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Rlchardson Yows Hands Off

On Cox Probe of Watergate

— Attorney General Elhot that all reports on posslble

Richardson says he will not |

“countermand or interfere’”

with the decisions of special |

Watergate prosecutor Archi- |

bald Cox.

In a three-page diréctive
issued to all Justice Depart-
ment personnel yesterday,
Richardson reiterated his
pledge that Cox ‘““will have
the greatest degree of inde-
pendence”

in his investiga-

tion and prosecution of the |
Watergate case and “all of-

fenses arising out of the 1972
presidential election...”

“Allegations involving the
President, members of the
White House staff or presi-
dential appointees’ come un-
der the order, Richardson
said in his directive.

No Interference
“The Attorney General

will not countermand or in-

terfere with the special pros-
ecutor’s decisions eor ac-
tions,” Rlchardsoms order
said.

Richardson also dlrected

| prosecutor

offenses within the special
prosecutor’s  jurisdiction”
should be “delivered direct-
Iy to Cox. He said Cox
would have to be consulted
before any “‘significant deci-
sions” are made. )

The office of the Water-
gate Special prosecution
force, the name given to

Cox’s staff, has been work--

ing temporarily at offices in
the Justice Department.
Next week, however, Cox

and his staff will move into

a downtown office building.

James Vorenberg, one of
Cox’s assistants, said the
new office has undergone a
special security check to

guard against break-ins,
- bugging and tapping of

phones.

Coordinator

Cox’s office also an-
nounced the appointment of
former Justice: Department
Thomas - F.

McBride to coordinate

law enforcement.

“Watergate-related i
gations and prosecutions:

MeBride,” 44, a native of
Elgin, Il., initially will as-
sist in overseeing the prose-
cution of alleged political |
saboteur Donald H. Segretti.
in Florida and the investiga:
tion by a federal grand jury
in Houston regarding contri-
butions to President Nixon’s
re-election campalgn, Cox
said.

McBride is on leaye of
absence as staff dir

’;

vate organization
nances programs to




