Secret Spy Plan Defended

Former Nixon Alde Llsts Mlhtants as Tarcets
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- INDIANAPOLIS, Ind,

“June 2-= The ‘White House’s’
1970 - domestic. intelligence
plan: for illegal survenllance__ =
‘and ‘surrepiitious entry: was:

were sources of. concern but
"we were  not considering

them m ‘terms of. extraordi- -
‘nary survelllance techm--.

ques.”’
Huston -said the plan,
‘which: :was - approved by

ated »domestl]c _mtelhgence
operations : “board " could

“evaluate ~ each. ‘individual ‘-

- case on its ownd merits.” :
‘The_openmg of mall, Hu-'

ston said, was explicitly lim-. -
.ted to cases .of: suspected -

-aimed-almost-exchusively -at—-President—Nixon —ln“July‘—‘f_ oreign espionage

the Black Panthers and the:
militantly ‘antiwar: Weather- -

men, according to a prineci-
pal architect of the plan.
Tom “Charles Huston, the

32-year-old former presiden-:

tial aide whose signature is

on: the :still: top .secret-plan;

1970,-did not inelude specific -
-“widespread’ uses: of 1lleﬂa1,

‘Rather, he’ said, it - called
for the lifting of restrictions
against such techniques:- as

illegal wiretaps, mail inter-
cepts and'breakm" .and en- -

Moreover, Huston clzumed"
the conduct of surveillance :: -

1y

“activity in the United States

was t6-be limited to the Fed-

eral ‘Bureau . of Investiga-

tion, except in suSpected :

conspiracies: agamst military
mstallatmns in thch case

‘said other: militant groups.

‘intelligence ; Z
:board; which :was:to': have "
consisted ‘of :representatives -
from’ the ' White” House; .the
. ‘FBI, the CIA, the Defense

 HUSTON, From :

mlhtary countenntellxgence :

agencies were:ito be: used

Central Intelligence Agency
to: investigate -foreign' links
to U.S. militant groups, Hu-
Ston' said: The :White :House
was also ‘anxious’ for the
CIA" to " investigate reports
that: Arabs ‘terrorists plan:
ned ‘attacks on*Jews in this
(.ountrv he :said.

.- The plans called: for the *

" Histon outlined his ver-
sion: of the basic intent of :
the 1970 -intelligence ‘pro- -

- posal in ‘a two-hour inter-
:view: in his law office here.

The: plan ‘was: scuttledi:by =

Mr. Nixon on July 28,71970—

-five days after. it took:effect ::
“~because of ‘the strenuous
‘objections i of ‘the':late’ FBI:’
idirector;-J. Edgar Hoover. ==

Huston said the “key- ele-

the:ecreation

Intelligence Agency, the Na-

:ment” in “the propo:a} was ',

tional:Security Agency and. -

the three military counterin-
telligence agencies:: It was

to have been structured ex- .
actly. like tae U.S.: Intelli-

gence Board..which oversees
foreign : mtelhﬂence opera-

tions.. - - :

" ‘However. it was th)s ele-
‘ment. that Hoover: objected
to.most strenuouslv—an ob-
jection that. prevailed over

2= the: President's mshea, Hu-
“ston. said.

“Hoover didn't" want any-
hodv -Helms or. anybody
else; sitting on a board and

.:ii: evaluating the way.J. Edgar
‘- 'Hoover ran the FBL” said

Huston. ‘Richard ‘M. Helms

then was director - of the.

L CIAL

‘There : were severa] off-

One of these was the cre-

’ shoots ‘of . Mr. Nixon’s - deci-
sior i to reverse - Himself on':
the? ereation ‘of the :intelli- =
~~gence'board; Huston said. -

SN

£ 1970, decision_ he ;“hassled” .

See HUSTON

“iation’ ‘of : an:: Intelligence -

Evaluation * Committee: ‘in

" the Justice Department,

which the ‘President said :in

-his -~ 4,000-word ~ May - 22

Watergate- - - statement .- is

“under:investigation.”

