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The ranking Repubhcan
on the Senate Watergate
committee said yesterday
that he was contacted by a
White House aide earlier
this year who asked to have
“some say” in piclﬁng the
committee’s counsel.|

Sen. Howard H. B]aker Jr.
1mmed1-
ately rejected the overture
by Wally Johnson, who rep-
resented himself as the
“contact point” at the White
House for any coordmatlon
between it and the Senate
Watergate unit. ‘

Baker told of the tele-
phone call in response to
questwmng on ABC Televi-
sion’s “Issues and Answers”
concerning the relationship
between the White House
and the Senate committee.
He said that was the only
contact the unit has had
with the White House since
its probe began, other than
asking for an organizational
chart,

Baker said he had dis-
cussed the Watergate inves-
tigation only once with the
President, and that iconver-
sation occurred before the
investigation began. |

“I spoke to him briefly
and urged him not tq invoke
the doctrine of executive

privilege, but rather to send

the White House staff |
freely, voluntarily  and
quickly” to testify | before

the committee, Baker said.
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L]’:faker and several other
Senators flew with the Presi-
dent aboard Air Force One to
Illinois on Friday, but Baker
sald he did not speak to the
Président during that flight.

While Baker said he
faund “no substantial senti-
ment” for impeachment of
the President now, he

thought  that sentiment
would grow as the hearings
c?ntmue

.i‘There may be more (calls
for impeachment), but I
don t believe at this moment
that it is likely to reach sub-
stantial proportions,” he
said.

Baker said he had not yet
bee@« briefed by the Senate
ittee staff on its five-
interview with former
iite House Counsel John
Dean, III. He  predicted,
however, that Dean “will

tell a rather complete sto-
ry,” that won't be hampered
by claims of executive privi-
lege or an attorney-client
relationship between :Dean
and the President.

The committee is sched-
uled to meet today in execu-
tive session to hear Dean’s
testimony and decide if it is
protected by an attorney-
client privilege before Dean
begins giving public testi-
mony on Tuesday. }

Baker said yesterday that
he did not think “the usual
and traditional and historic
role of attorney-client would
obtain” in Dean’s case.

Dean has told investiga-
tors that he met up to 40
times with the President
this year, and Baker said
yesterday the committee
will “carefully examine and
explore very full” those
meetings.

Baker also said yesterday

he dlsagreed with Vlce Pres-
1dent Agnew Ghd 3 spec1al
Watergate Prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox, both of whom
have claimed that the com-
mittee’s televised hearings
may damage the possibility
of criminal prosecutions.’

_“I am convinced that we
can only conduct these hear-
ings in a way that will not
prejudice the right of a fair
trial of any potential de-
feridant, nor will it preju-
dice the right to a fair trial
for the government for the
prosecution,” Baker com-
mented.

In other Watergaterela-
ted-developments yesterday:

®Sen. Henry M. Jackson
(D-Wash.) expressed fears
that Dean’s potentially ex-
plosive testimony would fur-
ther undermine Nixon’s bar-
gaining position in this
week’s summit talks with

Sowet leader. . Leomd L

“Brezhnev.

“This is not the best envg
ronment to negotiate in. a
summit meeting . I am
sure that most thoughtful
Americans must realizé
that, with .television going
full blast this coming week
with Mr. Dean, with all that
he is going to say,” Jackson
said on CBS television’s
“Face the Nation.”

e Sen. Charles H. Percy
(R-I11.) said President Nixon
deserves credit for going
ahead with his meetings
with Brezhnev despite the
Watergate scandal.

“The promise of increased
Soviet-American coopera-
tion in reducing world ten-
sions is too great to be post-
poned. The President has
made the right decision' in
proceeding with the summit
talks,” Percy said in a state-
ment. ‘




