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Attorney General Louis J.
Lefkowitz reportedly has de-
cided to turn over to local
prosecutors his investigation of
‘la suspected Republican scheme
to siphon off Democratic votes
for Assembly candidates.
Sources familiar with the in-
vestigation said Mr. Lefkowitz
was likely to announce the
step within the next 24 hours
when he reports on his inquiry
into the 1972 Assembly cam-
palgn which has been focusing
lin part on the office of Assem-
bly Speaker Perry B. Duryea,
Republican of Montauk, L.I.
The Nassau County Repub-
lican Committee, meantime,
acknowledged providing to the
Liberal party the postage mail-
ing labels used to send out
some of the anti-Democrat cam-
paign literature under investi-
gation by Mr. Lefkowitz.
‘Both Republican and Liberal
officials in Nassau disclaimed
any knowledge of how the la-
bels apparently came to be
.jused by Harold J. Relkin, a
- former Queens Liberal who
s|sent out the literature and who
holds a patronage job on the
Assembly Republican staff.
The basic question in the in-
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sembly campaign funds we1e|
1mpr<i)perly channeled to help)
the Liberal party in Lertaml
marginal districts last year tol
cut éhe Democratic vote and|
ppreserve the Republican ma-
]omty in the Assembly.

,Queens printer who has\
talked to state investigators
said in an interview on Satur-
day that he had printed “Li-
beral” literature and was paid
with | ga check from the Republi-
can campaign fund.

The literature, printed over
Mr. Relkin’s signature in thé
name of the Action Committee
for the Liberal Party, hasbeen’
denounced by Liberal party of-
f1c1als as unauthorized, Mr. Rel-
kin insists it was legitimate.

Duryea in Charge

Mn Duryea, who nominally,

1972| Republican  Assembly
campaign and Assembly patron-
age JObS has said he did not
know how Mr. Relkin was hired
by the Assembly.

A Espokesman for Mr. Duryea|
bly |Republicans’

atte,| delivered copies of the

\e| quiry is whether Republican As-

Conliinued on Page 22, Column 1

Continued: From Page 1, Col. 5|

suspect literature to the Queens
printer. The spokesman said
one of Mr. Threatte’s duties
was to deal with various print-
ers in the state, but not for
placing orders for Liberal bro-
chures.

Mr. Threatte was not avail-
able - for ,comment. His office
said he was on vacation, al-
though Mr; Duryea’s office said
he had begn:at: hisiofficetin theij
Capitol in Albany ‘earlier in the
day.

Mr. Duryea met yesterday in

Albany with the - Republican
majority leader, Assemblyman
John E. ngston of Westbury,

L. L, who was the chairman of |say (that the Assembly Demo-

the Republican Assembly cam-
paign last year. Earlier, Mr.
Kingston ;said in an interview
that he had had very little to

do with the campaign commit-|t that he is anxious to see the
knew (inquiry concluded speedily and

nothing about the Attorney that he is confident that the

tee’s activities and

General’s inquiry.
Neither man was available
for comment after the meeting.

While some Republicans con-
tend privately that the inquiry|1E
involves little more than pos-

1sxbly minor infractions of the
state’s campaign filing laws,
the Democrats see it as an
issué for next year’'s governor-
ship and legislative elections.
The state Democratic chair-
man, Joseph F. Crangle, again
urged election law reform, see-
ing hints of a Watergate-style
scandal for New York Re-
publicans and questioning Mr.
Lefkowitz’s dedication in look-
ing |into possible wrongdomg
in his own party. 7 i
Privately, some assomates of
Mr. Duryea grumbled that the
Attorney General’s office per-
mitted the inquiry to become
exaggerated in the press, to the
detriment of Republicans. They

crats never filed 1972 campaign
statements, as required by
law.

Mr. Duryea himself has said

Attorney General will conduct
a fair inquiry.

Investigators in the Lefko-
witz office insist they are deal-
ing fairly with the inquiry and
will| attend to any suspected

violations, including the Demo-;

at least, was in charge of the|

cratic omissiotis) #hich Demo-
crats attributed to a party of-
ficial’s illness. .
The fourth verified instance
of a campaign mailing sent out
by Mr. Relkin was disclosed
yesterday by Vincent F. Nico-
losi, a freshman Democratic
Assemblyman from Queens who

said his 1972 campaign..had
apparently been “ripe” for the
mailing.

The letter, signed by Mr. Rel- |
kin—as Were the other versions
reportedly investigated in 11
Assembly races—urged voters
to support Mr. Nicolosi’s Lib-
eral party opponent, Kenneth
A, Newman.

Mr. Nicolosi said that his dis-
trict, the 25th A.D. in north-
eastern Queens, had been the
scene of pre-election battles
between his forces, which he
said were conservatively ori-
ented, and those of reform
Democrats and Liberals in his
area. “I guess I was ripe for
an effort,” he said.

In the election, Mr. Nicolosi
received 23,973 votes; his Re-
publican - Conservative oppo-
nent, “W. G. Meier, received
22, 705 and Mr. Newman; the
leeral received 3,305.

denied a report that the Assem-|
director of|
communication, James C. Thre-\



