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A eport That Nixon
Won t Release Tapes

Washmgton

President Nixon plans

to tell the Senate Water-
gate committee in a letter
Monday that he will not
release tapes of his con-
versations with former
aides on Watergate-relat-
ed matters.

Iriformed sources said yes-
terday that, despite:strong
pressure to release pthe
tapes, Mr. Nixon has decid-
ed to stand by his decision
afinounced July 7 to deny
the committee  access to
premdenztlal papers includ-
1ng tapes.

Officials would not discuss

the possibility that the Pres-
ident .may use the tapes-in:

some fashion in his own de-’
‘But this posed the

fense.
question whether any .ex-
cerpts he may decide to-use
from the tapes would be ac-
cepted by the public as the
whole story. ¢

The White House was
stunned yesterday when
Chairman Sam J. Ervin
(Dem-N.C.), misled .by' a
hoax, announced at the com-

mittee  hearings that the-
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President “ had " agreed to,
make available the tapesre-
lating to the Watergate case.
(See Page 8 for details.)
Upon learning of the hoax,
Mr. Nixon immediafely or-
dered an FBI investigation
to try to determine who had
‘telephoned the misinforma-
tion. to Ervin about release
of the tapes.
While Mr. Nixon is said to
recognize that by withhold-
ing the tapes he gives his en-

emies fresh ammunition
"ings with senior staff mem-
- bers. ;

with which to charge that he
is covering up his involve-

ment in the scandal, he be-

gan work yesterday drafting
a letter explammg his posi-
tion.

It ‘will follow generally the; .

lines' of the argument he
made.to Ervin July 7, when
he asserted that “I shall not
testify -before the committee
or permit access to Presi-
dential papers.” !

“I want to strongly em- -

id in his letter then, ‘s

obligation to preserveintact
. the powers and prerogatives
of the presidency and not
upon: any ‘desire to withhold
' mform@tmn Televant to your
inquiry.”

Rufus L. Edmisten, deputy -

counsel of the investigating
commi;tee said that White
House counsel Leonard Gar-
ment informed committee
counsel Samuel Dash that
“on Monday morning’ the
President will be sending up
a full and complete state-
" ment to all the members of
the committee.”

TIME

will set a time for the Presi-
dent’s promised meeting
with Ervin, or whether the
letter may indicate the Pres-
ident no longer believes a
meeting should be held:
White House Press Secre-
tary Ronald L. Ziegler said
‘“no date” has been set for
the meeting with Ervin. He
would not elaborate.
i  Asked what was bemg
done with the tapes of presi-
dential conversations, .Zie-
gler said “They have never
been transeribed. The Presi-
dent mentioned to me again
this morning that there has
never been a transeript
made of any of the tapes at
all.”
The Presment’s cotinsels
have not reviewed the tapes
Ziegler said.

o - STAFF ;

Mr. Nixon is scheduled to
leave Bethesda (Md.) Naval
, Hospital about 9 a.m. today
and drive to the White
House for a series of meet-

Ziegler said that the Presi-
dent is feeling much better

“and wanted to meet with

‘staff members before ‘going
in' the atternoon to Camp
David.

After a final: exammatlon
yesterday afternoon, the
President’s doctors reported
th ﬁ“the phys1ca1 examma»

ng of the vn'al pneu-
monia, Yesterday’s electro-

g iSion in- ;
President .

ed on my constltunonar

It could not be learned
whether Mr. Nixon’s letter
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A clearvimpression’
T Was agaifi nor-

A

“imal. The: Presrldegt has tol-

erated the program "of in-
‘creased activity and ' staff

" work without any discomfort

or excessive fatigue.”
Dr. Walter R. Tkach, the
President’s physician, said
that Mr. Nixon’s chest was
“‘entirely clear” and that
“he is now more eager than
‘ever to jump into the work
program.” He said he*had
T“cautioned” the ‘President
to report any fatigue.
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