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Haldeman

Tells of Role
In Spy Plan

Washington
H. R. Haldeman told a
House subcommittee yes-
terday that he was mere-
ly the conduit between
President Nixon and draft-
ers of 1970 plans for ex-
Jpanded domestic intelli-

gence gathering.

After three hours of ques-
tioning by a House Armed
Services subcommittee, the

. former White House chief of
staff said he had fully coop-
erated with the committee
but firmly declined to com-

" ment on his testimony.

Later, however, Represen-
tative Lucien Nedzi (Dem-
Mich), subcommittee chair-
man, quoted Haldeman as
saying that he had not parti-
cipated in drafting, approv-
ing or later rescinding the
1970 intelligence gathering
plan.

White house documents
obtained by the New York
Times and published yester-
day indicated that Mr. Nix-
on had approved the plans in
July, 1970, after being cau-
tioned that parts were
“clearly illegal”

A White House spokesman
said yesterday that publica-
tion of portions of the docu-
ment by the Times “illus-
trates the seeming impossi-
bility of .maintaining the
confidentiality of sensitive
government documents.”

Gerald R. Warren, deputy
White House press secre-
tary, deplored what he
termed ‘“‘this climate which
encourages leaks of classi-
fied materials.” The «cli-
mate, he added, “seems to
encourage people to gain pos-
session of these docments by
whatever means they do it
and make them available
for publication.”
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