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Innocently Aided

iddy,

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
Charles W. Colson, former
special counsel to President
Nixon, said he knew before
January, 1972, that G. Gor-
don Liddy and E. Howard
Hunt had burglarized the
office of Daniel Ellsberg’s
psychiatrist.

Still, Colson said, he did-

not suspect the two of plan-
ning further illegal acts
when they sought his help —
and got it — in seeking ap-
proval later for what he
called a security and intelli-
gence plan for the pre51den-
Ual election campaign.

The plan included the Wa- .

tergate operation, for w

Hunt later pleaded guilly

and Liddy was convicted.

Phope Call -

It also included, accorgimg
to testimony before the Sen-
ate Watergate committee,
proposals for breaking and
entering, eavesdroppmd and
telephone tapping. in an es-
pionage campaign agamst
the Democrats, at their Wa-

tergate office complex quar-

ters and elsewhere.

deputy Nixon campalgn
director Jeb S. Magruder in
late January or e
ruary, 1972, and urged that
,ledy and Hunt be glven a

g % on.their plan az
“He" denied knowmg‘“dr sk-
ing what their pl3
tained. ko

Colson’s comments &
interview indicated that at
the time he helped Liddy

and Hunt he knew they pre-
viously had engaged in. an il

-i Feb-

& fss;?
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didn’t occur to him that
Hunt and Liddy might plan
other illegal explmts Colson
_said:

“No, I assumed whoever
supervised them Wﬂuld
make sure it was legal ”

Colson, who Tresigned in
March after four years as a

. Special counsel to Presuient
- Nixon, has been a key fi

from the start in the W;,;
gate affair because he hired
Hunt as.a White House con-
sultant in 1971, .

So far, however, Colson

- of . Sept.
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é‘fu

has not been tled »du‘ecﬂyto

litical ‘espionage, and he
says federal prosecu@'s
have told him he is
target of the Water
grand jury investigatio

In recent weeks, CT)%

* has strongly defended i:he

President, insisting N:lxon‘
had no knowledge of the
Watergate break-in or cov-

_ er-up.

Raised Money .
Hunt and Liddy reportedly

_ directed the break-in of the

office of Dr. Lewis Fielding
in Los Angeles the weekend
34, 1971. The
break-in stemmed from a
White House assignment to
mvestlgate leaking of ‘the
Pentagon papers.

- Disclosure of the break-m
led to dismissal of charges
against Ellsherg in a Los
Angeles federal court earlier

- this year.

“In a subsequent mterwew,
Colson said former presi-

i ' dential aide John D. Erlich-
Asked why, in Iight of thelr -

. previeus experience, it
In an interview, Colson

acknowledged he telephq,ned '

man told him about the
break-in two weeks after-it
occurred.

While he again denied that
he had any prior knowledge

* of the break-in, he did con-

firm that at the request. of
John D. Ehrlichman he had
obtained $5000 from outside
sources to finance the Hunt-
Liddy investigation of Ells-
berg.

He declined to name the
source of the money except
to say it was not from the
Nixon re-election commit-

. tee; then m its formatlve
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