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By Mary Russell
Washington Post Staff Writer

An attempt to discuss pos-
sible impeachment of the
President on the floor of
the House of Representa-
tives was squashed last
night when the House ad-
journed after an hour or so
of parliamentary w1anghng

The attempt was maie by
Rep. Paul N. (PetF) McClos-
key (R-Calif.), who had ob-
tained a one-hour |special or-
der for a debate he said
was “to encourage a tem-
pered discussion of the im-
peachment process.”

In the end it was McClos-
key himself who |made the
motion to adjourn because,
he said, he wanted a ‘“reas-
onable debate and it would
not be a reasonable debate
if we added the burden of
making 144 reasonable peo-
ple wait five hours while
we pulled back  members
from Clarksburg | or Pitts-
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burgh or whereve1 they had
gone.”

McCloskey’s  attempt to
speak came at the end of a
long day of debate over other
matters.

It was 8:50 p.m. by the time
McCloskey got up to speak
and he was interrupted by
Rep. Earl Landgrebe (R-Ind.),
who questioned that a quorum
was present. The quorum was
called and 144 members an-
swered the roll, 74 short of
the 218 needed for a gquorum

Rep. Joe D. Waggoner (D-
La.) then moved that the
House adjourn. Rep Bella Ab-
g (D-N.Y.) called for a vote
on the motion and the vote
was 143 to 9 against adjourn-
ment. - Majority Leader
Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neill and
Majority Whip Rep” John Mec-
Fall (D-Calif) voted with
seven others for adjournment.

Rep. Samuel Stratton (D-

Y) then moved that the

rgeant-at-arms be ordered to

‘|sional Record, and other mem-
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lbnng in absent members, but:
{McCloskey meanwhile moved
for adjournment and the move|
was adopted bv a voice vote.

MecCloskey said he didnt
doubt Landgrebe’s motives in
calling for adjournment bhut
said he had “heard a lot of

talk in the Republican cloak-
room about preventing my
speech from being heard.”
McCloskey said he had his
speech placed in the Congres-

bers would have five legis-
lative days to place their
speeches in .the record and
after ‘that he “would see
whether we should get an-
other special order to discussi
impeachment.” I

No Republican leaders were |
on the floor during McClos-
key’s speech and he said he
did not know why, though he
added, “Evidently the conser-
vatives  didn't read mv'
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speech.” If they had, he sald
they would have realized he
was not calling for impeach-
ment. .

McCloskey would not . say
if he knew of any specific im-
peachment resolutions being
prepared, but said he thought
the President’s May 22 speech
on Watergate and statements
by the President’s press secre-
tary Ron Ziegler that having
the President appear before
a grand jury was constition-
ally inappropriate had led
some Democratic members to
reconsider putting in such, a
resolution.

No Republican leaders were
on the floor during McClos-
ikey’s speech and he said he
did not know why, though''he
added, “Evidently the conser-
didnt read  my
speech.” If they had, he said,
they would have realized he
was not calling for impeach-
ment.



