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Fired White House
counsel John W. Dean III
has reported to Senate in-
vestlgatoxs that he was
told President |Nixon was
consulted in |ladvance
about an offer of executive
clemency to 4
Watergate con spiratlor'.

Dean also said he has doc-
uments that show Mr. Nixon
requested that Internal Rev-
enue’ Service tax audits “be
turned off on friends’ of the
President, according to a
summary of Dean’s inter-
view with Senate Watergate
committee staffjmembers.

Excerpts of the summary
weré obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press. The interview
was conducted behind closed
doors. on Saturday.

The summary said:

“Nixon. said ?h
ocrats had always had effec-
tive use of IRS audits. but
they had failed. Dean has

In on Clemency

convicted

attie Dem-

documents where PreSIdent
Nixon requested that tax au-

dits be turned off on friends

of his. Haldeman was taking
notes at this meeting.”

It did not spell out what
Dean meant by ettectlve use
of IRS audits.

Dean also told t‘he”’co‘m-
mittee staff members:that
he was told by the President
that Mr. Nixon “hoped Dean
was keeping a list of press
who were giving them trou-
ble and they would take care
of them after the election,”
the summary said.

‘The reported clemengy of-
fer involved E. Howard
Hunt, convicted in January
at the Watergate trial. .

The summary quoted
Dean as indicating that

~ former special presidential
..;aide Charles W. Colson was
dnvolved in the Watergate

coverup and conveyed a
message from, Hunt’s lawyer

; that the White House “would
have to do somethmg for

Hunt.”

‘Former domestic a‘ffairsi

adviser John D. Ehrlichman
said he had ‘‘checked ‘with
the President and that Col-
son should tell (William)
Bittman that there would be °
clemency.” the summary
said. Bittman is Hunt’s at- .
torney.

STORY
Dean told the investiga-

tors he heard that story

from Colson and later dis-
cussed it with the President.

The summary onDean's -
closed door statements quot-
ed him as saying he has a
tape ol a conversation bhe-
tween Hunt and ,Colson in
which Hunt asked for mon-
ey. The summary said
Dean received a message
from, Hunt in which the con-
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victed conspirator said” he
wanted $72,000 for living ex-
penses and $50,000 for legal
fees “‘or Hunt would have
things to say about the sea-
my things Hunt did for Ehr-

. lichman while Hunt was at

the White House.”

The summary said Dean
relayed the message to Ehr-
lichman who told him to call
former Attorney General
John N. Mitchell.

“On March 21 or 22,” the
summary said, “Ehrlich-
man asked Mitchell if
Hunt’s problem had been
taken care of and Mitchell
said, “yes,” Hunt’s request
for money came to the at-
tention of the President, the
summary said.

EXCERPTS

Following are excerpts
from the summary:

“On March 20, Dean
talked to the President and
asked to see the President '
the next day. Dean was
go_ing to tell the President
all he knew.

£“On March 22 there was a
meeting with former presi-
dential chief of staff H. R.
Haldeman and Ehrlichman,
There was an effort to get
Mitchell to take the heat for

pre-situation. and aveid
grand jury and others from
| getting  to  the post-

situation.”

This language presumably
referred to the period before
and after the June 17, 1972
break-in at Democratic na-
tional headquarters.

Dean is scheduled to testi-
fy next week before the Sen-
ate committee. | '
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