Another offshoot, “Huston
said. was his own: fall from

. grace in the:eyes of Hoover. .

Huston' said he lobbied vig-
orously for ‘the. proposed

: ‘board ‘éven after Mr.:Nixon -
. :abandoned - the . plan; :and..
i< ‘that: he: "suddenly was: per-
. sonanen grata with Hoover”

_ Hustoz said that five'days
.after ‘Mr. Nixon’s' ‘July 28,

with White House: Chief of -
Staff H.R. (Bob) Haldeman
“about whether the Presx-__

away with it. ”_Later Huston -
was ; told’ th_a; ,,presidenti'al

‘taking over’ hzs’-dox'ncsf
ccl.u'ity dutle

sum said, he: decxded t(v) quit
his White House job: :He left .

" \ashington in A pril. 1971

But the most ‘important

fallout from the “abandon- -

ment of  the intelligence
plan, Huston feels, was the’
Watergate scandal'itself.
“There never would have’
heen ;a Watergate :if the

- President.  hadn’t: reversed

il himself.” said Huston.

““forced ‘to turn ‘to the cre-
ation ;of . a special :White
== CHouse - intelligence’ s group

_ which came to be known as

‘Because Mr.
vielded: to. Hoover, .h

- “the Plumbers,”. which Hu-
ston contemptuously :called

_.“the ad hoc v1"11ante group .
of clowns.”

" The Plumbers, headed by

then -White House aides

John D. Ehrlichman - and

. Egil. Krogh, - subsequently
“‘eéngineered the burglary of

‘the ‘Beverly -Hills :office of :
the ;. s»chlamst for: Penta-»

2agon Pape‘rs dcfendant Dan-

iel Ellsherg.
Had the proposed mteu_l-

: ‘own White House: unit” H

“number..of: ‘supportive mem:
: oranda and. a covermg Ietter

‘16 :“séeing to" it ‘tha

-the President wanted.” :

e
,fllgem_e gaps iand: “aiifully

‘the threats.” :

‘it_was.. My ‘concern ‘was to
-make’ sure 'all -the options -
‘were ; there,”*jHuston said.
.obvious that if we were try-
‘ing ‘to'set ‘up:a supersecret
:police, the:'last : thing - we
.woulddo is ‘get Helms,:Gay-
‘ler and others together and
‘put'together-a written game’

“wag director of NSA."

'some of the options and sup-
" portive :documents are so

:*N.C)), chairman of the Sen:: |

. most of the-documents can

volves Soviet:intelligence.

o 13173
vo (s

gence board been in'control
- of all domestic' security . op-
erations, - . Huston said,
“prefessionals with' a high
degree [of mtegnty” would
have curtaxled any pohtxcal
abuses. = A
Rc[errmg to the FBI Hu-
ston said. “These: guys are
. not going. to go clownmg
:around.;They're riof: going to*
do’ an\thmg . that ‘can’t . be
|u<hfxed on:a’ reasonable ba-’
: §is.’
Huston added Il were"

- .the: President. sitling - there

~wondering  where things
went wrong, that’s where:I'd

Y put my finger.”. =

‘ Refemna to. the Presx-ﬁ'
dent, Huston Said; ‘He:
that certai;

added, “There’s no: ‘way_you .
an? keep a group hke‘ that :
niline.”

Huston bnstled at wxdely

e pubhshed reports that ihe
. wrote thé entire intelligence -
“plan, ‘which “he- said should- -

more; accux_‘atcly be cilled: 3

set of - studies and recom-_~

endauon E e
sLdidn’t wute the report.

