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Watergate Hearing Delayed for Week
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The Senate select Water-
gate committee voted yes-
terday to postpone its hear-
ings this week while Presi-
denf Nixon conducts a sum-
mit:conference with Soviet
leader Leonid I. Brezhnev.

The committee voted 6-1 yes-
terday to wait until next week
to hear public testimony from
former White House counsel
John' W. Dean III, who is ex-
pected to testify that President
Nixon knew about the Water-
gate »cover-up, The committee
agree to postpone the hearings
at the request of Senate Major-
ity Leader Mike Mansfield (D-
Mont.) and Minority Leader
JHugh Scott (R-Pa.).

‘In‘a letter to Sam J. Ervm
Jr. (D-N.C.), committee chan
|mamn; Mansfleld and Scott said,
“It is our considered Judc'ment
that'a delay of one week would
not . jeopardize the hearings,
Iand ‘that one week might give
'Pregident Nixon and Mr. Brezh-
nev.’ “the opportunity to recon-
cile differences, arrive at mu-
tuall affle'ements and, in the
‘field.of foreign pohcy, be able
to aehieve results which would
be" beneficial not only to our
two countries but, hopefully, to
all mankind.”

Ervin, who said he“ﬁ“tvas
agreeing with the requsst of
Mansfield and Scott “with
some degree of reluctance,”
told a press conference, “I can
see why the President’s atten-
tion might be distracted by
the Watergate investigation
when he’s trying to negotiate
arms limitation agreements.”

Ervin told a reporter later
thf, he had received ecalls
from “several senators” asking
him to postpone the hearings.
“I “debated myself without
reaching any conclusion,” Er-
vingsaid, adding that the letter
from: Mansﬁeld and- Scott. tip-
ped the balance. “I'm doing it
‘simply because I wouldn’t
;want to assume responsibility
for.. jeopardizing the summit
‘talks ?” Ervin said.
| Other senators were qu1ck
to “applaud the action. The
lone;dissenter on the commit-
tee was Sen. Lowell P. Wicker
Jr. (R-Conn.), who said after
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strongly that whereas _the:
Brezhnev visit is very impor-
tant this' exercise’'in“democ-

%ee HEARING, A6,Col. 1’
|

HEARING, From A

rarJy is important also "f‘don’t
see why{ the two can’t go along
forward together.”

\;Neicker said, and a source

close to the committee con-
flrmed that a prime consider-
ation of the committee was
the appearance that the hear-
ings would give. the American
pu[bllc of trying to “em-
barrass” Mr. Nixon while
General -Secretary Brezhnevis
here The question of hearings
belng held while Brezhnev
was here first came up several
weeks ago in committee dis-
cussmns according to one
member ‘but no decision was
made. .
Mansﬁeld told the Serate
yesterday that he had person-
ally initiated the request to
the committee to postpone
ltSw hearings until Brezhnev
1eaves “I am personally re-
spo{nsible for asking the Re-
publican leader to come to my

.office to discuss” the post-

ponement; Mansfield said.

“I just want the record to
show that I was the one re-
spojnsible for initiating this re-
quest and that before doing
so, I had no contact whatso-
ever with anyone, anywhere,
within this city or w1thout »
Mansfield said.

A spokesman for Scott sa1d
that Mansfield phoned Scott
at 2:15 p.m. yesterday with a
request that he meet Mans-
field “Immediately” on a mat-
ter of the highest importance.
Scott then broke off a meeting
he was having with two visi-
tors, the spokesman said, and
made the two-minute walk to
Mansfield’s office.

Mansfield then proposed to
Scott that they ask Ervin to de-

lay the hearings until the sum-
mit| talks are over. Scott
agreed.

Sen. Howard H. Baker (R-
Tenn.), the ranking minority
member of the  committee,
said after the comimittee \ote
that the postponement “should
not imply and is not meant to
imply that the Dean testimony
medns much or little.” Baker
said that committee’s action
means simply that “the better
part of discretion is not to
takeI a chance.”

Several published accounts

indicate, however, that Dean’s
t

testlxpony——lf believed-—could
he ’%damaglng to President
N1xon In an interview pub-
lished yesterday in The Wash-
ington Evening Star-News,
Dean said, “I think they will
helieve me because I've got
the facts—and the documents,
papers the President sent to
me and papers I sent the Pres-
ident.”

“I don’t look forward to do-
ing it,” Dean said. “It’s a hard

thing to point a finger at the !
President and wash all that |

dirty linen in public. But I
talked to some older, wiser
men in the Repubican Party,
some of them good friends of
the President, and they ad-
vised me to tell everything I
know.”

The Washmgton Post re-
ported yesterday that Mr.
Nixon is expected to defend
himself against increasing
allegatlons of his 1nvolvemem
in the Watergate cover- -up by

tsaying that he was misled by

his former principal deputies,
H. R. Haldeman and John D.
Ehrlichman, accordng to
White House and other gov-
ernment sources.

Sen. Henry M. Jackson (D-
Wash.), one of the senators
who favored the postpone-
ment of the hearings, said yes-
terday, “I support the commit-
tee 100 per cent. How can the
President be responsing to
Dean’ and Negotiate  with
Brezhnev at the same time?
It’s that simple.” Jackson said
that it is a “fair assumption
that with Dean testifying, the
President would have to re-
spond.”

Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey
(D-Minn.) said the committee’s
action was “desirable.” Sen.
Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.)
called the action “statesman-
like and responsible.”

Sen. Ernest F. Hollings (D-
S.C.) said, “The proper con-
cern this week is that our
President appear in the best
light. Whatever any witness
has to say about Watergate
can wait another week. We
have one President to repre-
sent us in these tglks and it is
important that he speak for
all of us. And we must make
sure that he speaks from a

posi'ﬁon of strength. He can’t

vocation of either

do this while testimony ad-
verse-to him is blaring over
the nation’s television ‘screens
‘all week.”

As a member of the commit-
tee staff said,“We were ap-
pealed to by the majority and
minority leaders that it-was in

the national interest to post-
pone the hearings. We felt

|that we have a mandate to go

ahead. It became a question of
balancing interests. Of course,
we’re very let down.”

. High White House officials
were known to have been
deeply concerned over the
hearings heing held dfurin(T
Brezhnev’s visit.

These officials did not try to
hide their unhappiness over’s
Dean’s testifying  publicly
against Mr. Nixon while he
was conferring with the Soviet
party leader.

The officials insisted they
had made no representation to
the Senate committee to post-
pone the hearings. But they
did not hesitate to speak pri-
vately of their dissatisfaction
over having sensational
charges against - Mr. WNixon
aired while he was negotiating
with Brezhnev.

Ervin announced yesterday
that White House counsel Leo-
nard Garment had informed
the committee that the White
House would not raise the is-
sue of attorney-client privilege
or executive privilege concern- !
ing Dean’s testimony. The in-|
privilege
could have been an obstacle to
Dean’s full testimony.

Chief committee counsel
Samuel Dash said he received
a call yesterday from Garment
and was told that M
Nixon was waiving the privi-
leges. Dash said that Dean, in
his first interview with the
full committee staff wunder
oath on Saturday, had asked
that certain questions be with-
held until the issue of privi-
lege was resolved. :

In addition, Dash said that
Garment had told him that
matters of national securlty
regarding nine documents that
Dean had turned over to the
committee, were to be decided
by the committee. Dash said
that Garment had told him
that White House counsel
would not be present while

the committee questions Dean

- because Fresident Nixpn ‘did

not want td interpose obsta-
cles by the White House in the
committee hearings.” 4




