SFExa

Martha Says

JUN 2 2 1973

John ‘Would

Go to Jail for Nixow’

WASHINGTON — (UPI)
— Martha Mitchell said to-
day her husband John would
*‘go to jail for Richard Nix-
on.”

“He’s protecting the presi-
dent of the United States,”
she declared in an early
morning telephone conversa-
tion.”

Mrs. Mitchell said she had
a number of reasons to ex-
press those views but she
declined to be specific.

“I don’t know why, but
maybe it’s because he had
so much faith in Nixon, even
after all this,” she said.

Travel Luggage

Mrs. Mitchell declined to
say from where she was
calling. Yesterday she was
seen leaving her New York
City apartment house with
travel luggage. Mitchell ap-
parently stayed behind.

As to how her husband is
bearing up after being impli-
cated in the Watergate scan-
dal. Mrs. Mitchell said: -

“He’s a hurt person. My

»

hushand ‘had more integrity
on Wall Street that anyone
else. He feels everybody’s
got their tail between their
legs and is running now.”
She said her hushand had
lost a  “helluva lot of
weight” in the past few
months, and had been pre-
paring for his defense.

She once again said she
would be ‘‘perfectly willing”
to testify before the Water-
gate investigating commit-
tee, but added “They don’t

want me.’

Mrs. Mitchell said' that
“anyone who says my hus-
band was fired” from the
Committee to Re-elect the
President is wrong. “He quit
because of me,”’ she said.

Ultimatum

She recalled that when her
husband went to the Westch-
ester Country Club in Rye,
N.Y., to bring her back to
Washington last June after
she had given him an ulti-
matum to quit politics. they
sat down together and drew

up a list of six names of of
possible candidates to re-
place him as Nixon’s cam-
paign manager. She said
Nixon telephoned “‘and tried
to make me feel better.”

“My husband talked fo the
president by telephone every
night when he was in Wash- -
ington — when he was attor-
ney general and when he
was at the commmee,” she
said.

‘Nasty’

She also disclosed that
Mitchell “still takes up” for
HR. Haldeman, the dis-
missed White House chief of
staff. John D. Ehrlichman,
Nixon’s former domestic ad-
viser, she said, “was so nas-
ty to John it was unbelieva-
ble.” :

Because of Ehrlichman,
Mrs. Mitchell said, her hus-
band wanted to quit as head
of the Justice Department
two years after he was in
office.

“1 persuaded him to s’ray
on because Ithought he was
doing a good job,” she said.



