-
gal reply, Mr. Nixon unex-
pectedly drove back to his
mountaintop retreat at
Camp David, where he had
spent a long weekend. He
was accompanied by his
chief of staff, Alexander M.
Haig.

Administration sources
said the President was be-

_ginning his usual process

.when he drafts a major
statement of jotting down
ideas, notes and thoughts
that occur to him. He will
meet later with aides and
speechwriters to begin for-
mally drafting his latest
Watergate statement, they
said,



