‘

SFChronicle gy 2 3 1973

Report
@ Tapes’
Conients

Washington

An article in New Republ-
ic that will be published to-
day contends that White
House lawyers had deter-
mined that the evidence in
the secret tapes of Pesident
Nixon’s conversations was,
in the article’s terms,
“mixed and confusing.”

John Osborne, the maga-
zine’s White House corres-
pondent, said in the article
that ‘“‘some of the tapes in
question were played back
and drawn upon by the law-
yers and others who helped
Mr. Nixon draft his May 22
statement,” in which he den-
ied involvement in the Wat-
ergate break-in. and the sub-
sequent coverup.

The article said Oshorne
had learned that some of the
conversations on the tapes
‘“supported the President’s
contentions and recollec-
tions” but that other por- _
tions, “often on the same
tape, could be interpreted it
read alone to dispute his
contentions and make him
out a liar.”

A White House spokesman
declined to comment on the
New Republic article.
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