SEChronicle: yuv 1 ¢ 73
Nixon-Dean

Logs Still in
White House
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Washington

Special Wafergate pros-
-ecutor Archibald Cox is
on the vergeiof putting
new pressure on the White
House to turn over docu-
ments on President Nix-
on’s meetings with former
White House counsel John
W. Dean IIT and on ather
matters, it was learned
yesterday. -

Detailed requests for the
documents were first
presented by Cox June 6 at a
meeting attended by assist-
ant special proseéutor
James Vorenberg and White
House lawyers Leonard Gar-
ment and Fred J. Buzhardt.

The requests were formai-
ized, as had heen agreed
upon, in a letter by Cox on
June 11, but Vorenberg'said
there has been no response.

Vorenberg, who disctissed
the White House delay in
turning over the documents
during a news conference
yesterday, side-stepped
questions about seeking a
subpoena, but said, ‘“We are
absolutely determined to get
the information we need to
pursue Mr. Cox’s responsi-
bilities.”

“They’re trying to lean
over backwards, to be rea-
sonable,” a source close to
the ‘prosecutor’s staff said,
“but if the stuff doesn’t
come pretty soon, there’s
going to be some heat put
on.” ;

A White House spokes-
man, asked about the delay,
said, “The special proseéy-
tor will Teceive a resporse
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asisodn as ¢butisel for the
President have.an opportun-
ity to act onthem,” suggest-
ing that only the press of
other work had slowed re-
sponse to the request.

The documents recording
times -and places of meet- .
ings and telephone @onversa-
tions between Mr. Nixon and

Dean — though mot the
substance.of what was said
— ha een tangled'in eon-
troversy since early Ju’n_e.

And the growing impati-

ence of Cox’s staff tgo see
them appears to underline
the importance of Dean’s
coming testimony before the
Senate Select Committee,
expected Tuesday. ¢
The logs are considered
important because they will
document fhe extent of con-
versations between Mr. Nix-
on and Dean during a period
in which the former counsel
says. he frequently discussed
the Watergate coverup with

- the President.

STATEMENTS ~

On June 4, White House
assistant press secretary
Gerald Warren acknow-
ledged that Dean and Mr.
Nixon had talked repeatedly
during the period but denied
the President had /] i
volved in a coverup and said
the dogs would not he re-
leased. on constitutional
roungs. g

The next day, after sharp
protests from Watergate in-
vestigators, Warren partial-
ly back-tracked. He said the

logh were presidentigl pap- -

ers -and not subject to sub-
poena, but left open the pos-
sibility that they would be
made available voluntarily.
‘Vorenberg was asked at
His' news conference whether
he was concerned about the
physical safety of the docu-
ments at the White House.
“We have received assur-
ances with respect to safe-
guarding those documents,”
he said. e
INQUIRY
" Discussing other aspects
of the special prosecutor’s
activities, Vorenberg said
the ' gradually increasing
staff “has begun® exploring
“major -néw lines of inqui-
ry.” He would not give de-

tails. S et

Task “forces had already
been. put to work on the ac-
tivities -of accused political
saboteur Donald Segretti,
on the White House ‘plum-
bers,” the ITT case, finan-
cial -contributions to the Nix-
on; campaign, the Ellsberg
break-in, and the Vesco
casg;:-he said, as well as the
federal’grand jury investiga-
tion; "3

“We are going to start
with the assumption that, in
the beginning at least, we
will look into everything,”
Vorenberg said. :

“We strongly urge people

-in the country who have in-

formation they think. may
bear on- the Watergate® or
other related matters. to:
come forward,”” he said..



