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. POwers which he can stil deploy,
JUL 1871973 notably executive privilege concerning
. White House documents and tapes, to

protect himself. If executive privilege

applies- to anything, it surely applies

to tapes of a President’s own con-

The o
Dangling ™=
Man

By William V. Shannon

WASHINGTON, J uly 17—In the Wat-
ergate catastrophe that has engulfed
him, Mf; Nixon is fighting desperately
against two separate but interrelated]
dangers. As an individual, he has %o
defend himself ‘against highly detailed
charges that he is guilty of obstruct-
ing justice and of other crimes. A
President, he has to cope with a crisis
of public confidence in his Adminis-.
tration and its ability to govern.

The heart of Mr. Nixon’s dilemma
is that because of his need to protect .
himself as an individual against pos-
sible criminal charges, he cannot take
the necessary actions as President
that would end the crisis of confi-
dence. Only he knows the exact degree
of his own involvement in each of the
multiple ramifications of Watergate.
But, if he had no worries about -per- -
sonal complicity, he could indignantly
denounce the former Cabinet members
and'White House aides who betrayed
his' trust, open up the White you-se
files and his own taped conversations
unreservedly to the Ervin committee
and Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox,
and make a clean break with the past.

Public sympathy would go out to
him as a man wronged by those he.
trusted, and he would be able—
weakened but still very much a func-
tioning President —to turn his atten-
tion to domestic inflation, the specula-
tive run on the dollar, and the nation’s
other problems. . _
¥ But Mr. Nixon cannot afford a clean
break with the past. He cannot..de-
nounce those former Cabinet members
and White House aides because one or
more of them may be able to corrobos
rate part or all of the staggering
indictment leveled against him' by his
former counsel, John W. Dean 3d.

Repeated efforts have been made to
vilify Mr. Dean and to impugn Iqxs
credibility but except for minor dis-
crediBility, but except for minor dis-
futed.

Now that it is publicly known that
tapes exist of all the disputed Nixon.-
Dean conversations, the President
finds himself in an impossible situa-
tion. The tapes must in some way be
incriminating. Otherwise, it is hard
to believe that the White House woulfi
not have made them available immedi-
ately after Mr. Dean’s testimony and
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But would the Supreme 'Court up--
hold a claim of absolute executive
privilege when the documents in, ques- -
tion may be evidence of a crime? It .
is absurd to contend that litigation
over this question might be tied up
in the courts for years. When the
issue is of overriding importance, the
Supreme Court can act quite promptly.
It disposed of the Pentagon papers
case in ten days.

Aside from the courts, there is Spe- -
“cial Prosecutor Cox standing athwart :
Mr. Nixon’s path like Nemesis. If Mr.
Cox requests the tapes, is turned
down, and then resigns in protest, the
President would lose heavily with pub-
lic opinion. His position would be un-
tenable if he were perceived as with-
holding evidence which would clear up
the mystery hanging over his Admin~
istration.

Meanwhile, he and his lawyers still
have to worry about the testimony
of his former associates. He can afford
to have them depict him as ignorant,
incompetent, careless, astonishingly
naive—anything so long as they do
not back up the Dean charges about
his personal knowledge and involve-
ment. That is why Mr. Nixon hur-
riedly disavowed the hostile questions
concerning Mr. Mitchell that were pre-:
pared in the White House and asked
by Senator Inouye. The President can-
not risk offending Mr. Mitchell.

Mr. Nixon is a dangling man, his
fate in the hands of others. As long
as he dangles, he cannot work his
way out of the crisis in which the
_ American Government is caught up.
. He may not even be able to save him- .
self. He has to keep six lawyers on .
the White House staff working all or
part of their time pbreparing his de-
fense. He has to avoid the press for
fear that he might inadvertently di-
vulge some incriminating detail.

Mr. Nixon can get away with these
defensive manewwers with the ordinary
public, at least for a considerable
time. Most Americans are understand-
ably’ ambivalent about the President’s
conduct and what to do about it
Nothitig in our experience or in the
history" books prepared us to respond
to a Watergate Presidency. Mr. Nixon,
however, cannot rely upon the passage
of time and the uncertainty of ordinary
citizens to save him. The Ervin com-
mittee and Mr. Cox know what evi-
dence they are looking for and press
their search. e
 The crisis worsens. Meanwhile, the
‘witnesses testify. The President dan-

thereby delivered a crushing, unan-

swerable rebuttal. ) i
Mr. Nixon can use those Q{eSlc}_e{x_tpa_l

wi

gles. And the country waits,
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Jamg ‘Reston, who is on vacation.




