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2nd lllegal Nixon Gift Told

Washington :

Ashland 01, Inc.; -and
its chairman, Orin E. At-
kins, have voluntarily ac-
knowledged an ille gal
$100,000 cash contribution
to President Nixon’s re-
election campaign.

The origina] announce-
ment came from special

atergate prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox and was quickly
confirmed by Atkins afid the
Nixon re‘election commit-
tee. - ' '

Any corporation’-contribu-
tion to a political campaign
isillegal under federal law.

According to:the commit-
tee, the contribution . was
made before a newlawtook
effect April 7, 1972, requir-
ing public disclosure of all
campaign contributions.

Atkins said the contriby-

tion was made through a
subsidiary and without the
knowledge of his hoard of
directors. He termed the
contribution ‘“‘extremely re-
grettable.”

ATTORNEY

In a letter dated July 16,

1973, to tlie Nixon re-election
finance committee, Fred M.
Vinson Jr. said he was act-

ing as the aitoﬁié?foTAt-i

kins, his wife and the Ash-:

land Petroleum = Gabon

- Corp., and was notifying the
campaign finance ‘organiza-
tion that the $100,000 contri-
bution received in the name
of Mr. and Mrs. Atkins ac-
tually was made from funds
of Ashland Petroleum Ga-
bon. Vinson asked that the
funds be returned.

The letter concluded.
“This will acknowledge that
my ' inquiries have also re-
vealed that the Nixon Fi-
nance Committee was not

Back Page Col. 7
From Page I
Bolobonts” -\l

informed ahd had 1t

porate source.”
A reply, dated the same
day to Vinson from Paul
Barrick, treasurer of the fi-
hance committee, enclosed a
check made out to Ashland
Petroleum Gabon for the full
amount of the contribution.
The committee “had no
idea that the contribution
had been from corporate

it
[

funds,
saidi ,
Inar statement ‘d§stied
from his office, the Water-
gate prosecutor, Archibald
Cox, said it appeared that
the contribution was solicit-
ed by and delivered to
Maurice H. Stans, then
chairman of the finance arm
of the Nixon re-election com-
mittee.

Stans is under indictment
in=New York in connection
with a secret cash $200,000
campaign contribution from
New Jersey financier Robert
L. Vesco. Stans has pleaded
innocent.

the Bja irick letter

Ashland, which has head.

quarters in Ashland, Ky.,
was the second major .U.S.
firm to acknowledge illegal
corporate donations to Mr.
Nixon. . )
Two weeks ago, American
‘Airlines confessed ~that it
donated $55,000 in company
funds to the Nixon re-
election campaign. At the
time, Cox commended the
admission and indicated that

jail terms. and fines may |
await other corporate offi- .

cers who fail to admit such

" gifts.

“When corporate officers
come forward voluntarily
and early to disclose illegal
political  contributions o
candidates of either narty,
their voluntary aciknow-
ledgement will be consi-
dered as a mitigating cir-
cumstance in deciding what
charges to bring,” Cox said
in a statement yesterday.

Under federal law, anyvone
who gives or receives cam-
paign gifts from the treasur-

ies of corporations, lahor

unions or banks may he.im-
prisoned up-to two years and
fined up to $10,000.

In the case o American
Airlines, Chairman :veorge
A. Spater said My. Nixon's
personal lawyer and trusfed
fund raiser. Herbert W .

Kalmbach. told him the gur-

line was “‘among those 1 om

- whom $100,000 was expect-

ed.” The airline got its $40,-
000 back from the Nixon
committee on July 11. "
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