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S tans Takes the

Stand:

.. . In the Public Interest’

By Sanford J. Ungar

Washington Post Staff Writer

As he gripped the wit-
ness’s microphone with well-
manicured  hands, just
enough mneat white cuff
emerged to expose cufflinks
with the seal of the Presi-
- «dent of the United States.

His tie clip was another
exclusive—a simple gold bar
with the signature of Rich-
ard M. Nixon.

The Senate
Committee made its first
publie foray into the Presi-
dent’s inner circle yester-
day, when it called Maurlce
H. Stans.

He fit the part well: a .

handsome tan, nicely clip-
ped gray hair, a hand-sewn
blue pin-stripe suit with
polka-dot silk lining, and as
a souvenir of his well-known
African safaris, a large ring
with a gold leopard and star
sapphire. A little thin, per-
haps, but looking - younger
than his 65 years.

The committee, which has
been somewhat rougher
with other witnesses,
seemed to accord Stans the
deference that he might
lave expected, at least for
the time being.

There had been a great
deal of advance fuss about
Stan’s testimony—whether
it would be fair to quiz on
national television a man
whose New York trial on
perjury, conspiracy and ob-
struction of justice is pend-
ing in the fall.

His lawyer, a burly man
named Robert W. Barker,
warned that Stans might
have to “degrade and em-
barrass” himself by invok-
ing the Fifth Amendment
right against self-incrimina-
tion.

became necessary, for ’ehe
senators and their staff in-

Watergate

But that indignity never

dulged him in an essentially
bureaucratic exercise.

The basic message of his
appearance before the com-
mittee—“another service in
the public interest,” Stans
called it—was that the in-
vestigating committee must
keep in mind “four funda-
‘'mental distinctions.”

Those distinctions were
between the President’s
campaign committee and
the  finance committee
(which Stans headed), the
old election financing law
and the new one, the func-
tions of the finance commit-
tee chairman and its treas-
urer, and the finance com-
mittee’s activities before
and after February 15, 1972,
when Stans officially came
aboard, having resigned as
Secretary of Commerce.

What it all boiled down to,
in well-modulated unemo-
tional tones, was that Stans
had his hands full with “the
responsibility of raising the
largest amount ever spent in
a political campaign.”

“I was after
utions,” he said.

“] pressed continuously
for reductions in overall
spending, but the actual
trend was constantly up-
ward,” he added after ac-
knowledging that he has al-
ways been “a fiscal conserv-
ative.”

Only because of ‘“the- ef-
fective organization we had
built up across the county,”
Stans said, was the finance
committee able to pay the
bills run up by its profligate
campaign colleagues. ..

Although claiming to be
“a stickler for detail,” Stans
said he developed little de-
tailed knowledge of what
the people at the campaign

contnb—

committee were actually do- .

ing to re-elect the President.
And he was certainly una-
ware of the after-hours ac-
tivities of the general coun-
sel, G.iGordon Liddy—Iater
convicted as a Watergate
conspirator.

In faet, Stans told the sena-
tors, Liddy did an “effectivee

job” as counsel, advising, for

example, that those who gave
money before the strict cam-
paign finance law went into
effect April 7,1972, were enti-
tled to “a right of confidential-
lty 3y

What Stans seemed to be
saying, as he denied any ad-
vance knowledge of the Water-
gate break-in and other cam-
paign espionage and sabotage,,
was that he was merely re-
specting priorities estabhshed
elssewhere.

He did acknowledge, how-
ever, that he had no real
“superiors” and was only in-
fluenced “by requests from

- the White House” during the

campaign.

One of those requestss came
on Junee .29, 1972, when Her-
bert W. Kalmbach, saying

“vou will have to trust me,”
approached. Stans for all the
cash he could pull together.

No questions asked. Kalm-
bach said he had “an urgent
need for mohey for a very
high purpose,” as it was rel-
ated yesterday, and Stans
knew that Kalmbach, in ad-
dition to being an excellent:
fund raiser, was the - Presi-
dent’s personal attorney. It
wasn’t - mentioned at the
hearing, but Kalmbach was

also the lawyer for the
Stans Foundation.
So the finance chief

reached into his safe and in-
stantly came up with $75,000
in cash, nearly half of it de- .
livered that same day by a

" Philippine national.

Stans trusted Kalmbach,
and apparently the Senate
committee trusted Stans be-
cause no one bothered to
ask if he ever found out
what the money was used ®
for, although there have
been allegations it went to -
buy the silence of the
Watergate defendants.

On a few points, Stans ex-
pressed a sesne of - dissatis- .
faction with the way the Wa-
tergate scandal has unfold-
ed. He suggested that “the
issue of conﬁdentlahty yer-
sus disclosure of such infor
mation (campaign contribu-
tions) has never been fairly
presented to the public.”

But on the whole, this was
a different, milder man from
the one who bitterly com-
plained last fall that he had
become the object of “trans-
parently political” attacks. -

Yesterday, Stans was po-
lite, gentle and displayed a
few brlef flashes of humor.

. When quizzed by Sen. Jo-
seph Montoya (D-N.M.) about

cash contributions to the
Nixon campaign, Stans said

there were about 30 to 35
at the level of at least $10.-

000, about 25 to 30 at the

level of at least $20,000, and

SO on.

His lawyer interrupted to
boint out that Stans was not
talking about the subject of
the pending criminal case in
New York, a $200 ,000 cam-
paign clft from financier
Robert L. Vesco.

“Oh,” said Stans offhand-
edly with a smile, “then
vowd ‘better reduce each
category by one.”

.But the laughs were few
and far between, and it was
mostly a- day of numbers,
which left the unmathemati-
cal minds in the Senate Cau-
cus Room spinning. -

Stans seemed unruffled as
he left last night for his
apartment at the Watergate.
He will be back on the stand
today, with committee chair-
man Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr.
(D-N.C.) promising to focus
on what he described to re-
porters as “a few salient
points.”



