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Washington Post Btaff Writer
G.. Gordon Liddy, cele-
rated Watergate super
sleuth sits in his prison cell,
mute and inscrutable.

‘ But as the -convicted con-
sp1rator pursues his vow of
silence with the fervor of

a Trapplst monk, many of his

former colleagues who have
‘testified before the Senate
Watergate committee have
‘been more than loquacious
in fleshing out the activities
-and personality of this ex-
sotic and perhaps central fig-
'ure in the Watergate affair.

“The cigarehomping gun- .

totmg ex-D.A. has been vari-
-ously described as super
"Spy,. super sleuth, bnlhant
inept and bizarre.

He has been depicted by
ople .both above and. be-

feath him in the hierarchy.

‘of the Nixon re-election ap-
paratus as. the architect of
sundry covert operations to
extract information from the
Democrats
- Those above him said he
initiated the operatiéns—
Jyiretapping, burglary, clan-
" destine photography—often
w]thout specific authority.
Those beneath him said they

were simply following or--
ders. All agree that the now

silent Liddy was the instiga-
tor, the spark for much of
the ineredible array of
heavy-handed political leger-
demam that has come to be
: known generically as Water-
gate.

_‘-=:»-L1ddys silence amid the
free-wheeling talk of others
is rooted in an unflinching
loyalty to his former em-
ployers and an almost fa-
natic commitment to the

spy’s professional require-
ment of nonrevelation, ac-
cofding to many Watergate’

observers.

.. He .refused to testify at

his own conspiracy trial last

winter as well as before the
~ Watergate grand jury this
- spring. He is serving a con-
‘tempt-of-court sentence in
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federal prison for the latter

refusal.

He refused to talk with
FBI investigators last sum-

-mer after the Watergate

break-in and has since re-
fused - to testify before a
House Armed Services sub-
committee investigating CIA
involvement in the Watergate
case. -

Likewise, he has declined
to give a deposition in the
Democratic - National Com-
mittee’s Watergate bugging
civil suit against the Nixon

‘re-election committee and

has refused to cooperate
with = General Accounting
Office .auditors examining
the books of the same com-
mittee. .

Liddy’s former associates
continue to paint” an elabo-
rate image of him as an en-
ergetie, mu}tifaceted man
capable of performances
ranging ‘from writing bril-
liant legal briefs to shooting
out the lights in an alley
during a midnight inspec-
tion of the headquarters
building of presidential
hopeful Sen. George Me-
Govern here last year.

Many of Liddy’s more ad-
venturous plans never came
to frultlon Watergate com-
mittee ‘witnesses have testi-
fied.

His original $1 million in-
telligence -a nd - security of-
fensive against the Demo-
crats.and dissidents in the
nation included, for exam-
ple, a Miamibased yacht
wired for sound with call
girls to lure delegates from
the Democratic National
Convention, plus a contin-
gency plan to kidnap anti-
war leaders and hold them in
a place like Mexico. until af-
ter the Republican conven-
tion. The  kidnapings were
proposed as a means of
short-circuiting street dem-
onstrations in Miami Beach,
site of the GOP convention.

Nixon campaign. chief
John - N. Mitchell was
“appalled” at such propos-
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[is Silence

Convicted Watergate conspirator Gordon Liddy has under-
gone a change in appearance since Sept. 19, 1972, when

als, recalled Jeb Stuart Ma-
gruder, deputy campaign

manager of the Committee.

for the Re-Election of the
President, and Liddy went

“back to the drawing boards

to devise a more realistic
plan.
Liddy once boasted, ac-

‘cording to fellow Watergate

conspirator James W. Me-

Cord, that a planned break-
-in at the offices of a Las Ve-

gas newspaper publisher
would be consummated by
the break-in crew fleeing to
Central America on a plane
furnished by no one less
than billionaire’ Howard
Hughes.

“My impression of Mr.,
Liddy was that he may have
been a very capable general
counsel, but that he also oc-
casionally did some fairly

bizarre things.” Magruder
aide Robert A. Reisner sum-
med it up for the Watergate
committee.

Even in his official capa-
city as general counsel, or at-
torney, for. the re-election
committee, Liddy had his
problems.

When Magruder once put
his hand on Liddy’s shoul-
der and complained that
Liddy was slow in getting a
job done, Liddy “indicated
he would kill me,” Magru-
der said, if Magruder did
not remove his hand.

Magruder stressed that he
did not consider the threat a
serious gesture but only one
“Mr. Liddy’s mannerisms.”

