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+How the Senate Water-
gate committee handles
its investigation in the
coming days—oparticularly
who it calls to the witness
stind immediately after it
fimishes with John Dean
IIT—can be of critical im-
portance to the opinion of
the nation and the repu-
tation of President Nixon.
“Dean has made more seri-
4 ous charges
against Mr.
Nixon than
any official
has brought
against any
President in
this century. Anticipating
this, the White House has
- been'urging that the Senate
committee now call wit-
ndsses who are in a position
to’ challenge Dean’s testi-
mony—and call them before
the July Fourth recess —
rather than summoning oth-
er, witnesses who are likely
to*follow Dean with support
‘for his charges.

-iThis is a reasonable re-
qiest. Without passing judg-
ment on Dean’s recollection,
of the events, and without
trifing to discredit his testi-
mbny or impugn his charac-
tef—as the White House has
beéen doing for days and
weeks—the fact is that the
selection of witnesses and
the timing of their appear-
ance hefore the national tele-
vision audience can make a
great dealsof difference.

For ®xample, if the Ervin
committee were to call an-
other witness after - Dean
who also ineriminated Mr.
Nixon in covering up the
scandals and obstructing
justice, or even if he didn't
call any other witness before
the long July Fourth holi-
day, Dean’s testimony would
tend to- dominate public
opinion well into“July, by
which time the vacation sea-
son would be on us and the
rebuttals would be heard by
a different and smaller audi-
ence:s
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Dean has been an effec-
tive witness. He makes one
wonder how such ‘an intelli-
gent “and composed voung
man could have been so stu-

pid, timid or weak during
the coverup. Buffin the Sen-
ate 'hox, he has had total
control of his brief, he has
put down a foundation’ for
his case that is an explosive
mine-field for the President,
and he has been responsive
to the questions of the sena-
tors.
About the only mistake he
made was that. by a slip of
language, he “crossed his
I’s and dotted his t’s,” but
otherwise, hy a torrent of

details and almost total re- |
call of meetings and dates — |

without keeping either a dia-
Ty or even a calendar, he
said — he led the doubts of
the television audience right
to the President’s door, and
was . even  bold enough to
Plead - that the Preside;
should be “forgiven”

startling word Mr. Nixonje-

nied to those who had defied

his policy on Vietnam.

No wonder then that the
President’s lawyers want his
testimony to be followed by
witnesses like John Ehrlich-
man. or Bob Haldeman,
whom Dean has incriminat-
ed, so that Dean’s story ecan
be ¢cliallenged before it siriks
in-over the Fourth of July
holiday, and endures there-
after.

: FAITH

Still, there is a flaw in the
White House argument, rea-
sonable as it is. The White
House. in order to get a fair
hearing, does not have to
rely on the good judgment of
the Senate committee, and
nobody has yet questioned
the good faith of Senator
Sam Ervin of North Caroli-
na. i
The -President is not exact-
ly an innocent bystander in
this controversy, and he is
not _without power. He
doesn’t have to leave the im-
portant question of the next
witness and the doubts of
the American people to the
Senate committee. He can
command the stage, and in
the process, overwhelm the
committee anytime he likes. -

He knows all the options.-
The press is outside his gate
at San Clemente, watching

"Dean:on the TV cutting him

up, and being told the Presi-
dent will have nothing fto
say. He can call a press con-
ference and com - the
headlines anytime ‘he' likes
before the next witness.

T

He l1ad told several stories
aboufthe espionage and the
sabotage and the coverup,
all of which have now been

denied by John Dean and
others, who héve questioned
his*“control of his staff, his
judgment, and even, ‘hy in-
ference, his integrity. -
This is not the sort of
thing that can go out over
national television, and be
dealt with effectively by si-
-lence, or by picking the next
witngss before the Senate
committee. Especially by an
administration that has paid
S0 much attention to public
relations and public opinion.
If the President is §6 sure ‘
that ‘he is innocent, that he
is being misrepresetited, by
John Dean, and villified by a
hostile press and television,
he has an obvious remedy.
He ean come forward him-
self-and offer voluntarily to
give a deposition to the Wat.-
ergate special prosecutor, or
if he is really sure of his
case” and concerned about
the reaction of the television
audience, and wants to he
bold and command public
opinion, he can volunteer to
be-the next witness himself
before the Ervin committee
and the American people.’
The chances are that he
will do none of these things
— neither answer the gues-
tions of the press. make 2
deposition to the prosecu-
tors, or volunteer to appear
before the Senate commit-
tee, but even so the calling
of the next witness on th
Hill is important. 8
John Dean has inot
knocked the Presidentiput,
but he has hurt him bady.
"He has talked for hundreds
0f.pages, and incriminated
the- President and many of*
le President’s closest asso-
ciates before one'of the larg-
est audiences in the histery
of television. Sk
Accordingly, whatever the
President does or ‘refusesto
do. the fair thingisto main-
tain some kind of continuity

r the >fa«cts.

: And this surely means call-

. ing Ehrlichman and Halde-

. Mg as soon as. possible to
~answer Dean’s charges: be-
fore the July Fourth recess.
and -before nobody remem-
bers anything  except what
Dean had to say incriminat-
ig the President.-



