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Government Looks Beyond Watergate

Haig: Optimism at Wh‘ltie House

By Carroll Kilpatrick
Washington Post Staff Writer

Presxdent Nixon and the
reorganized White House
staff are recovering from
the crisis of Watergate and
are carrying out the respon-
sibilities of government,
Gen. Alexander M. Haig Jr.
said yesterday.

Speaking optimistically
about future plans and pro-
grams, Haig nevertheless
conceded that the hoped-for.
improvements in .relations
with the press and Congress
are lagging because of
Watergate.

But he said. that -when the
President is able to ‘make
h1s Watewate aefense—pze

e AT L

sumably in the near future

—and to 'begin:holding reg-

ular news conference again
communication with both

the public and Congress
definitely will improve. -
Haig spoke in an inter-

view on the last day of his

service in the Army. After
his appointment as White
House staff ehlef on May 4

ter 26 yeafs of sery
effect, -
Haig™ .yigdrously gdexgleﬂ

See HAIG All Col 1
r
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Richardson: New Rule at .I ustice

By Sanford J. Ungar
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

Attorney General Elliot E.
Richardson yesterday said

he plans to issue a compre-
hensive set of guidelines
next week that will re-

»qulre the keeping of an

“appropriate internal re-
cord” of all third-party con-

‘tacts with the Justice De-

partment—including those

from the White House and
‘Capitol Hill—on all pending
cases. : ;

Richardson sa

in an  interview with The
Washington Post.

They will be unveiled and
explained during the Attor-
ney General’s speech to the
annual American Bar Asso-
ciation convention here next
week. The speech is ex-
pected to focus on-the need,
arising out of the Watergate
affair, to reassure the public
about the Justice Depart-

- ment’s “integrity,” he said.

Richardson said during.
the" interview that the.

JWatergate scandal and. last

year’s furor over an anti-
tr ust settlement w1th the In-

yesterdav See RICHARDSON All Col
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published reports that there
is a hard-line /group in the
White House planning coun-

terattacks against critics in*

Congress.

Characterizing the reportsv

as “nonsense,” ‘Haig said
such action would be con-
trary to the President’s de-
termination to try to build
bipartisan support in both
foreign and domestic policy.
Haig’s upbeat report on
White House activity is
similar to other official com-
ments in recent days. Speak-
ing to 55 agricultural at-
taches from . U.S. embassies
abroad, Vice President
Spiro T. Agnew said yester-
day that the government is
being carried forward . de-
spite Watergate. .
“Government is proceed-
ing here in Washington and
new initiatives ' for peace
are going forward,” Agnew
said. !
The staff reorganization
_has been largely' com-
pleted, Haig said. “The di-
rections have been set and
are accepted and understood
by all, but there are many
things that are going to take
time to mature and blos-
som™ . f
* The President haj been un
der restraint not to speak
‘put on Watergate because of
the investigations, but he
$will do so at the darliest op-
portunity after the first
phase of the 'Se¢nate hear-

ings are completed, Haig in-

dicated. :
» It originally was believed
‘that the Presidsnt would is-
sue his statemet as early as
next week, Wt that was
when the comnittee was ex-
fpected to takea month’s re-
cess beginning this Friday.
- With the csmmittee plan-
ning to contirue its hearings
Into next we:k and perhaps
donger, the President may
:delay his rejort. But he still
plans to mike it public be-
fore going to California
later this month, Haig said.
 The deciion to speak out
-on Waterjate and then to
‘hold reguar news -confer-
‘ences has’been made, Haig
said. But the timing and fo-
;rum for he statement have
‘not  beea . determined, he
said.

In loxking back over his
nearly three . months as

" That was a'__rgference to .the

White House staff chief,
Haig said new directions
have been set, there has
been a greater decentraliza-
tion of power, a lowering of
~the profile of the White
House staff, increased coop:
eration and communication
with the Cabinet and agency
chiefs, and blanning for
greater cooperation, with
Congress.. .
The appointments of Mel-
vin R. Laird and Bryce: N,
Harlow as counsellors to the
President with broad man-
dates in domestie gffairs
have strengthened the ﬁresi-
dent’s hand and will he a
“great asset” to him in im-
proving relations with Con-
gress, Haiy said. 5

- “We have an awful lot of |

work to do to get legislation
moving the way it should,” !
he said.'But he said the deci-
sion to try to work on a bi-
partisan basis has ‘been
made and that the legisla.
tive office under William “E,
Timmons has been enlarged
and strengthened.

can establish a  relatively
dramatic - difference from
the last few months,” he em-
phasized. . ‘
The President has told the

staff to be expediters and fa- riquiring a

i

cilitators of policy . rather |
than directors, Haig said,

change decided upon ‘after
the departure of %, ‘R
Haldeman and John D, Ehrl-
ichman, both.charged with
keeping agency heads at
arm’s length, and dealing:;
with them in an arbitrary
manner. it
Despite Watergate and de- -
spite the President’s: recent 0
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ternational Telephone and
(Telegraph Corp. are exam-
'ples of the problem he
ihopes to solve with the
guidelines
|+ If the proposed guidelines
“had already been in effect,
department officials pre-
‘sumably would have been
irequired to keep a list of ev-
~ery phone call or other com-
munication seeking to influ-
ence the outcome of the
Watergate and ITT cases.
Under current practice,
| 'which requires no such re-
| ords, efforts ‘to influence
the Justice; ; Department’

