"

NYTimes

N X © AF

JUS 19 W3
g

3

gV Times. : N 19 1973
Millionaires in Coast Club
Ardent as Ever for Nixon

By EVERETT R. HOLLES

Special to The New York Times

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif.,
June 18 — The Watergate
scandal has produced very
few misgivings among the
yacht-racing race-horse-own-
Ing millionaires of Orange
County’s Lincoln Club, who
like to boast that without
their help Richard M. Nixon
could never have become
President.

Whatever the opinion polls
may say about the President’s
loss. of popularity in the
wake of the Watergate dis-
closures, the Lincoln Club’s
affection for him remains as
ardent as ever. :

“He’s one of the greatest
men of the century and no
evidence whatever has been
produced to blemish that
fact,” said Robert F. Beaver,
who heads a large construc-
tion company in this seaside
community of wealthy Re-
publican conservatism.

Mr. Beaver is the Lincoln
Club’s treasurer, to whom
126- men chosen for their
social acceptability as well as
their financial affluence pay
$500 a year for the distinc-
tion of being numbered
among Southern California’s
Republican élite.

Members of the Lincoln
Club have contributed mil-
Yons of dollars to promote
Mr. Nixon’s political fortunes,
some as far back as 1946,
when he first ran for Con-
gress from this area. But
their large donations are al-
ways .independent of the
club’s treasury, whose audits

regularly show only relatively

modest expenditures in behalf
of state and local candidates.

Senate Hearings Assailed

Interviews with a dozen of-
ficers and members of the
Lincoln Club produced strong
criticism and a sprinkling of
colorful epithets for the cur-
rent Senate committee hear-
ings on Watergate.

One termed the hearings
an effort to “make a moun-
tain out of a tiny molehill,”
another was reminded of “an
old Keystone cop comedy”
and a multi-millionaire per-
sonal friend of the President
called them “childish and
absurd, a bunch of kids mak-
ing mud pies.”

Many of the club members
appeared to find nothing
shocking, or even ethically

_questionable, in the disclo-

- sures of political espionage,

bugging and burglary and ef-
forts to disguise those activi-
ties with an overlay of cam-

' paign cash. )
" A member of the club’s own

-beoard of directors, Herhert

. W. Kalmbach, formerly Mr.

Nixon's personal attorney,
has admitted handling large

- ‘amounts of-thc tovert funds

to obtain _lawyers and other-
wise provide for the Water-

gate burglars and finance
other espionage activities.
Mr. Kalmbach’s acknowl- |
edged role in the Watergate |
cover-up seemed to be a mat-
ter' of scant worry to his
Lincoln Club colleagues.
They either subscribed to
the statement of the club
secretary, Paul A. Palmer,
that the Newport Beach law-
yer was “a man of the high-
est integrity and ideals ‘in
whom we have complete
faith,” or they sought to mini-
mize his association with the
club. B
Dr. Arnold O. Beckman, one
of the club’s founders in
1959, said that Mr. Kalim-
bach’s role in the Lincoln
Club “has been greatly exag-
gerated—he has never been
particularly active and we
haven't seen much of him
lately.”
Espionage Called Routine

In discussing political espion-

age, most of the club mem-
bers tok an attitude that one
referred to as hard-headed
pragmatism—that the Repub-
lican nationai campaign staff
was only doing what came
naturally. i

-Similar  practices, they
said, had been going in for
years in both parties.. They
described these activities as
an accepted, built-in pdrt of
the American political sys-
tem and said it was there-
fore ridiculous for the public
to become angered. ;

“Anyone would have tg be
extremely naive to think that
this sort of thing hasn’t been
going on for a long time,”
said Dr. Beckman, 73-year-old
founder of Beckman Instru-
ments, Inc., of Fullerton.

“Political espionage is as
American as apple pie,” said
Mr. Beaver. “And I have to
see where the American peo-
ple have been hurt in any-
way.”

Several of those interviewed
stressed and seemed to re-
gard as a mitigating circum-
stance, that none of those
linked to the Watergate af-
fair had been shown to have
profited personally from the
covert use of campaign cash.

The club’s new president,
John S. Fluor, an industrialist,
seemed somewhat more con-
cerned about the affects of
Watergate than many of his
colleagues. He referred to the
case as a “disgrace” that
was hurting the nation and
expressed the hope that “this
thing will soon get finished,
straightened up.”

Most club members who
discussed the Watergate af-
fair seemed more concerned
about the amount of money
collected by the Finance
Committee to Re-elect the
President than they were :in
how the money was spent.
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