By R. W. APPLE Jr.

Special to The New York Timeg

WASHINGTON, July 12—For
months, the mood in the White
House  briefing :room  has been
sour.and.querulous. For months,
exchanges' between spokesmen
‘and reporters haye centered al-

| 3

- But this'morning; for the

dime ‘in the ‘memory. of ‘corra-|:
;spondents - who - have ' covered |:
T, two decades; | 70

the Presidency.
the ‘authority: ‘of;
to. speak ‘forthe: P ,
openly -‘questioned. . Ho

did

what - President Nixon feit on
this *issue? Cal
" To many in the room, the
breakdown in communication
appeared nearly complete.

. Gerald L. Warren, the deputy
press seci‘etary, who has taken

over most of the responsibilityt

for daily briefings from his su-
perior, Ronald L. Ziegler, “the
press secretary read a state-
ment expressing Mr. Nixon’s
regret that the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee had not
recommended confirmation of
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tmost exclusively on’ Watergate.

they know, the reporters: asked
in effect, ‘that this. was ‘really

G, Mchi\rtrie‘ Godley a's‘,vA’,ssist-“ the: President.” Now we are
ant ‘Secretary of State for East| Jearning: that-the spokesman

the: Wat
some - questions:on :otheér mat-

gt

AcYes; of course. I see Ron' | Pronouncements:in Mr.: Nix-

L .| on’s name::when ‘the "/pro-:

Q: Did .most of .your in-| nouncer did not evén §86:MF. | ..
formationi that ;you; gave us:| Nixon, Mr. Warren: insisted: |-

7 ) that he: could .and did see |-

nt when neces-

every:day. %

come from: ‘him3 -

A: Gentlemen, I have met-| the’ Preside
and talked: to a number of || sary. - : e Bl
That assertion was imme-.
) _ diately :challenged, as fol-.
Q: Gerry, with all due re- |- lows: ‘

the - President’s  senior ad-
visers ‘today. i

spect-to you in this-situatién,

for. -the President -acts. as
€SS rouf such;  without even seeing or
maitter, completely unrelated to| talking ‘to the President.
: gate:cas 1t " Assertion’ Challenged
‘Later; Mr: ‘Warren  conced-
ters,: the distrust of the report-| ed that -while Mr: Ziegler had
ers,.engendered seen-Mr: Nixon every:day, it -
; : : would be: “virtually« impos-.
sible” for: him:to :do:so’ibe-:
cause . of: " th ident’
“schedule an ‘dthe things that
he s> doing.? -y
i YOU. ] ‘But' then; *ask
‘with::Ron' Ziegler; this' morn- | ‘the- public .could: have: any
with::-Ron Zlﬁeglélj this morn: . S e

‘_ Hill, had not seen the President
bublic this mofning, he ‘was, immed-
confideneé: i

gave us today was hearsay.
How are you supposed to ac-
cept that?

‘A: Let me just try to end
it this ‘way, by saying. that
the  President’s spokesman
daily gives you ‘the Presi-
dent’s view. - : B

A few minutes later, more
doubts_were expteSsed. When
Mr. ‘Warren said that Richard!
A. 'Moore, the special . White:
House counsel who was to-tes-:
tify:later in the day on Capitol]

iately asked how he could know

’talkeq‘ to Mr. Nixon.

C _examine that;
you put us in :a awkward | Gerry? You didn’t see him
position. During the past | today. You weré asked yes-
year, we have had to learn | terday how long you saw
to realize that we have not | him and you wouldn’t say.
always had accurate informa- ‘Today is Thursday. Could
tion from the spokesman for | you-just go backwards and
' B tell us for how long you saw
-him- Wednesday - morning,
Tuesday morning and Mon- -
-day morning? _ )

A: Ted, no, I am not going
to do thhat because.I don’t
think that would serve any
useful purpose. .

- Q: We have come up from
time to time with questions
. and have been told they can-

not be answered because

that “if -he “himself - had - not

s~ Alavereman

-« W as Newsman - .-
Unlike: Mr; »\Zigglef;' Mr. War-
ren'has; worked as a -newsman,
and, until recently, he was con-
sidered: ~by "~ most - reporters|
assigned- to the White. House
to be.a more reliable—if less
well informed——source of in-
formation, -

“ According. to one - White
House official he was given-the
briefing assignment; with Mr.
Ziegler in the background, for;
precisely that reason after Mr.:
Ziegler's credibility had been:
challenged as a result of Water-
gate. )

_ As this morning’s ‘guestions,
showed, the reporters now sus-
pect that most of Mr. Warren’s
information comes from Mr.
Ziegler, and that therefore
nothing has changed, Almost
daily, in a further demonstra-
tion of distaste, Mr. Warren is
asked whether Mr. Ziegler will

be. replaced.- He always insists
Mr. Ziegler. will not be, |




