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Coast Boards Bars Inquiry

'OnAssessing Nixon Estate

By WALLACE TURNER

Speclal to The New York Times

SACRAMENTO, Calif., Ju1y|

30—The California Board of
.Equalization refused today to
.order an investigation of the
property tax assessment on
President Nixon's estate at San
-Clemente. . ‘

The investigation had beers
sought by William M. Bennett,
chairman of the five-member
board. But his request was met
with indifference and opposi-
-tion from the four other mem-
bers.
" 'After ‘about 30 minutes of
“discussion, Mr. Bennett, admit-
ting that he had lost, said: “Ap-
parently it is-the sense of this
hoard that the Orange County
supervisor or someone there
will do something. .But I want
to say to you that if they do
not, I'll be'back in a month and
bring it up again.” '

He referred to his Insistence
that the assessments be investi-
gated because the total invest-
ments in the property appear to
be about $2.3-million, while the
property taxes are based on a
“full cash value” assessment of
$1,370,080.

Cost of Improvements

The price paid for the prop-
erty by Mr. Nixon in 1969 has
been placed by a White House
announcement at $1.5-million.
The White House also said that
the President had personally
spent $123,000 in improve-
ments. In the last six weeks,
the General Services Adminis-
tration said it had spent $703,-
300 on .improvements that
ranged from secret detection
levices . to insure the Presi-
lent’s security to changes in
:he landscaping and the in-
terior of the house.

.The total of these three fig-
ures is the $2.3-million that Mr.
Bennett said he considered that
the assessor should begin with
n his attempt to establish a

Mr. Bennett would not find the
two supporters required to vote

ize the investigation.

in 1969. Not until last May did
he make known the fact that
he had borrowed $625,000 from
his friend, Robert H. Abplan-
alps, owner of Aerosol" spray
can valve patents who is a
multimillionaire.
the White House also said that
Mr.
owner of a major portion of
the San Clemente property.

Mr. Abplanalp had organized
an investment company that
assumed $1.2-million in debts
owed by Mr. Nixon from the
San Clemente property pur-
chase. In return, the ownership
of an undivided portion of the
San Clemente estate was as-
signed to Mr. Abplanalp’s in-
| vestment company. The White
House refused to give a name
for the investment company or
say -whose money provided its
investment capital.

‘ull cash value for the estate.
laxes are assessed at the rate
f 25 per cent of full cash
ralue. Estimates have .been
nade that if Mr. Nixon’s prop-
Tty is valued for tax purposes
t $1-million less.than it should
€, he would escape $25,000 in
axes this year.

Mr. Bennett had notified oth-

r members of the board sev-

eral weeks ago of his intention
to ask for a staff investigation
of the San Clemente assess-
ment. As the meeting opened
today, it was apparent that

a resolution that would author-

Loan From Friend
Mr. Nixon acquired the house

Last spring

Abplanalp had become

" The - White House said that




