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Sen. Inouye
Sees Nixoen
‘In Trouble”

President Nixon should

quickly volunteer to make -

himself and key White
House documents available
to Senate Watergate inves-
tigators because he “is"in

trouble” with the public,
Sen. Daniel K. Inouye (D-

Hawaii) said yesterday.

Inouye, a member of the Sen-
ate select Watergate committee,
said that because of the testi-
mony of former presidential
counsel John W. Dean III, “the
President’s word is not taken
as it'was a few months ago.”

Dean, who ‘was fired by the
President on April 30,has testi-
fied that Mr. Nixon knew about
the cover-up of the June 17,
1972; break-in and bugging of
Democratlc headquarters at the
Watergate,

The Senate’ committee has
asked the White House to turn
over to it a number of docu-
ments, including the records
of Dean, former domestic af-
fairs adv1ser John D...Ehrlich-

man, and former White House |
chlef of staff H. R. (Bob): ‘Hal- ;

deman. The[White Houseé ‘has
refused to let the committee
have the papers saying that
to.do so would violate the con-

iy

Pre51 ent

stitutional* doctrine of separa- .

tion of powers.
§It is not our business to

decide who is guilty rer: not

guilty or whether onevis tell-
ing the truth or not” Inouye
said on the CBS televrslon
‘program Face - the Nétion.
“But -it’s, an issue that most

of the people 'of the United

States argq now concerned
with; who*1§ telhng the truth
“or not? o

1 “And I" think it would be-«»,
int the hest interest of the:
tates

Pres1dent, of the United §
to come forward voluntarlly
with his papers and himself
because he is the man who
can clear himself. Right. now,
with the evidence presented

by Mr. Dean, I would say ,
that the President isT i
trouble.” ¢

Asked whether he thoughtk

the testimony of former Attor-
ney General John N. _Mltc_hell

and special presidential counsel
Richard A Moore had helped
the President, Inouye replied,
“T don’t thmk so ... if any-
thing it just confused the
pbeople . . .”

In thelr testlmonv before the
‘| committee last week, Mitchell
and Moore disputed portions of,
Dean’s .testimony. Both men’
 testified, however, that Mr. Nix-
on did not know of the cover-
up untﬂ he was told. of it by
Dean in mid-March of thls year,

A majority of the  seven-
member Watergate panel, in-
cluding Inouye and the com-
mlttee chairman, Sen Sam
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Ervin, (D 1\1.(‘) -is on record
as supporting a subpoena for
the presidential papers ifithat
proves necessary. But Inouye
said yesterday that he agreed
with Ervin that if Mr, Nixon
ignored a supoena, it was us-
eless to get involved in a court
battle that might take years
to. resolve.

Another member of the
Watergate committee, Sen.
Lowell Weicker (R-Conn.), said
on WCBS-TV in New York yes-
terday that he would vote
against subpoening either the
President or the documents
because such action would vi-
olate:the separation of powers
between the execuiive and
legislative branches of govern-
ment, ] ;

However, Kejcker sald he
behelved that the committee
would be willing fo meet Mr
Nixon in private at the White
Houge if that would make it
easier:to respond to allegations
that he knew of the Waterr ]
gate cover-up.

Mr., Nixon has promised- to

‘meet privately with Ervim-to

iconfined at Bethesda Naval Hos-
ipital, where he is being treated

discuss the documents issue,
but a White House spokesman
said this meeting will not take |
place while the President is)

1 Committee,

l“pamted,k hifigelf¥intoa cor-|
ner” ‘by so strongly rebuffing
the panels -efforts to get his
side of the case.

“He ought  to wait until
(after). the full testimony %
from the principal characters
in this investigation,” Buckley
said, and then judge the ‘most
effectlve way” to state his
case.

Meanwhile, Newsweek
quoted  unnamed  “Senate
sources and federal 1nvest1ga—
tors” as saying that former
White House aide - Gordon
Strachan'is "réady to testify '
that Haldeman ordered-him to
shred “incriminating docu- |

ments from Haldeman s office.
safe - after the ' June17, 1972,
Watergate break-in. Newsweek
said Strachan has a list of the
documents.
Two other potential Senate
committee witnesses, former
Attorney General Richard
Kleindienst and White House
staff ‘member Lawrence Hig-
by, Newsweek said, would im-
plicate Haldeman and Ehrli-
chman in the Watergate oper-
ation or its cover:u it

As the senators us_s_e_d_, in
various ways, the*impact of|
the Watergate affair on . Mr.:
Nixon’s public image, Rep.
John.Anderson (R-I1L.);. chair-
man of the House Republican
Conference, suggested:' that
White House efforts for: major
consolidation of domestie pro-
‘grams into six “special reve-
nue-sharing” plans had suf-
fered. heavy “political dam-
age” from Watergate on Capl-
tol Hill.

“There’s Jless push behlnd
it he said.
But he sald Watergate may
help this’ own' proposal to:és-
tablish an independent elec-
tion Commission and a $2 500
limit on campaign contnb-
utions in presidential races
and $1,000 in congressional
races. Rep. Wayne Hays (D-
Ohio), powerful chairman of
the: House Administration
_opposes Ander-
son’s bill, but Anderson said
he  hoped .other ‘Democrats
could change Hays’ ‘thinking.

for viral pneumonia.

Another senator, James
Buckley«(Cons.-N.Y.), sugvested
yesterday that Mr. Nixon
would be aided by cooperating
with the Watergate panel. “The
White, House ought to be 1ean~ g
>t backwards in the pro-|°
f those documents
helpful's to the 1nvest1gat10n
(that) do not trespass on in:
ternall ‘communications,” Buc =
ley salg on NBC TV’s Me
The' Preéss.

Asked if Mr. N1xon should
testifyf (})efore the Senatei com-
mittee; Buekley said hettegret-|
ted that the President had