}.
|
“I am- optimistic that we i
|
|
¥
|

have generalfy; remained se-

| cret and have been revealéd
only through court proceed- -
other : investigatiq‘ns :

- ings,
‘and leaks to the press.
The ITT .controversy fvas
substantially fueled, for ex-
ample, when it was revealed
.that a director of the com-
- pény had met privately se-
veral times in 1871 with
then-Attorney General Rich-
ard G. Kleindienst. :
On July 18, the Senate
unanimously passed § bill,
co-sponsored by John V.
Tunney (D-Calif) and Ed-
ward J. Gurney (R-Fla.), re-
“public impact
statement” and a lisging of
all “lobbying contacts” in
antitrust cases. The hill is
now pending in the House.
But  Richardsons pro-
posed guidelines would go
further, extending the con-
cept to all areas of Justice
Department operations. -

The records of contacts
would apparently{be kept
confidential under normal
cifcumstances. '

illness and his ‘week-long %‘ Hewever, if thc result

meeting with Soviet leader b
Leonid I. Brezhnev,. the '
President has kept an ex

tremely busy schedule, Haig jt

said. . . o

By the end of this week, |
Mr. Nixon will have met |
with 10 heads of govern- |

--ment since early May, Haig

said. In addition, he ' has 4
held eight Cabinet meetings, |
met 27 times with Cabinet
officers, met with. 14 major |
congressional groups and 35 |
smaller groups,- held five !
meetings with the Quadriad |

.or Troika on economic mat- i
ters and held many ‘meet- 14 ¢

ings with economic

; advisers, §
Haig said. ? 1

i were challenged in any case
handled by tthe ’Justice De-
partment, the Attorney Gen-
‘eral said, the lisils could be

used “to demonstrate that it .

was “arrived at' on proper
grounds and noi influenced

by any imprqpe}’* considera-

tion.”"| -
Acknowledgiig that the
Watergate scandal has had a
seriois impact” on morale
within the Justice Depart-
. ment, Richardson said that
people who fwork conscien-
tiously to .dq things right”
‘have. found themselves
“affected by a miasmic
cloud of suspicion and criti-
cism.”> 1 :
He stressed- that thére is

. nothing inherently improper

abput fcomments” on a case -

from igovernmental or pri-

: vate “sources, but said he:
wants to “assure that all.
communications are a mat- .

. ter of récord.”
« The Attorney General
said he had consulted nei-

«2Capitol Hill on the:subject
and has no plans to do so,
because  “I would expect

ther the White House nor

that they would consider it
an appropriate matter for

departmental administra-
tion.” : )
Richardson had these

comments on other subjects
during the interview:

® He said he has no sec-
ond thoughts about the wis-
dom of appointing a special
prosecutor, Archibald Cox,
to handle all Watergate in-
vestigations and prosecu-
tions. )

Such an appointment be-
came “mandatory,” Richard-
“son said, once he, as a per-
son with close ties to the
Nixon administration, had

been named td succeed
Kleindienst as Attorney
General.

Asked whether Cox would
get help from Solicitor Gen- .

_eral Robert H. Bork during

appeals 'in the battle over
access to tape recordings of
President Nixon’s conversa-
tions, he said, “the answer is
probably no”—because “the
concept of (Cox’) independ-
ence” requires that he fol-
low through with the cases
himself,

® He said he is not aware
of any‘evidence that the
White House Plumbers,
whose activities led to dis-
missal of charges against
Daniel Ellsberg in the Pen-
tagon Papers case, had
played a role in the Gaines-
ville, Fla., case against
seven members of and one
sympathizer with the Viet-
nam Veterans Against the

War. )
But Richardson added
that he “certainly ‘can’t

guarantee” that the problem
will not arisé, although “we
have taken all the steps we
know how to take to satisfy
ourselves on the point.

¢ He said that during the
course of a general review
of all Justice Department
activities, he has particu-

" larly asked for “further in-

formation” on the “intelli-
gence functions” of the In-
ternal Security. Section of
Justice’s Criminal Division.

While insisting that he
has no- “preconceptions” on
the matter, Richardson said
he wants to know “what we

rare given information about,
."how we are getting it and
“what value does it have?”

® He stressed ‘“the need
for a comprehensive ap-
proach to planning for the
criminal justice responsibili-

ties of the federal govern-

ment.”
Complaining that only the

«Justice Department’s Anti-

trust Division and a few re-

“gional U.S. attorneys had
been concerned about  this
need in the past, Richardson |
said he “would like to see
the department adopting a

"“proactive, rather than a re-

active, approach to the allo-
cation of resources.”