Shortly thereafter, Liddy
was relieved of his duties as
general counsel for-the com-
mittee and began concen-
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Rooted in Unflinching Loyalty
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he appeared in District Court, leff, and July 20, 1973,
when he refused to even take oath at another hearing.

trating almost ‘solely on in-
telligence gathering.

There, too, he ran into
problems, aceording. to
Watergate testimony and in-
terviews with government
officials.

His early 1972 estimates
that 250,000 antiwar demon-
strators were poised to en-
gulf the Republican Na-
tional Convention, for exam-
ple, went far beyond the
range projected by local po-
lice, FBI and even the Re-
publican National Commit-
tee. (About 3,000 to 5,000
demonstrators ultimately
showed up in Miami Beach.).

Magruder testified that
Liddy was authorized $100,-
000 to implement an intelli-
gence gathering operation
against the various antiwar

groups planning to demon-
strate against the conven-
tion.

If such an apparatus ex-
isted, said police, FBI and
Republican National Com-
mittee security officials in
interviews with The Wash-
ington Post, its operatives
never established liaison
with the rest of the intelli-
gence community and prod-
uced no known reliable
data. :

In the Watergate hear-

ings, Senate commiftee mi-
nority counsel ¥Fred Thomp-
son once asked Reisner if
Liddy, with his flair for the
melodramatic, had become
known as “super sleuth or
super spy.”
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“It was a joking refer-
ence,” answered Reisner,

“It turned out to be incor-
rect, too, didnm’t it?” re-
turned Thompson.

“It turned out to be incor-
rect,” said Reisner. .

The Watergate testimony
is studded with descriptions
of Liddy as a wild, unpre-
dictable, off-the-wall char-
acter, bright but compulsive,
eager but hard to restrain.

“I had an impression of
him that he was certainly
not an easy employee to
have around,” said Reisner.

Magruder said former
White House aide Egil (Bud)
Krogh admonished that “we
should keep tight control
over him, but he was very
effective.”

Liddy was too -ready to
jump directly into his own
intelligence operations in-
stead of directing them

from afar, Magruder com-

plained at another point,

“He was supposed to be
the planner, not the execu-
tor of these activities,” Ma-
gruder testified.

Even his planning, when
it came to the call girls on
the yacht and the abduction
of anti-war leaders, got out

of hand, Magruder con-
fessed.
Former White House

counsel John W. Dean III
and “I were both concerned
about the scope of Mr. Lid-
dy’s proposal,” Magruder
said. “I think we were try-
ing to handle Mr. Liddy in
an appropriate manner and
we tried to say now,
‘Gordon, you are just way
out in left field here and
you have got to come back
ln., »

Herbert L. Porter, former
scheduling director for the
re-election committee
quoted Magruder as saying
after news broke of the
June 17, 1972, Watergate
break-in, “Doesn’t that

sound like something stupid
that Gordon would do?”
Watergate witnesses also
characterized Liddy as:.ob-
sessed with secrecy and -se-
curity measures. o
He once insisted on turn-
ing a radio on during a pri-
vate talk with Mitchell aide
Frederick C. LaRue and for-
mer Justice Departmernt in- .
ternal security chief Robert
C. Mardian to garble.any
possible recording of .the
conversation, Mardian testi-
fied. S
To show how thoroughly
he covered his tracks.after
traveling to Los Angeles.:to
supervise the burglary 7 of
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-
trist’s office, Mardian- said,
Liddy told him-he destroyed
the seralized $100 bills given
him as expense money and
even shredded the wrappers
from soap he had collected
from hotels en route. ;..
His ultimate gesture--of
loyalty, testified LaRue, was
a professed willingness: to
have himself killed to-pre-
vent disclosure of his acts:
“Mr. Liddy assured' us,”
said LaRuer “that in- any
event, he would never re-
veal any information about
this in the course of any in-
vestigation, even if it led to
him, but if we were not sat-
isfied with that assurance,
that though he was, I think
personally or morally.. op-
posed to suicide, that if:we
would instruct him to beon
any street corner. at'.ahy
time, he would be there“and
we could have him assassi-
nated.” : S
“In other words, he was
willing to be rubbed -out?”
asked Watergate committee
majority counsel  Samuel
Dash. o
“Yes, sir,” said LaRue,
“I take it nobody took him
up on his offer?” said Dash.
“Not that I know of,.no
sir,” replied LaRue. P