H was done by ‘the working.

group,” he'said; referring to -

= the mteragency committee

~Mr.. Nixon . had. ommis-
sioned: to study:the ‘deterio:
rating relauons among mtel-

‘L h;,vnu\ agencies.. :

' Huston said he wrote ‘a

study: committee)- did -what -

anige of .options”; ;o,eounter

©“An-option paper lS what

He added, “It seems 'to me

‘plan.”?: Adm.  Noel Gayler -/j.‘

- However, = Huston ' sai

highly - sensitive -that they -
should never be released:
Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-

ate Watergate  investigating
committee, has suggested

be released. -

- “T dor’t: see how they're'

going to release the, report |
. This is' national securxty :

bv anyone’s standards. Tt in-: |

“If it sends chills up Sen.



Huston said he was deeply
moved by the 1970 explosion -
in' a Greenwich Village town
house in which several anti-.
war activists were killed or
seriously injured -when a_|
homemade - bomb - ‘accident” |
tally went off. He 'said he

Ervin's back. or not. it’s one .
hell of a national security
document,” Huston said. He
said’ that  among' other
things, release .of the report
would compromise . impor- ) : ¢
tant intelligence sources. believed that proper intelli-
Huston is a scholarly con- ~gence could have prevented
“servative. and - a - self-de- jithe tragedy. S
scribed “Jeffersonian: Re:~ Hustonalso said he was
publican” who speaks  in- deeply concerned with what
tently and  thoughtfully, of- he perceived as a“danger_,o‘fv ;
ten focusing -his eyes on an a —baclslash by» repressive
-object apart from his inter- forees. ot b PR
" viewer and :gesturing in that “The first problem from

* direction: with deep: concen- tlr.z'e intellfgence point of
tration as he stresses an im- View was to try to identify

-portant.point. s thgsied people “(terrorists) as

He repeatedly stressed the quickly as possible  to get
importance - of understand- - the damn . thing stopped be!
ing the political climate . in- | fore ,fhere was real repres-
the nation in:1970. when:an- - sion,” he said. Bl
tiwar fervor : triggered :hun-- o iI‘There’s abig :difference’
:dreds of ‘bombings.: attacks between:. real: repression:
“on- policemen; ‘shootings :at shooting and ‘clubbing==and

Kent State .and Jackson . bugging them: with surveil-::
State universiti€s:and.other:: “lance _equipment;”. ‘Huston
::ak:ts'ofvviole‘h'g:e S said. Referring to what he
| “Ips easy for peopleito sit tﬁrmed “real pressure from
around today:and say, ‘How. : st _e_local lgvel”._to_‘ react to
-in'the hell could these guys - militants with violence, Hu-
“(at the -White ‘House) do.it? ‘ston said: e :
What were" they “thinking "'That seemed to me to be
about?’” A :’h: 2 the ‘most serious threat :to’
~Huston ‘said:the Weather- - * the country.” - s
men faction’s’ stated  inten- As a result of these con-
‘tions were to overthrow the cerns, Huston' said, he' ar-
government: ‘I think they gued  vigorously - in . the
were serious. I'think the evi: - White House “for -the adop-
dence we havg:dgr’r}oystrates : tion: . of ‘“emergency-type.
“they were 'serious.” - powers :to be’ used: under
But Huston‘ééiddhis wogry limited circumstances.” - .-
.then was not based on'a be- " Stressing - “the”’ govern.
{'?f ] '-hf{ _m”'t‘lm]'i ‘:':‘;lsd Ls:r‘; . ment’s fundamental right to
Lo mCsatCs e, : “protect itself;” Huston said:

cerned instead:that: nonviol-:: Serivs : it b o
ent’ antiwar ‘demonstrators . “I'took. the view that ‘in

-and. " innocent - bystanders certain instance
.:could:be hurtor killed as:a - _infring o :
result of - *random * terror: rights in a narrow and lim-
o it i ited way . . ; But that deci.

“:sion encomp. d'a’decision
_that you forféit the rightito
prosecute fe

recommend lifting. of re-
strictions: against some ‘ille- :
8al acts :was. based ‘on: “my =
Judgment that the. integrity
of ‘the intelligence ‘commi-
~nity—people . like ‘Hoover
_and- Helms—would - prevail -
over potential abuses,of the
vpowers.‘l e '» e S 2O




