ixon Urged.

To Submit to,
Questioning

By Richard M. Cohen
Washington Post Staff Writer

STATELINE, Nev., June 3—
The chairman of the Republi-
can Governors Association,
Virginia's Linwood Holton,
and ' Democratic  National
Chairman Robert Strauss both -
called on President Nixon to- .-
day to submit himself to ques-
tioning on the Watergate af-
fair through frequent press -
conferences. )

Holton and. Strauss said the
President has an obligation to
the American people to clear
up any doubt that the public
might ‘have about his role, if
any, insthe Watergate break-in
and the subsequent cover-up.
Holton, who coupled. his re-
marks with praise for Mr. Nix-
on’s performance as President,
said, “The press conference is
the only way.”

“My-suggestion is that he’s
going to have to come several
times™ before you guys
(reporters) and be cross-exam-
ined because anything as com-
plicated as Watergate . . . you
and the public are going to
have ambiguities that would
need to be clarified.”

Holton made his remarks in
San Francisco at a special one-
hour session of ‘“Meet the

Press” (NBC-WRC) held in
conjunction with the 65th an-
nual National Governors Con-
ference, which opened at this
gambling resort today.

Later, at a press conference
here, Strauss echoed Holton’s
remarks. He, too, called on
Mr. ‘Nixon to “open up with
the public” and said the press
conference would be the
proper forum. He said he him-
self was not “prepared to say
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it the President knew'or did

ot know” about Watergae.
"“Gov. Marvin Mandelgehair-
man of the National Gover
nors Conference, al en
dorsed the proposal, teHing a
news conference here that if
President Nixon had had more
“contacts with the ,press. it
would remove a lot of doubt
that exists today.”

“The one thing that could
have been done to shore up
public confidence would have

WP

heen total revelation and total -

candor . . . ¥ Mandel said.
“That has been dtotally lack-

ing.” 3

Strauss, apparently 'Ben\din-g :

over backwa}'q not to appear
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\ barusan, saiq ne
continye to urge

-auswer questions .
o g gion Water

an opeq discussion
the President and the' ress. . .

the questions in the ic’
: public’s
mind may well be answered.”

wants “to believe
dent ... but he’s going to have
}o give them

‘ ‘hg only way he's going to do
it is to go to them.”

Strauss and Holton :partedii there is'a hed¥y administra-
n  the, |tion presence and a number of

question of whether Mr. Nixon | | Nixon administration officials

ompany, however, ' on
pould respond to an invita-::
lon to either appear or sub-

t information to the “Water-
cgFate grand jury or the specia |
Senate investigatory *su*fbcom—l
mittee. Holton questioned the
constitutionality of such®:
quest while Strauss salg the
Bresident should cooperate if
called.

o
Holton, long a steadfast sup-
orter of the President,
ralsed' Mr. Nixon’s achieve-
,epts in the field of foreign
olicy and said that Republi-
cans should be pleased to have
tl"ie President’s help in their
cimpaigns. He said it would
]

o= el

be a mistake for Republicans
tq disassociate = themselves
from the White House and he
added that Mr. Nixon would

come in Vi

always be wele
ginia. :
Holton did ‘eriticize M,
Nixon for meeting with the

- judge at the Pentagon Papers

trijal while the trial wag in
progress. Mr. Nixon met with
Judge W. Matt Byrne Jr. at
San Clemente to discuss his
Possible ‘appointment as FBI
director. ‘

[‘I' think the President made
@ mistake to meet with Judge .
Byrne,” Holton said. “I'm not‘

tat| all sure how that came |

'abﬁut.”
'resiQe.nt Nixon has long
bem criticized for his failure
to, 1

d frequent press confer-
ences. Following Mr. ‘Nixon’s
Me%y 22 statement in which he
explained his role in Water-
gate but did not meet report-
‘ersL White House press secre- !
tary Ronald Ziegler said that|.
2 news conference would be
held “in the very near future.”
Nodate has been anno; ‘
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-0 O-worg document,
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tylvas going to
e President |
tﬁoﬁ‘holq‘ press conferences ang

more than he needs an
other single thing ¢ ’ ol
Strauss said. P v
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" %I think the President needs | [voted to such-issues, as reve-
stween | nuke‘;-§}1§z;ing, wimpoundment of

upds «and- the energy crisis,
Wai rgate and its attendant
ical. repercussions seems

“I think many of| |certain to dominate the con-

ference. Speaking on the
“Meet the Press” show, Man-

The public, Strauss saig ||del said ‘that the Democratic.
the Pregi.| |g0overnors: might pass their

own resolution on Watergate

a way to do it and | |When they caucus duging the

conference. 4
As usual at.these affairs,|.

are on ‘hand to explain the
President’s position on almost
any issue that will come up.
But Vice President Spiro T.
Agnew’s participation here re-
mains in doubt. "Agnew, re-
cently designated by the Presi-
dent as vice chairman of the
Domestic 'Council, reportedly
 was hesitant to attend because
(of the uncertainty of his presi-
dential mandate in federal-
state relations. Ken1 eth R. Cole
Jr., executive dirgté‘toxj of the
Domestic Councikf is  sched-
uled to attend. %
. In addition,, the governors
| will hear from Hegalth, Educa-
'tion and weltafe Secretary
i Caspar - Weinberger, Housing |
,and Urban Development Sec- |
# retary’ James T.Lyhh, and the
director of the Offige of Man-
agement and Budget, Roy L.
Ash. 55 iy

The+.31 Democratic gover-
nors* expected hert; mean-
while, were expected i +push
resolutions adopted: at ‘the:cau-
cus last month inh Ohio. The|
resolutions, critical of" the |
\Nixon administration domestic
policies, are bound to produce]
Republican  opposition , and !
may:wind ‘up pigeon-holed’de-
spite the .top-heavy majori‘cy‘
the Democrats have here. ‘

Whether a Watergate resolu-!
tion will see the light of day is
another - question.  Degspite
Mandel’s pronouncement,
many Democratic governors
do not favor the idea of a reso-
lution and seem to agree with
Strauss when he said earlier
in the day that the Democrats
should take “the high road.”
The Governors Conference,
an;annual late spring rite, is
being held on the shore of
Lake Tahoe, a spot of magni-
ficent beauty:~high in the
Sierra  Nevada  Mountains
about one block-from the Cali-
fornia border. Governors and
reporters who expected to find

a rustic retreat were in for a
shock,: however, when they
disco nference
site-, v garish

gambling “easin Te the
action rungs.around the clock.
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