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Watergate Hearing Delayed for Week

prosecution motion that would|
not -be - filed until morning,

For N ixon
Is Studied |

By George Lardner J r.

and Timothy S. Robinson
Washington Post Staff Writers'

Special prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox said yesterday that
the is studying whether :Pres-
ident Nixon can be “sub-
poenaed to testify before the
Watergate grand jury here.

“I say there is a possibility
of that,” Cox said under ‘ques-
tioning at a news conference.
“Whether it would be the best
way to pursue the investiga-
tion and whether we would

have any legal grounds are
both open questions”

He sdid his Watergaté  spe-
cial prosecution force is’ also
trying to determine whether
it would be constitutional to
indict a President before im-
peachment ‘proceedings.’

Cox "emphasized, however,
that it would be dangerous to
jump to any conclusions- sim-!
ply because the issues are be-
ing studied. !

“There are a whole host of
legal questions that we need’
to know about, regardless of
whether . the facts surely
would justify action in those
directions,” he said.

At the conclusion ef his
news conference, Cox and spe-
cial assistant James F. Neal,
who has:been assigned to the
Watergate prosecution here,
met privately with presiding
| U.S. District. Court Judge
John J. Sirica in an unan-
nounced:conference in Sirica’s
chambers.

Judge. Sirica heard them out
for about 15 minutes and
scheduled a rush hearing for
9:30 a.m. today without fur-
ther explanation.’

The meeting with Judge Sir-
ica, it was, learned; was ar-!
ranged at Cox’s request before
the week-long postponement:
in the Senate’s Watergate
hearings.:

Ousted White House counsel |
John ‘W. Dean III had been
scheduled to start testifying
today under a grant of immu-
nity from any prosecution
;-based on his congressional tes-
‘timony. )

The meeting with Judge Si-
‘rica‘and the quickly scheduled
.court hearing, which . court

€
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suggested an urgency clearly
tied to the expectation that the
Benate hearings would resume
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at* 10 am. with Dean at the

witness table

0.

diately after meeting with
Judge Sirica and was unavaila-
ble for comment. Neal joined
l;bcal Watergate prosecutors
Earl Silbert, Seymour Glanzer
and Donald Campbell in a ses.
sgon with the Watergate grand
jury.
. They refused to comment on
the forthcoming hearing he-
fci)re Judge Sirica, but Neal
apd the others were visibily
sy’zrprised_ when a reporter told
t}?'em, on leaving the 'grand
jgry room around 5:30 p.m.,
that the Senate hearings have
been postponed.
“You're kidding,” Neal ex-
claimed. “Brezhnev was able
to do thatﬁwe couldn’t said
another. 7272
The Senate Watergate Com-
ttee changed its schedule to
avoid embarrassing Mr. Nixon
during Soviet Communist
Party chief Leonid I. Brezh-
nev’s visit here.
Cox, citing fears of prejudi-
cial publicity and other haz-
ards to a successful prosecu-
tion, had been unsuccessful
two weeks ago both in asking
the committee to put off the
hearings and then in asking
Ju‘?ge Sirica to require re-
stricted news coverage during
the testimony of Dean and of
fo mer Nixon campaign dep-
utsf Jeb Stuart Magruder. Ma-
gruder appeared before the
committee last week.
Government prosecutors
haye refused to grant either
man immunity from prosecu-
tid-ﬁ on charges that are based
on | evidence independent of
thélr congressional testimony.
|

But the prosecutors have ex-
pressed fears that any: indict-
ment might be difﬁcult to sus-

after the two men appear on
Capitol Hill. -

The problem with Magruder
is deemed less acute than that
with Dean. Magruder had al-
ready testified before the
grand jury and was reliably
reported to have agreed—Dhe-
fore the Senate called on him
—to plead guilty to a single
count of conspiracy to ob.
struct justice. But Dean re-
fused a similar offer and, in a
short session with the grand
jury last week, refused to tes-
tify, invoking  hig Fifth
Amendment privilege against
self-incrimination.

At his news conference, Cox
also announced a series of top
appointments and . disclosed
that the White House had just
responded to his requests for
access to presidential logs, dia-
ries and other papers.

He said that a Packet'with a
letter from White House spe-
cial counsel J. Fred Buzhardt
turned up at the Watergate
Special prosecution force’s of-
fices at 1425 K st. nw. as he
was going to the news confer-
ence. He said he had no
chance to see whether-it con-
tained all the documents he
sought.

Cox emphasized, however,
that he  would disclose
whether the White House
withheld any “material that
Ive been led to believe we
would get.”

Sources close to the special
prosecutor said later that the
White House packet was a
“substantive  response” to
Cox’s requests.

Among the documents he re-

| sources said would cleal_ with_vg;

ceived were logs of the dates
of Mr. Nixon’s conversations
with Dean in the past few

Cox left for his office imme- | 210 if it were handed down|months. The Washington Post

has reported that Dean has
told investigators that he dis-
cussed aspects of the Water-f
gate cover-up with Mr. Nixon
or in the President’s presence

at least 35 times between Jan-
uary and April of this year.
The top appointments Cox
announced included Henry S.
Rutk Jr., 42, of New York as
deputy special prosecutor, the
first of two such deputies;
Philip A. Lacovara, 29, as legal
counsel to the Watergate spe-
cial prosecution force, and
James S. Doyle, 38, as special
assistant in charge of public’
affairs. ' .
Ruth, a Justice Department
veteran and onetime prosecu-
tor in its organized crime sec-
tion, has been director of New
York Mayor John Lindsay’s
Criminal Justice Coordinating
Council . for the past three

|years. Lacovara, formerly spe-
cial counsel for New York
City Police Commissioner YPat-
Irick Murphy, has been deputy.
solicitor general in the Justicéf
Department. Doyle has been a:
national reporter for thg»
Washington Star-News since
1969; he had been chief of the

Boston Globe’s Washington
bureau for four years before
that. o

Cox said that Neal, initially
a temporary appointee, has
now agreed to stay on indefi-
nitely to work “on the Water-
gate’ case itself—the break-in
and the cover-up.”

In response to other gues-.
tions, Cox said he has not de-
| cided whether he will investi-
gate federal funding of im-
provements to President Nix-
on’s’ San Clemente, Calif,,
home, or the more than $200,”
1000 in tax write-offs that Mr.
JNixon built up in 1969 with a
;gift to ‘the government of his
‘pre-presidential papers.




